
Year 7 Drama – Curriculum Intent Statement 

Throughout year 7 drama, students will build upon skills that they have explored in primary school 

and ensure a well-rounded and embedded knowledge is developed. By exploring a broad and 

balanced range of topics, a firm foundation of the art is developed for students that leads to a firm 

application in assessment. By exploring tableaux, thought tracking, narration, basic storytelling, 

accepting & blocking, scene building, spontaneous & planned, improvisation and status in our first 

drama rotation. Students are then introduced to the basics of improvisation and are able to apply 

this to given stimuli that will embed an understanding of how to create theatre. Building upon this in 

the second rotation, students will explore the language of characterisation, stock characters, Lazzi, 

historical performance, voice control, movement statements and hot-seating. Students will develop 

a comedic performance based around the skills and virtues explored with a particular focus on Good 

Speech, Good Temper and Good Humour. By exploring the styles of commedia dell’arte students 

develop an understanding of how the work of dramatists is communicated effectively through 

performance and how alternative staging allows for different interpretations of a play. In the third 

rotation we explore the application of mime, narration and chorus. The academic learning 

culminates in an exploration of The Tempest and link this to the exploration of the skills and virtues 

we have developed throughout the year. Throughout the curriculum, a differentiated approach is 

provided to ensure that all students are able to engage in the curriculum from a performance, 

directorial and designing perspective to ensure enable engagement of all abilities. The application of 

these skills and abilities enable our students to improvise, rehearse and perform play scripts and 

poetry in order to generate language and discuss language use and meaning, role, intonation, tone, 

volume, mood, silence, stillness and action to add impact to their performances and further this with 

a clear link to the English curriculum. 

Students will be able to experience live theatre in a provincial theatre and engage with major 

conventions of performance and pantomime. The exploration of live theatre will enhance student’s 

appreciation of live theatre and contribute to the development of cultural capital for all students. 

Pupil Premium students will be given the opportunity, perhaps for the first time, of engaging with 

live performance in a professional forum at a professional theatre.  

 


