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Curriculum Model and Topic Rationales 

During the 2020 Coronavirus lockdown the education of students was deeply affected. With many 

professional bodies suggesting that catching up the education missed will take the best part of two 

years, with even 2021s results affected, it seems timely to create a curriculum which will wholly engage 

our students and gently bring them back to a school day within the boundaries of the Academy’s walls. 

Curriculum Intent 

The fundamental principles behind the curriculum review are: 

• This is not a 2 year/3 year or 5-year GCSE. It is a five- year curriculum model 

• The curriculum will be underpinned by Character Education and our desire to produce students 

of strong character with an understanding of virtues and development of skills.  

• Character Education will dictate the skills and virtues we want our students to have by the end 

of their schooling. The Virtues education will be constructed around Jubilee Trust material 

based upon the thinking of Aristotle. The Skills follow the Skills Builder partnership’s universal 

framework  and we will be working in partnership with thiscompany from September 20201 

• The Curriculum will be delivered on a sliding scale of 100% creative in Year 7 towards 20% 

creative in Year 11. Crucially the breadth of curriculum offer will remain until end of Year 9 

when students take their options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 100% of students continue with EBacc until end of Year 10. They will either study triple science 

or option B and be on course for 10 GCSEs. The aspiration of an ambitious EBacc offer will 

remain until end of Year 10 with all following an EBacc route. 

• At the beginning of Year 11 students will be put onto the 10GCSEs higher pathway (MFL and RS 

full), 9 GCSEs (MFL or RS full), or 8 GCSEs (neither RS or MFL). 

• Lower ability students will do MFL for Travel and the RS short course still resulting in 8GCSEs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative 

Curriculum

Y7 100% Every day 25

Y8 100% Every day 25

Y9 80% MTTF 20

Y10 40% Tu/Fri 10

Y11 20% Fri 5

Number of Creative 

Lessons

Traditional 

Curriculum

0% 0

0% 0

W 20% 5

MWT 60% 15

MTWT 80% 20

Number of 

Traditional Lessons



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One three-week topic 

underpinned by Character 

Education Virtues and Skills, and 

comprising elements of the hidden 

curriculum (in green) and the 

taught curriculum (in blue) 

11 Topics in a Year 

Year 11 

7 Topics 

51 Topics in total 

as Year 11 finish 

at Easter 

Year 10 

11 Topics 

Year 9 

11 Topics 

Year 8 

11 Topics 

Year 7 

11 Topics 

Character Virtue 

Character Skill 

Careers 

Collective 

Worship/RE 

British Values 

Super-Curricular 

RSE 

SMSC 

Languages 

STEM 

Social Sciences 

Arts 



 

Character Education 

All Saints Academy truly believes that as well as ensuring that all children achieve a range of academic 

qualifications, we also have a duty to ensure that all children leave school with the relevant skills and 

knowledge required to make a positive transition to the next steps in their lives. 

Our school vision of helping students to ‘Live well together with Dignity, Faith and Hope,’ reflects our 

dedication and commitment to developing our students’ knowledge and skills to ensure that they leave 

All Saints Academy with both the character and currency to make a positive contribution to the world.  

Our curriculum is designed so that all aspects of the curriculum are something that children value, 

develop, and ultimately evaluate their progress against.  With our new creative curriculum model, every 

topic is underpinned by a skill and a virtue. 

The governing body, is fully committed to Character Education at All Saints Academy and our carefully 

chosen virtues and skills which form the bedrock of our curriculum. 

Our Virtues 

The following 11 virtues are central to our creative curriculum: 

 Courage 

 Good Temper and Humour 

 Friendliness and Civility 

 Justice and Truthfulness 

 Good Sense 

 Good Speech 

 Stillness 

 Self-Mastery 

 Gratitude 

 Generosity 

 Compassion 

 

Students at All Saints are taught to recognize, understand and be able to action each of the 11 virtues. 

For all virtues, students are educated in relation to ‘The Golden Mean’ in order to demonstrate the 

virtue without excess or deficiency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In addition to teaching students about the golden mean, each of the virtues is broken down into small 

steps so that students can recognize key emotions and feelings, understand how to process them and 

then action the virtue accordingly.  An example for Friendliness and Civility is included below: 

 

 

Our Skills 

The following 8 skills, underpin each of the topics in our creative curriculum: 

 Listening 

 Leadership 

 Problem Solving 

 Staying Positive 

 Speaking 

 Creativity 

 Aiming High 

 Teamwork 

As the students progress through their curriculum journey at All Saints, they will be introduced to 

various steps in relation to each of the skills, progressing from the basics steps at levels 1+2, right up to 

the most sophisticated aspects of the skill at levels 14-15.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Skills Progression Map Across the School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As a result of our commitment and dedication to the teaching of skills, we were successful in 

securing the Skills Builder Accelerator funding which provides the Academy with additional CPD 

and resources to support the work we are already undertaking.  

Students will be encouraged to reflect on the development of each of their skills on a regular basis as 

part of the taught curriculum and during tutor time and assemblies.   

Assessment for Learning 

With respect to students’ development in relation to both the skills and virtues, progress is recorded 

and evaluated in order to ensure that students are given timely advice and feedback on how to continue 

their personal development.  

All students keep a record of their progress in order for them to continually reflect and prioritise areas 

for development. 

 

Creative  

Every 3-week topic is based around a theme but also includes content from the four curriculum areas in 

the school:  Languages, STEM, Social Sciences and Arts. Careful sequencing ensures that topics flow over 

the course of an academic year and also spirals so content is revisited more than once.  Within the topic 

delivery, students also tackle content from RSE, SMSC and Careers Education.  There is also a planned 

super-curricular element to every topic where students take part in a variety of enrichment activities.  A 

large investment has been made in the allocation of £1000 per topic across the school, which totals 

£51K for the 51 topics.  Students complete all of their work in a personalised topic booklet particularly 

relevant for students with SEND needs.  Where there are activities that cannot go in the booklet, the 

students store these in subject folders on their iPads.  As we move through the year the lesson booklets 

are stored in student folders in form rooms.  It is then very easy for staff to scrutinise work quality and 

quantity to inform all stakeholders as to how students are progressing across all curriculum areas. 

We are acutely aware that we need to differentiate effectively and this will take place in the classroom 

but we have also designed support lesson booklets to guide those students who need further strategies 

and input in order that they can access their learning.  Some students will require this support in all 

curriculum areas but there are a few who will only need it in particular subjects.  The personalised 

booklets allow us to provide every student with the right level of support for them.   

Stretching our more able learners is also of great importance and within the lesson booklet there are 

stretch activities highlighted in all subjects.  We did not choose to produce a separate stretch booklet as 

we believe no ceiling should be placed on learners that want to challenge themselves even though they 

have not yet been identified as having a strength within a certain subject 

There is a rigorous approach to reading as every lesson contains a reading link that students access to 

read a handpicked article or extract, that either has a link to the curriculum content, the skill, the virtue 

or the topic title itself.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Curriculum Implementation 

The delivery of the curriculum, as well as being based around skills and virtues, uses Rosenshine’s 

Principle of Instruction.    

This is aligned to the ASAD six – six steps to ensure all staff and students follow a route through the 

lesson: 

 
 
 

 
Reading Activity 

 
 
 

 
Retrieval Activity 

 
 
 

 
New Learning in Small Steps 

 
 
 

 
Assessment for Learning 

 
 
 

 
Independent Practice 

 
 
 

 
What is next… 

 

 

 

1. Give students a 5 minute reading activity at the beginning of the lesson that is relevant to the 

topic 

Students will be given a task to complete based around the reading link, this could be finding 

definitions of words, answering specific questions or writing their favourite facts from the link. 

Students are encouraged to read a handpicked article or extract every lesson, that either has a 

link to the curriculum content or the skill or virtue.   

 

 

 

2. Make links to prior through retrieval practice tasks 

Again, students will complete a short retrieval task based on prior knowledge.  There may also 

be an overlap into different curriculum areas for this task.  Students are encouraged to use their 

own knowledge but also that of their peers to complete these tasks. Students are asked to 

retrieve information they have learnt previously, this can be from the previous lesson, week, 

month or even year.   

 

 

3. Present new learning in small steps so our students’ working memories are not overloaded 

This is a series of facts and learning that will be new to the students.  It will be printed in their 

booklet so there can be no errors.  This is crucial as they will be using this content in the 

remainder of the lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

4. Ensure the new learning has been understood by using strategies such as AfL and paired and 

group activities 

Students will be provided with a variety of tasks that allow them to put their new learning into 

action.  This part of the lesson allows them to work with others, or alone as they use their new 

knowledge for the first time.  If they are successful then teaching staff know they are ready to 

move onto the next, more independent, task.  If students struggle, teachers can then spend 

time explaining content in new ways and guiding learners to complete the task. 

 

 

5. Allow time for independent practice, providing further models, examples and scaffolds as 

appropriate 

Students will aim to complete this part of the lesson on their own to truly assess whether they 

have understood the new content and can apply it to a given task. 

 

 

6. End each lesson with a review of the learning that has taken place 

This part of the lesson is one that is often overlooked but it is a fantastic opportunity for 

students to reflect on their learning.  For it to be successful it has to be deliberately planned, 

there has to be sufficient time to complete the activity and the students have to be the ones 

that complete the work. 

 

Students will receive the following lessons in their creative curriculum delivery: 

Year Languages STEM Social 
 Sciences 

Arts Character 
Education  

7 6 6 6 6 1 

8 6 6 6 6 1 

9 5 5 5 4 1 

10 2 3 2 2 1 

11 1 1 1 1 1 

 

Curriculum Impact 

At least one short assessment will be  carried out mid-way through the  topic, to enable staff to provide 

feedback to students about their work.  This feedback will focus on an aspect that has been completed 

to a high standard and an area for development, using our well-recognised WWW/EBI. Students will be 

expected to use a green pen to respond to the comments from their teacher to demonstrate they have 

understood the work covered.  

There will be a longer assessment at the end of a 6-week cycle at which point students will have studied 

two complete topics. 

All assessments are stored in separate assessment folders in form rooms.  As with the lesson booklets it 

will be very straightforward to locate the work and assessments for any one student at any time to look 

at the progress they have made at any point in the academic year. 

 


