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Lesson 1: Objectives 

By the end of the lesson, you will; 
 

• Have taken part in a short Capoeira style 
workshop  

• Understand key Capoeira movements which 
are seen in A Linha Curva  

• Be able to create a Capoeira duet  



Overview  



General Facts  



Quick taster!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqY1e-iCRdo 

Key questions 
•  What dance styles can you see?  
•  What atmosphere is being created?  
•  What repeated movements could you see?  



What is Capoeira?  

Capoeira is a martial art that combines 
elements of fight, acrobatics, music, dance 
and rituals in a very elegant and magnetic 
way. Performed by two people, it is often 
called ‘Capoeira game’ that is played, not a 
fight.  

 

Capoeira is always played with a smile on the 
face symbolizing that the capoeiristas are not 
afraid of the danger that is coming. 
 

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=5OVV
m82R55M  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OVVm82R55M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OVVm82R55M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OVVm82R55M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OVVm82R55M


Basic movements 

•  Ginga – stepping sequence 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV-Sf5-aCcc  

•  Au – cartwheel (low, looking forward) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut4VtW_Z6BM  

•  Balanca – moving from side to side  

•  Negativa – defence action on the floor 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRb8inBYpf0  

•  Kick – variations 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQL0n5KvIhQ  

•  Role – low turn with hands on the floor  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV-Sf5-aCcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut4VtW_Z6BM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRb8inBYpf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQL0n5KvIhQ


Creative Task  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAxjdYDBK4
c – in duets  

The duets 
performed by 
the dancers 

reflect the style 
of Capoeira. 

How? 

In pairs; 
•  link together the basic Capoeira style 

movements to create a duet  
 

•  consider how you could develop this 

into more of a contemporary style of 
movement, but still retaining the 

essence of the Capoeira style  

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ – 

at 4 minutes  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAxjdYDBK4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAxjdYDBK4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ


Homework Task: by next 
Wednesday  
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Lesson 2: Objectives  
•  Recap Capoeira movements and duets  
•  Learn basic Samba steps and create a duet  

•  Analyse the stylistic features of A Linha Curva  

What is the 
choreographic 
intention for A 
Linha Curva?  

 
Can you name a 

stimulus? 

Task 1: recapping  
•  recap your Capoeira style 

duet/trio  
•  how can you develop this 

duet to have a more 
contemporary style? 



Samba Dance  
Developed in Brazil during the 19th century, the Samba is considered the 
dance of celebration and joy at Carnival celebrations in Rio. Lively and 
rhythmical, there are many types of Samba dances, just like there are many 
types of Samba music. Ballroom partner Samba, one of the popular Latin 
dances in ballroom competitions, is made up of many different South 
American dances mixed into one. In Brazil, a Samba dancer is known as a 
Sambista. 
 
Before Samba became a ballroom dance style, there were many styles of 
partner dances as well as solo Samba dances. As with the solo Samba, 
partner ballroom Samba has a quick beat that requires fast footwork. Over 
the years, the Samba has incorporated elaborate tricks, turns, and acrobatic 
feats into its basic set of figures. The main characteristics of the Samba are 
rapid steps taken on quarter beats and a rocking, swaying motion of the 
dancers.  

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=CABJfSW6MX

E  

http://dance.about.com/od/getstarteddancing/ht/Start_Ballroom.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CABJfSW6MXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CABJfSW6MXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CABJfSW6MXE


Basic steps  
• Voltas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2D
tIskP6SN0 – at 2.20 

• Travelling botafogos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xT
Nu0Iyazbs  

• Samba side steps 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GT
aGLOz7yQg    

• Stationary walks 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2D
tIskP6SN0   

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=kTc3pv7d5vY&t=62s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DtIskP6SN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DtIskP6SN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTNu0Iyazbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTNu0Iyazbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTaGLOz7yQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTaGLOz7yQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DtIskP6SN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DtIskP6SN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTc3pv7d5vY&t=62s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTc3pv7d5vY&t=62s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTc3pv7d5vY&t=62s


Creative task: 
Samba 
• remain in the same duets/trios  
• combine the basic Samba steps to create a motif 

 

Your motif needs to be; 
• Lively and energetic  
• Use quick, fast footwork  
• Use expressive arms 
• Movement within the hips   
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZWPYGbcVR8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZWPYGbcVR8


Stylistic features of 
A Linha Curva  

What does ‘stylistic features’ mean? 

The characteristics of the performance  
For example; Emancipation of expressionism uses hip hop movements such as animation 
and popping and locking.  It has powerful arm gestures and often the dancers have a low 
centre of gravity.  Isolation of body parts is significant, but it also reflects the 
contemporary dance style with the use of floor work.  

Watching the work; 
•  how would you describe the movements being performed?  
•  can you identify the different styles of dance?  
•  can you describe the work in 10 words  
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Lesson 3: Objectives 

• Learn 2 motifs from A Linha Curva  
• Discuss physical skills required  
• Identify motif’s within the work 

 



Starter task: find a partner and 
share your cultural motif with them 

– can they identify the country 
you’ve chosen? 



Motif 1: Liris 
  

a fast unison septet facing upstage 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_2
0PQ  - start and 17.40 minutes 

“Shows Galili’s style perfectly – 
everything out with 

hyperextension and concave 
torso.” 

 
7 dancers stand downstage in a 
line and perform version 1 
facing the back. 
 
This is the very first motif we 
see. It returns frequently later 
in the dance. 
• Facing the front 
• Diagonal line 
• Diagonal line in 

accumulation  

Learn the Liris motif and perform in unison, 
remember the Brazilian carnival style 
atmosphere the piece represents; 
 
• Perform facing the back 
• Perform facing the front 
• Perform in a diagonal line 
• Perform in a diagonal line using 

accumulation 
 

 
Now work as a group to put all 4 versions 
together into a performance   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ


Motif 2: Robson 

a fast phrase, swinging the arms over the head 
over a wide base in 2nd 

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=z_yqDn_20P
Q  Learn the Robson motif and 

perform in unison 
 

Add both motifs together 
into a group performance 

piece 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
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Lesson 4: Objectives 

• To be able to describe (in detail) two key motifs 
from ‘A Linha Curva’ 
 

• To create a fact page based on information 
gathered about A Linha Curva 



Describing a motif 
• A motif must be a phrase of 

movement and not a gesture.  
 
• When you describe a motif, it 

must be a step by step account of 
the phrase from start to finish.  

 
• You will always be asked to 

describe using action, space and 
dynamics, sometimes with 
relationships too. 



Task 1: Describing a motif 

Describe any motif that you have learned from 
A Linha Curva using action, space, dynamics 
and, if appropriate, relationships.  
Make sure you : 
A. State the section the motif is from and who 
is dancing it 
B. State correct stage directions 
C. Use interesting dynamic words 
D. Use accurate action words 
E. Write in full sentences 



Task 2: Creating a fact page (complete for homework)  

 Using the resources provided you need to;  
•  read and highlight the key information  

•  condense the most important points  
•  create a decorative information poster on the key 

facts for A Linha Curva  
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Lesson Five and Six: objectives  

•  Recap two phrases from A Linha Curva  
 

•  Use the stimulus for a choreographic task  
 

•  Learn 2x new motifs from A Linha Curva 



Task 1: Warm up 

Find a partner and recap the two motifs we learned 
in last weeks lesson; 
 
• Liris 
 
 
• Robson 



Task 1: Choreographic task 
In A Linha Curva there is a contrast between the 
LINES of the formations and the CURVES in the 

movement 
 You can use this to create your 

own choreography; 
 
A. In pairs, create a short motif 

(16 counts) using the words; 
circle, curve, loop and over 

B. Decide on two linear floor 
patterns 

C. Travel the motif along these 
lines.  

It doesn’t matter how many times 
the motif is repeated. 

 

Teach each other your travelling 
motifs and perform in unison; 

 

X X X 
X  X X 

 



Task 2: Motif 3 
  

Limbo walk – a fast unison 
phrase travelling downstage  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_2
0PQ   - at 1.00 minute 

15 dancers perform this phrase, 
travelling from upstage to 

downstage.  
 

They are positioned in 5 lines of 3.  

Annotate your ‘Jelenia’ 
stickman hand out to help you 
remember the details of the 

motif –  
Stage directions 

Dynamics 
How is it performed? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ


Fast gestural motif using 
twists, pivots and arm 

movements  

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=z_yqDn_20PQ – 1.10 minutes  

Task 3: Motif 4 
Annotate your ‘Wagner’ 

stickman hand out to help you 
remember the details of the 

motif –  
Stage directions 

Dynamics 
How is it performed? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ


Task 4: Creative task 

• Using all 4 motifs and your choreographed unison 
material, create a performance piece that 
represents the carnival type atmosphere suggested 
in A Linha Curva  

• You will be performing your dance at the end of the 
lesson 

 
 
 
 

Remember; 
 

Most of the 
material is 

performed in 
Unison or in 

Accumulation 
with LOTS of 

repetition and 
a continuous 

rhythm! 



Next lesson… Set Phrases 
• On Friday we will be starting to learn the first of the FOUR Set 

Phrases. 
• These are solo phrases that will eventually be video recorded and 

sent to an examiner 
• They require technical accuracy and control throughout 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaFoh8Vmtmg&list=PLBhgvcte
MltisacFDHw8HTZpFlr-gTyV9 – Breathe 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2jrYXzQflY&list=PLBhgvcteMlt
gdPyne3ab5T8UXGdYdANvq – Flux  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQkHmKxK2tA&list=PLBhgvcte
MltgoZ81U_M9X0Y5yIik36YQd – Shift  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WddzQ4TLFJM&list=PLBhgvcte
Mltiu293drc2dCiEjjulLFXYt - Scoop 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaFoh8Vmtmg&list=PLBhgvcteMltisacFDHw8HTZpFlr-gTyV9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaFoh8Vmtmg&list=PLBhgvcteMltisacFDHw8HTZpFlr-gTyV9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2jrYXzQflY&list=PLBhgvcteMltgdPyne3ab5T8UXGdYdANvq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2jrYXzQflY&list=PLBhgvcteMltgdPyne3ab5T8UXGdYdANvq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQkHmKxK2tA&list=PLBhgvcteMltgoZ81U_M9X0Y5yIik36YQd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQkHmKxK2tA&list=PLBhgvcteMltgoZ81U_M9X0Y5yIik36YQd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WddzQ4TLFJM&list=PLBhgvcteMltiu293drc2dCiEjjulLFXYt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WddzQ4TLFJM&list=PLBhgvcteMltiu293drc2dCiEjjulLFXYt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WddzQ4TLFJM&list=PLBhgvcteMltiu293drc2dCiEjjulLFXYt
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Lesson Seven and Eight: 
Objectives 
By the end of the lesson you will; 
 
• Know the costume and set design of A Linha Curva 

 
• Understand the contributions the costume makes 

to our understanding of the dance 
 

• Be able to complete exam style questions on 
costume and set 



Itzik ………. 
Galilli 

Galelli 

Calilli 

Galili 

Starter: 
use your 

white 
boards 



Which of these did Galili create in 
A Linha Curva? 

music 

lighting costume 

choreography 

set 



Which of these did Galili create, in 
A Linha Curva? 

music 

lighting costume 

choreography 

set 



Which company did he create  
A Linha Curva for? 

Rambert Dance Company, UK 

Balé da Cidade de São Paulo, Brazil 



Which company performs A Linha 
Curva on the GCSE Dance video? 

Rambert Dance Company, UK 

Balé da Cidade de São Paulo, Brazil 



Task 1: Interview  

• Listen carefully to the interview with Mikaela Polley 
and complete the worksheet 
 

• Try to fill it in with as much detail as possible 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=z_yqDn_20PQ – 14.54 minutes 

(male duet (fouette turns) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5M8nCudm3Mw&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthpNdpVUZjOMSoJxwSXSk6l
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5M8nCudm3Mw&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthpNdpVUZjOMSoJxwSXSk6l
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5M8nCudm3Mw&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthpNdpVUZjOMSoJxwSXSk6l
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5M8nCudm3Mw&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthpNdpVUZjOMSoJxwSXSk6l
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5M8nCudm3Mw&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthpNdpVUZjOMSoJxwSXSk6l
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ


Costumes 
• The costumes worn by the dancers of A Linha Curva 

are bright and colourful to support the Brazilian, 
carnival nature of the dance. 
 

• In an exam you will need to describe them in detail 
and explain the impact (contribution) of them. 



Costumes – male dancers 

• Mirrored disc worn by the 
male dancers as collars in 
the introductory chant - to 
reflect the light and create 
an effect.  

 
• Male costume (front and 

back – zip across the back) 



Costumes – female dancers 

• Female dancers costumes 
– front and back 
 

• The zips are in different 
colours and attached in 
different directions 



Task 2: Draw and label 

Use the dancer outlines in your ‘A Linha Curva 
booklet’ to draw and label the costumes worn by 

the male and female dancers. 



Task 3: Describe the costume 
Describe both of the 
costumes you have 
drawn.  
Consider the following: 
 
Design 
Colour(s) 
Texture/fabric  
Fit  
 



Example description 

• Female dancer -  she is wearing pink, 
tight, lycra hot pants and a sheer 
black top with a zip in the same 
colour (pink). The top is a tunic at 
the front, dropping to hip height, 
and virtually backless.  
 

• The zips form lines across the body - 
some on a diagonal, some vertical, 
some on the right, some on the left 
or centre. 



Example description 

• The male dancer wears the same 
costume as the girls but in 
reverse. 

 
• The large square cut out for the 

back of the girls’ costume is now 
the front of the men’s costume. 
The material is black and sheer. 

 
• This dancer wears red, tight, 

lycra hot pants/shorts 
 

Did you know? 
 

In the men’s ‘showing off’ 
section with the solo girl - they 

turn their tops round. 



Task 4: Costume - contributions 

You must now consider why these costumes were 
used and how the costumes help the audience to 

understand the dance work 
 

These are called ‘CONTRIBUTIONS’ 
 

Look at the list at the bottom of the page and agree 
with a partner which are relevant to these costumes 

Example: allows for ease of movement 



Contributions example 

• The costumes allow the audience to see the line of the body 
easily.  
 

• The zip lines are different and add to the contradictions 
behind the title - they are all straight lines rather than 
curved, supporting dance idea 
 

• The colours are bright and reflect the celebratory ‘party’ 
style of the dance - the choreographic intention.  

 
• Chosen so that they disappear when out of the light.  They 

had to be able to go black in the dark, complimenting other 
components like the lighting 

 



Kahoot! quiz 

• Log on to the computer 
 

• Type ‘Kahoot’ into google and 
wait for the pin number for the 
quiz on ‘A Linha Curva’ 
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Starter 

• Mock exam results 
 

• Target setting 



Set design/ performance space 
There is no set apart from a black dance floor and a 

raised platform for the musicians upstage.  
This too is black and the backdrop is black also.  

Proscenium/
End on 
staging  



Set design 
• The musicians are integral to the dance and Galili 

wanted them to be visible - music and dance 
working together within the Brazilian culture of 
the stimulus.  

• The raised platform allows this without reducing 
the performance space. 

The emptiness and 
blackness of the stage 

creates the perfect 
environment for the 

vibrant lighting design 
that is so important 

for the dance 



Set design and staging 

• Annotate the set design 
page with as much detail 
as you can 
 

• Highlight the relevant 
‘contributions’ made by 
the set/staging   
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Lighting design 

• The Lighting works with the movement and the 
accompaniment throughout.  

 
• Accompaniment and lighting are linked together 

electronically, rather than operated manually. 



Lighting design 
• There are 49 overhead lights on the grid, shining 

directly downwards. They are positioned in 7 rows and 
7 columns to form a large square covering the entire 
performance area.  

 
• The squares are programmed in a variety of patterns, 

allowing for single strips to highlight dancers in a line, 
or a single square to highlight a solo. 
 



Lighting design 

• There are two large white wash lights positioned 
high up stage left, shining diagonally down. These 
are used for the ‘showing off’ section.  
 

• There are warm orange sidelights stage left, 
shining horizontally across the stage , used for the 
battle. 

TOP TIP!  
The lighting adds immense 

excitement to the dance, allowing 
dancers to appear and disappear 

into light or darkness 



Describe the lighting 

When describing the 
lighting you must include; 

• Type of lighting – spot, 
wash, side light etc. 

• Direction – above, upstage 
etc. 

• Intensity – how bright or 
dim 

• Colour  
 



Task 1: Draw and describe the 
lighting 

• There are so many 
lighting changes, it is 
impossible to know them 
all for the exam.  
 

• Choose three and know 
them in detail.  
DRAW AND DESCRIBE 

EACH 







Homework: description and 
contributions  

Describe, in detail the 3 
lighting states shown in 
the pictures in your 
booklet 
 
Highlight or underline 
the effect/contribution 
of the lighting on our 
understanding of the 
dance. 



Quiz – identify the 
correct lighting! 



Which lighting is used for the 
beginning ‘Tum Tarakka Tum’’ chant? 



Which lighting is used for the 
‘Showing Off’ section? 



Which lighting is used for the 
first Liris motif? 



How many overhead lights are 
there on the checked grid? 

36 25 49 

16 64 81 



How is the lighting operated? 

Manually, 
pushing buttons 

Automatic 
programme 

Linked to a click 
track 



How is the lighting operated? 

Manually, 
pushing buttons 

Automatic 
programme 

Linked to a click 
track 



Why? 

Automatic 
programme 

Linked to a click 
track 

To make sure that 
the dancers are 

always in the correct 
squares 



Year 10 GCSE Dance  

Term 5: Professional 
work 

A Linha Curva  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_yqDn_20PQ


Who composed the 
music for a Linha curva? 

Purcosa 

Percosa 

Pircossa Percossa 



What nationality is Percossa? 

English 

French 

Dutch 

Spanish 



What nationality is Percossa? 

English 

French 

 

Spanish 



Which instruments are used in 
A Linha Curva? 

octaban 

guitar 

bongos 

piano 

the body 

Taiko drums flute 

conga 

shakers 

trumpet 

whistle 

Boom 
whackers 

conga 

shakers 

trumpet 



Which instruments are used in 
A Linha Curva? 

octaban 

guitar 

bongos 

piano 

the body 

taiko drums flute 

conga 

shakers 

whistle 

boom 
whackers 

conga 

shakers 

trumpet 



What is the main MUSICAL STYLE? 

Bossa Nova Samba 

Meringue Salsa 



What is the main MUSICAL STYLE? 

Bossa Nova Samba 

Meringue Salsa 



Which country does samba 
come from?  

Argentina Brazil 

Cuba Mexico 



Instruments used in ‘A Linha 
Curva’  







Accompaniment facts 

• The initial ideas came from Itzik Galili, who wanted 
the music to have a heavy Brazilian influence.  

• The rhythms are various but Samba features 
prominently. 

• The accompaniment structure supports the idea of 
the The Curved Line. Percossa sketched how they 
wanted the line of intensity to look. 

• Rather than have a huge climax in the middle, they 
instead opted to start the work on a high and drop 
in Section 2, before climbing again. 



Accompaniment facts 

• The Tum tarakka Tum chanting was inspired by Indian 
Kathak, fused with Percossa’s own ideas.  

• The words do not mean anything but are simply there 
to create rhythm and energy. 
 

• The music is played live by 4 musicians, but there is a 
vital click playing as well. This click is linked to the 
lighting programme and it is paramount that both start 
at the same time so that the choreography works 
within the squares.  

 
• If they do not begin at the same time, dancers end up 

in the dark! 



 Task 1: Describe the aural 
setting from Section 1, 2 and 3-7 

Opening: Tum Tarakka Tum Adage Septet 

A chant. The dancers chant ‘Tum Tarakka 
Tum’’ 3 times in a percussive tone 

emulating a drum. A separate group of 
girls then shout ‘he he he’ in shrill 

voices. The words have no meaning and 
are chosen for rhythm and energy. This 

links to the Brazilian culture of the 
stimulus and the fun of the 

choreographic intention. 

A dramatic change. The rapid rhythms 
have gone and now we have a 

mysterious, echoing sound with just 
taps on the drums, a rattling scraping 

sound, and the tinny berimbaum string. 
This works well with the calm, slowed 

down movement performed by the girls 
at this point and the mysterious, silent 

passing of the skateboards. 
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Describe the aural setting from 
Section 1, 2 and 3-7 

A full blown carnival samba! It begins by calling 
with a whistle before falling into a lively, 

exciting samba rhythm on bongo, conga, bass 
drum, shaker and whistle. 

 
The dancers follow the rhythm and the party 

atmosphere, accumulating into the bright and 
vigorous Robson motif which travels forward 

en masse. 

Robson and Adage (Samba) 
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