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	GCSE HISTORY 

	(Yr11 AP2 Mock Exam)

	Paper 2  Shaping the nation
2A Britain:  health and the people c1000 to the present day:
Norman England 1066-c1100 Section A
Norman England 1066-c1100 Section B
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For this Mock Exam you will be answering two sets of questions on the Normans as we have not started studying the Medicine topic yet.

Spend approximately 50 minutes on each set.
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Norman England, c1066–c1100 (Section A)


Use Source 5 to answer question 01.



	Source 5

	William of Poitiers, 1070s, writing about a meeting between William and Harold Godwinson
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Answer all four questions below:




	0
	1
	
	How convincing is Source 5 in showing why William had a strong claim to the throne.  
Explain your answer using Source 5 and your contextual knowledge.
[8 marks]



	
	
	
	

	0
	2
	
	Explain what was important about the actions taken by William to deal with rebellions in establishing Norman control.. 

[8 marks]

	
	
	
	

	0
	3
	
	Write an account of why William won the Battle of Hastings. 
[8 marks]

	
	
	
	

	0
	4
	
	‘The main change that Norman castles brought about was that they allowed the Normans to defend their new lands’.  
How far does a study of Pickering Castle support this statement?  
You should refer to Pickering Castle and your contextual knowledge. (16 marks + 4 SPaG)
[16 marks]
[4 marks SPaG]

	
	
	
	
















Norman England, c1066–c1100 (Section B)


Use Interpretation C to answer question 05.



	Interpretation C

	Adapted from ‘The Norman Conquest’ by NJ Higham, Sutton Pocket Histories, 1998
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Answer all four questions below:




	0
	5
	
	How convincing is Interpretation C in showing why Harold Godwinson had a strong claim to the throne?  Use the source and your own knowledge.
[8 marks]



	
	
	
	

	0
	6
	
	Explain what was important about Edward the Confessor’s lack of an heir in 1066.

[8 marks]

	
	
	
	

	0
	7
	
	Write an account of how William sought to maintain control once he had won the Battle of Hastings.. 
[8 marks]

	
	
	
	

	0
	8
	
	‘The main change that Norman castles brought about was that they allowed the Normans to defend their new lands’.  
How far does a study of Pevensey Castle support this statement?  
You should refer to Pickering Castle and your contextual knowledge. (16 marks + 4 SPaG)
[16 marks]
[4 marks SPaG]
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‘The Norman Conquest’ by N. J. Higham,
Sutton Pocket Histories 1998:

On his deathbed in the
presence of his wife, his
steward and the archbishop,
Edward nominated Harold
as hig successor. With
William’s candidacy
unsupported in England,
Tostig in exile and Edgar
inexperienced, Edward had
little option but to reinforce
the candidacy of his brother
in law and sub regulus.
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Materials
For this paper you must have:
* an AQA answer booklet.

Instructions
e Use black ink or black ball-point pen.

* Write the information required on the front of your answer booklet. The examining body for this paper
is AQA. The paper reference is 8145/2A.
Do all rough work in the answer book. Cross through any work you do not want to be marked.
Answer all questions from Section A.
Answer all questions on your chosen topic for Section B.
Only answer the questions for the topic you have studied in Section B.

Information

o The maximum mark for this paper is 84.

o The marks for questions are shown in brackets.

o Extended writing is tested in question 04 in Section A and in questions 08, 12, 16 and 20 in
Section B.
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Information
The maximum mark for this paper is 84.
The marks for questions are shown in brackets.
Extended writing is tested in question 04 in Section A and in questions 08, 12, 16 and 20 in
Section B.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) will be assessed in question 04. The marks for SPaG
are shown below the mark allocation for each question.

Advice
e You are advised to spend 50 minutes on Section A and 50 minutes on Section B.
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SOURCE 5

William of Poitiers, 1070s, writing about
a meeting between William and Harold
Godwinson.

When they had come together in conference
at Bonneville, Harold in that place swore
loyalty to the Duke. And ... he took an oath
of his own free will in the following terms:
firstly that he would be representative of
Duke William at the court of his lord, King
Edward, as long as the King lived; secondly
that he would employ all his influence and
wealth to ensure that after the death of King
Edward the kingdom of England should be
confirmed in the possession of the Duke.





