
Year 8 Drama – Curriculum Intent Statement 

From the development of improvisational skill explored and applied throughout the year7 

curriculum, students apply these to devising their own murder mystery performances within the first 

rotation that will be based around a given stimulus enabling the students to discover their devising 

skills in preparation for later assessments. Working in small groups, students will explore the virtues 

outlined throughout the academy and create a tableaux performance based around social justice 

issues linking them with the Fundamental British Values and explore the ways in which theatre can 

influence the modern world. Students will use their previous performances as a basis for further 

developed performance and summative assessment using established techniques from year 7 and 

this first rotation in year 8.  

Throughout this rotation, students are able to link their learning within the drama to history and 

geography in the development of our knowledge of protests and the ways in which these have 

played an important part in shaping our understanding of the modern world.  

In the second rotation, students will explore physical theatre through Jaques Le Coq’s 7 Levels of 

Tension and Frantic Assembly and further demonstrate their understanding of how the work of 

dramatists is communicated effectively through performance and how alternative staging allows for 

different interpretations of a play.  

As part of this rotation, students will visit Shakespeare’s Globe and absorb live performance further 

developing their dramatic cultural capital from year 7 to nationally and internationally recognised 

theatre. All students will be invited to engage in this activity as part of their curriculum which will, in 

turn, support their further learning in their English curriculum.  

In the third rotation of year 8, students further explore classical theatre in Antigone and will then 

practice, in greater detail, the ways in which the academic curriculum of drama is understood by 

completing linked sections of the examining body.  

Students across all levels of ability are able to engage with this curriculum by participating in 

structured performance, directorial and design activities allowing all of our students an equitable 

opportunity of engagement within the arts.  This will allow the students throughout year 8 to have 

truly developed a broader understanding of the drama curriculum and through these applications 

will be able to engage successfully with the first rotation of year 9 in developing their knowledge of 

Stanislavski and Brecht.  

 


