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Summary of key findings for parents and pupils

This is a school that requires improvement

However, inspection evidence does not support
leaders’ view that provision overall is now good

, pupils are not yet making good
progress in key subjects.

The quality of teaching, learning and
assessment varies too widely. h
too much is not. Too much
teaching fails to interest pupils. This leads to
some pupils disrupting lessons and pupils not

showing positive attitudes to learning

The school has the following strengths

—
_
-
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, there is
more inappropriate behaviour than there
should be in lessons and around the school.

. Attendance of
disadvantaged pupils and pupils with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)
has not improved quickly enough.

Leaders are overgenerous in their evaluation of
the school’s progress. Middle leaders are not
yet having a strong impact on raising the
quality of teaching in their subject area.
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Full report

What does the school need to do to improve further?

Improve leadership and management by:

— ensuring that middle leaders’ drive improvements in teaching and raise standards
across the school

— ensuring that leaders support teachers’ understanding of how to improve pupils’
progress in all subjects and across all key stages.

Improve the quality of teaching, learning and assessment by ensuring that:

— teachers plan learning that stretches and engages pupils and promotes positive
attitudes to learning

— adults have consistently high expectations of the quality of pupils’ work and their
behaviour in class.

Improve pupils’ behaviour and attendance by:

— ensuring that all pupils, most notably disadvantaged pupils and those pupils with
SEND, attend school regularly

— eliminating incidents of low-level disruptive behaviour in lessons
— raising expectations of pupils’ behaviour around the school.
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Inspection judgements

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good

However, some
inconsistencies remain, particularly in key stage 3 or where recruitment has been a

challenge.
The findings of

this inspection do not support this view.
. The quality of teaching, learning and

assessment varies too much, depending on which teacher pupils have. Pupils’
behaviour is not yet good enough.

. However, middle leaders are not yet

making a fully effective contribution to school improvement.

A number of parents express negative views about the school. Fewer than 50 parents
completed Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View.

Where concerns were raised, these tended to be around recruitment.
_
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Governance of the school
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Safeguarding
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Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Requires improvement

The quality of teaching is too inconsistent across the school. Strengths in some classes

are not replicated in others. The quality of instruction and the tasks planned for pupils
do not meet their needs well enough. This means that pupils do not make the progress
of which they are capable.

Teachers do not use assessment information with enough proficiency to plan activities
to match the needs and abilities of pupils. This means that some pupils find the work
too easy and some find it too hard.

=

However, others do not implement
agreed procedures, and not enough teaching is of a good standard.

Teachers do not have high enough expectations of what pupils can achieve, especially
in key stage 3. They do not do enough to ensure that pupils take care in the
presentation of their work or behave well during lessons.

Too much teaching fails to engage and interest pupils. As a result, some pupils
demonstrate negative attitudes. They call out and disrupt learning. They do not follow
the instructions of the teacher.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Requires improvement

Personal development and welfare
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Behaviour

The behaviour of pupils requires improvement.

Leaders have worked hard to improve behaviour, and with some success. However,

pupils’ behaviour in some lessons is still not good and this disrupts the learning of
other pupils. Typically, misbehaviour occurs when there are cover lessons or when
pupils are not engaged in learning. There is also some poor behaviour around the
school.

Leaders’ actions have not had sufficient impact on reducing the levels of absence and
persistent absence of pupils. Absence and persistent absence remain higher than they
should be, particularly for disadvantaged and pupils with SEND.

It is too early to see the impact of this initiative.

Outcomes for pupils Requires improvement

Many pupils enter the school in Year 7 with prior levels of attainment that are
significantly lower than that of others nationally.

—

. However, in the subjects which make up the EBacc, pupils’
progress was significantly below the national average, as it had been for the previous
two years. In some Subjects, most notably n English, pupls’ progress has mproved,

However, in 2018 pupils’ progress in mathematics and modern foreign languages was
in the bottom 20% of schools nationally.

While the improvements seen in 2018 outcomes have been sustained, pupils continue

to make less progress than they should because there is too much variability in the
quality of teaching, learning and assessment, including in the EBacc subjects.

Boys' progress is weaker than it should be. It is below that of girls and below the
national average.
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The most able pupils do not make the progress they should in some subjects.
Observations of pupils’ learning in lessons show that they are sometimes waiting for

learning to move on. As a result, they become disengaged and less interested in
learning.
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16 to 19 study programmes Good

=
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Inspection report: All Saints Academy Dunstable, 23-24 May 2019 Page 7 of 12



Oféted

Inspection report: All Saints Academy Dunstable, 23-24 May 2019 Page 8 of 12



School details

Unique reference number
Local authority

Inspection number

Ofsted

135946
Central Bedfordshire
10088671

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Type of school
School category
Age range of pupils
Gender of pupils

Gender of pupils in 16 to 19 study
programmes

Number of pupils on the school roll

Of which, number on roll in 16 to 19 study
programmes

Appropriate authority
Chair

Principal

Telephone number
Website

Email address

Date of previous inspection

Information about this school

=l

school to an 11-18 school in 2013.

Secondary Comprehensive
Academy sponsor-led
11to 18

Mixed

Mixed

698
64

The trustees

David Fraser

Liz Furber

01582 619700
www.allsaintsacademydunstable.org
office@allsaintsacademydunstable.org

10-11 January 2017

All Saints Academy is a smaller-than-average-sized school. It converted from an upper

The school became an academy in 2009 and is co-sponsored by the University of

Bedfordshire and the Diocese of St Albans.
The governing body of the school is made up of five sponsor governors, two co-

=

sponsor governors, one staff and two parent governors.

=

Most pupils are White British.

=
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The proportion of pupils with SEND is above the national average.

The school uses the alternative provider, The Academy of Central Bedfordshire, to
provide alternative provision for a small number of pupils.

The school has a small sixth form.
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Information about this inspection

Inspectors visited parts of 29 lessons throughout the school. Many visits were carried
out jointly with senior leaders to gain their views of the quality of teaching and pupils’
current progress. Inspectors visited two house assemblies.

Meetings were held with senior and middle leaders, three groups of pupils, and four
members of the governing body, including the chair. Inspectors spoke to the school’s
improvement partner and a representative from the local authority.

Inspectors scrutinised pupils’ books in lessons and listened to Year 7 pupils read.

Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation including leaders’ evaluation of the
school and improvement plans. They looked at safeguarding records and considered
the school’s information on pupils’ progress, attendance and behaviour.

Inspectors considered the school’s own parent survey results, the 47 responses made
by parents to Parent View, and the 24 responses to Ofsted’s free-text system. In
addition, inspectors scrutinised the 42 responses to Ofsted’s survey for pupils and 38
responses to Ofsted’s survey for staff.

Inspection team

Sue Pryor, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
John Craig Ofsted Inspector
Cathy Tooze Ofsted Inspector
Lynn Ayling Ofsted Inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send
you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil premium funding:
pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and pupils in care or who left care
through adoption or another formal route. www.gov.uk/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-
alternative-provision-settings.

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information
parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU,
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/ofsted.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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