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Key Concepts in Religion, Peace and Conflict
Justice
[image: Image result for key concepts]Fairness; making right and fair a situation which has been unjust. Religion is meant to bring justice to the world, and to fight injustice where it is seen. Many wars are about, or include the abuse of, justice. So, many religious people feel duty-bound to fight against that. For example, Sikhs vow to fight against injustice. 
Peace
This has to be the aim and goal of all people, as it means to live in harmony and without fear. Many religions talk about a time to come where there is peace. It may be the Kingdom of Heaven, paradise or enlightenment, but it is a goal for all to reach and work towards. Having peace on earth (no wars) is a step towards that.
Reconciliation
Most religious people will be involved in reconciliation after war. The Quakers are pacifists who try to bring sides together and help them resolve issues so they can live peacefully. If we do not bring the opposing sides together and get their issues resolved, how can we expect any peace to last?
Forgiveness
This is the belief that we should be able to move a relationship forward with someone who has done wrong to us, but accepting their apology and putting the wrong-doing behind us. It is a central teaching of Christianity and important in all religions.
Conflict
Before the actual fighting starts, there is conflict. Conflict is disagreement; armed conflict is the actual fighting. Religious people might have been involved in trying to resolve the original disagreements, but might also then get involved in the armed conflicts as often they feel they have no other option. For example, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor, was involved in a plot to kill Hitler. Many religious people have died in battle.

Tasks:
1. What is justice?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What do Sikhs vow to do?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What is the main aim and goal of all people?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What do many religions talk about?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What do most religious people be involved in after war?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What do the Quakers do?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. What is forgiveness?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. What is a central teaching of Christianity?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. What is conflict?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10. What do many religious people get involve in?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………...    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes about the meaning and significance of justice
In terms of justice, there are two elements to justice:
1. [image: Image result for dharma wheel]To put right injustice; making right a situation which has been unjust
2. To carry out this fight in a just way
Buddhism
[image: Related image]Buddhist believe in prevention and diffusing conflict (a pacifist approach). However, out of compassion, right speech and right action, injustice must be challenged. It is important for justice to be found through negotiation. This is significant because war does not always bring peace and the threats of nuclear war/terrorism in the modern world environment are unacceptable to Buddhists. Justice is to understand the issues, respond with compassion and to know that violence only breeds a cycle of retaliation. Buddhists will not fight through greed, hatred or ignorance but for justice, Buddhists will act.
Christianity
[image: Image result for hinduism]Christians will fight for justice under the conditions of the just war theory, which is that war should be fought with justice too; the cause, weapons used, treatment of captured soldiers, should all be just. Whilst God desires peace, He also desires that humans should live in justice and freedom. However, some Christians believe that the conditions gained from war are never better than the injustice that started it. War does go against Jesus’ teachings, but it is necessary for the greater good.
Hinduism
[image: Image result for islam]Holy books teach that it is necessary to be able to morally justify war in order to preserve the dharma. Arjuna, as a Kshatriya, is reminded of his duty to uphold a righteous cause and that in fact there is nothing better than a righteous war. If the cause is just, Hindus will take up arms. Self-defence is justifiable; hence India has nuclear weapons to protect from aggressors. Some Hindus have turned to terrorism to protect Hindu beliefs. The Arthashastra scriptures state that governments must act with a suitable moral approach, which implies a just one.
Islam
Muslims believe in jihad, ‘the striving for justice’, which can mean armed conflict to protect the common good. Radical Jihad is not accepted and neither is terrorism. Islam condemns violence and indiscriminate killing, so wars have to be carried out in the right way and there is a set of rules for warfare. People have the right to freedom and to defend that freedom in the [image: Related image]right way.
Judaism
Justice is a key issue in Judaism, for example, tzedakah is all about justice, even though people often think about it as charity. War in self-defence is justifiable where the Jewish nation is under attack, as this is about bringing justice. However, it must be carried out in a just way throughout. Even nuclear weapons are acceptable because they are there as self-protection rather than as an aggressive act.
[image: Related image]Sikhism
Sikhs will fight for justice. Dharam yudh (a righteous war) is the idea that minimum force should be sued; only enough to achieve an objective. Nuclear war and terrorism are never right as they indiscriminately take life, which is the highest expression of the Supreme Self, God. However, some Sikhs have used terrorist tactics claiming the actions as ‘rightful force’ against oppression. 

Tasks:
1. What are the two elements to justice?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What do Buddhists believe about the meaning and significance of justice?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What do Christians believe about the meaning and significance of justice?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What do Hindus believe about the meaning and significance of justice?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What do Muslims believe about the meaning and significance of justice?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What do Jews believe about the meaning and significance of justice?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. What do Sikhs believe about the meaning and significance of justice?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………




Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes about the meaning and significance of forgiveness 
and reconciliation
[image: Image result for forgiveness and reconciliation]Forgiveness and reconciliation are two of the most difficult challenges we have, both as individuals and nations, especially after a war or period of conflict. We hear much about the horrors of war, but what happens after it very rarely gets reported or seen. Nations very rarely apologise for their actions (as this would seem to say they were wrong to act in the first place) or forgive other nations, but reconciliation appears to just happen over time despite this. 
However, on an individual basis there have been many stories of people coming to terms with war, their action and the actions of others by both seeking forgiveness and indeed giving it. This has then led to a kind of reconciliation. As a religious person of whatever faith, it is looked at as the right thing to do… to forgive.
Corrie Ten Boom
[image: Image result for corrie ten boom]Corrie Ten Boom was a Dutch girl who helped save Jewish lives in Holland in the Second World War. She was caught with her father and sister, both of whom were killed by Nazis. She was for some reason released – an act of God, she claimed. 
Later, when giving talks about the Holocaust, she met the SS man at church in Munich who had guarded them in Ravensbrook concentration camp. As he held out his hand to shake hers, all her memories flooded back. She kept her hand by her side, even though she had preached many times that we should forgive those who hurt us. She recalled the treatment in the camps, her anger growing alongside a desire for revenge. Then, she felt that her emotional state was a sin and began to tell herself off because she believed Jesus had died for all, including this man. So she prayed for God to help her forgive him. She tried to smile and to raise her hand to shake his. However, she still could not engage with this man, so she prayed again for the help from Jesus. This time, she said, when their hands touched, it was as if a current was flowing from her to him and she felt love (agape) for this man who had formally been her cruel guard. Corrie interpreted this to mean that the rifts in the world are healed by God’s love. She believed that through Jesus’ command to his followers to love their enemies, the ability to love enemies also comes from Jesus.
[image: Image result for Eric Lomax]Eric Lomax
Eric Lomax was a British soldier who was tortured by the Japanese whilst a prisoner during the Second World War, but who was able to forgive one of his tormentors. He was one of thousands of British soldiers who surrendered to the Japanese in Singapore in 1942. Many were relocated to Thailand and forced to build the Burma Railway, also known as the Death Railway. After his captors found a radio receiver he had made he was repeatedly tortured; multiple bones were broken and water was poured into his nose and mouth. One of his constant torturers stood out: Nagase Takashi, an interpreter. “At the end of the war, I would have been happy to murder him,” Eric told the New York Times in 1995. Eric had actually searched for the man and Eric’s wife had written a letter to arrange a meeting between the two in Thailand. He learned that after the war Nagase had become an interpreter for the Allies and helped locate thousands of graves and mass burial sites along the Burma Railway.
“When we met, Nagase greeted me with a formal bow,” Eric said. “I took his hand and said in Japanese, ‘Good morning, Mr. Nagase, how are you?’ He was trembling and crying. He said over and over again: ‘I am so sorry, so very sorry.’ “
Eric had gone to the meeting with absolutely no sympathy for his former torturer, but was turned around by the complete humility Nagase showed. In the following days, they spent a lot of time together – talking and laughing – and they became good friends. That friendship remained until their deaths.
“I haven’t forgiven Japan as a nation,” Eric told The Times, “but I’ve forgiven one man because he’s experienced such great personal regret.”
[image: Image result for c s lewis to be a christian]When people forgive they start to heal and move on from their wartime suffering. All religions would commend these two individuals for what they were able to do. Whether it is religion inspired or simple human action, Corrie Ten Boom and Eric Lomax set an example for others. Neither found it easy, but both had the strength to do it.
Religious Ideas about Forgiveness
· Holding on to anger is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it at someone else – you are the one who gets burned – Buddha
· Dispelled is anger as forgiveness is grasped – Guru Amar Das 
· To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you – C. S. Lewis
· The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong – Gandhi
· We achieve inner health only through forgiveness – the forgiveness not only of others but also of ourselves – Rabbi Joshua Loth Liebman
· Although the just penalty for an injustice is an equivalent retribution, those who pardon and maintain righteousness are rewarded by God. He does not love the unjust – Qur’an 42:40
Tasks:
1. What are two of the most difficult challenges we have?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What is the right thing to do, for a religious person?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain the forgiveness and reconciliation of Corrie Ten Boom.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain the forgiveness and reconciliation of Eric Lomax.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What are the religious ideas about forgiveness?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes about violence including violent protest
[image: Image result for dharma wheel]
Buddhism
[image: Related image]Buddhism does not believe in any sort of violence and any protest should be non-violent. Protests have taken place and speaking out about injustice can be seen as the right action. Trying to change injustice is a compassionate act. The Dalai Lama has said that peace can only happen with mutual respect. However, there have been occasions where Buddhists have used violence in protests, for example, against the Chinese occupation of Tibet and the very famous incident of Thich Quang Duc, who was a monk who set fire to himself to protest during the Vietnam War.

Christianity
Christianity again teaches non-violence, as Jesus said ‘Blessed are the peacemakers’ and told his followers to turn the other cheek in the face of violence. Christians are told to love their enemies and love each other. However, God gave humans free will and choice and sometimes non-violent protest is ignored, so violence may be used to force change for the common good. 

[image: Image result for hinduism]Hinduism
Hinduism believed that non-violence is the only way to achieve anything long-term. The principle of ahimsa is key to Hindu life but even so, injustice should not be tolerated. Protest don for the right reasons can be seen as a religious act in itself and Gandhi himself protested about equal rights, apartheid in South Africa and against British rule. 

[image: Image result for islam]Islam
Islam means peace and Muslims should act is a peaceful manner, but violence may be used in self-defence. Muslims have a duty to protest about anything unfair and in the UK we have seen protests over wars and issues in the Middle East, what is perceived as Islamophobia, terrorism and racism issues. Some have become violent in nature, for example in 2015 in Palestine, Muslims threw missiles at the Israeli police/army in protest over the shooting dead of a 13 year old boy.

[image: Related image]Judaism
Judaism does allow protest against injustice, as Jews believe that G-d made them stewards and having been the subject of persecution they want to help others in the same situation. The books of the Nevi’im have stories of the prophets protesting. Jews have protested about anti-Semitism and issues in Israel. Quite often civil disobedience (active refusal to obey certain laws) is used, but violence is not. However, in spite of teachings, sometimes violence does erupt as emotions run high.
Sikhism
[image: Related image]Sikhism believes in not harming others but at the same time is a warrior religion. The Sikh Khanda symbol includes crossed swords. There is a willingness to violently fight for justice if necessary. We have seen this in India in Sikhs defending themselves against Hindu attacks. Sikhs believe in sewa (service) and as such they will defend the persecuted. The intention is always peaceful, but again, in practice, violence can happen.


Tasks:
1. What are the Buddhist beliefs about violence and violent protest?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What are the Christian beliefs about violence and violent protest?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………



3. What are the Hindu beliefs about violence and violent protest?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What are the Muslim beliefs about violence and violent protest?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What are the Jewish beliefs about violence and violent protest?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What are the Sikh beliefs about violence and violent protest?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………



Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
about terrorism

[image: Image result for terrorism]Terrorism is an act of violence which is intended to create fear. A terrorist is anyone who plans or carries out such an act. Terrorist acts are often directed at civilians and because of this, many consider them to be unlawful acts of war or violence. The United Nations Security Council regards terrorist attacks as criminal: Acts intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants with the purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government or an international organisation to do or abstain from doing any act. 
[image: Image result for terrorism]In the modern world, there have been many recorded acts of terrorism. Al Qaeda’s attacks on the World Trade Centre Twin Towers (11 September 2001) and the London Underground (7 July 2005) are just two of the many recorded examples of suicide bombers around the world. However, not all terrorist attacks are like this, often the terrorists attack and kill others, not giving their own lives. There have also been other kinds of attacks, such as on the internet and against governments and businesses (Charlie Hebdo in Paris in 2015), and attacks on historical sites, (for example, Islamic State destroying the ancient site of Palmyra in 2015).
Why do terrorists carry out attacks?
· They are fighting against social and political injustice, where a group of people are being denied their human rights
· They are fighting against poverty
· They are fighting to assert their religious beliefs, especially where they feel these are denied to them
When people are fighting for a cause they believe in, some are prepared to go to any lengths to have their voice heard. It has been said that, ‘One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter.’ There are many examples where a person was classed as a terrorist, but later seen as a legitimate leader, for example, Martin McGuiness in Northern Ireland and Nelson Mandela in South Africa. 

Tasks:
1. What is terrorism?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Who is a terrorist?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What does the United Nations Security Council regard terrorist acts as?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Give examples of modern acts of terrorism.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain why terrorists carry out attacks.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What lengths are some people willing to go to?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. What examples are there of someone being classes as a terrorist, but later seen as a legitimate leader?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………




Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
about reasons for war
At any point in time there is always a war happening somewhere in the world. We have fought wars throughout history and there is little sign of them stopping. Wars between nations, civil wars, threats of futuristic wars including nuclear and cyber wars all threaten our existence on a daily basis. We have progressed in terms of weapons and types of war to a point where weapons already exist that could destroy us all. 
[image: Image result for greed]All religions promote peace and the majority of the world’s people would claim to have a religious beliefs… so why do we continue to have conflicts? We will look at three specific reasons: Greed, Self-defence and Retaliation.

Greed
This is war to gain, for example, more land, more power or more resources. Most religions would disagree with this as a reason. Greed comes from selfishness, which are both characteristics not approved of by religions. Considering the numbers of soldiers and casualties in war, greed could never be seen as a justifiable reason for it.
[image: Image result for defend your country]Self-defence
Religious holy books and texts describe wars. The Old Testament, the Qur’an, the Bhagavad Gita and the Guru Granth Sahib all suggest that war may be necessary in self-defence. If a country or religion is under attack, then conflicts can happen. It would be seen as entirely right and proper to defend your country against attack. The problem comes when the response is disproportionately large, and self-defence turns into aggression for its own gain. 

Retaliation
[image: Image result for retaliation]At times, a country will be attacked in a way which provokes retaliation. For example, the First World War began as a retaliation against a political assassination. The problem with retaliation is that it is often a spontaneous reaction which leads to the escalation of a situation, and hence war. Religion would all say that peaceful negotiation and discussions to resolve issues are better than simple retaliation because they diffuse rather than exacerbate issues.
Tasks:
1. What threatens our existence on a daily basis?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What do all religions promote?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What do most religions believe about ‘greed’ as a reason for war?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What do most holy books suggest war might be necessary for?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What might be the problem of war for self-defence?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What is ‘retaliation’?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. What is the problem with retaliation?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Religious attitudes to war and peace
Buddhism
[image: Image result for dharma wheel]Buddhism is a religion of peace. Although Buddhist countries have armies, they exist for defence purposes and as a secondary police force. 
Buddhism teaches:
· The First Precept is to refrain from harming others; this is ahimsa and is a core principle of Buddhism
· The Noble Eightfold Path – for example, Right Action and Right Awareness
· Hatred does not cease by hatred, hatred ceases love (Dhammapada)
· Peace can exist if everyone respects all others (Dalai Lama)
The message of Buddhism is one of peace, not war. Buddhists believe their actions have consequences for their future rebirths. It is wrong to harm others, yet soldiers must kill. Buddhists believe all peaceful means must be treid, because war can lead to greater problems than it solves. War is often the result of the Three Poisons (greed, hatred, ignorance), and war also encourages them, whereas Buddhism seeks to get rid of them. The Dalai Lama is the spiritual leader of the Tibetans; his country was invaded by and made part of China. He believes that the only resolution can be a peaceful one. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992.
[image: Related image]Christianity
The teachings of Christianity are peaceful. Jesus taught a message of love and Christianity has a strong pacifist tradition. However, many Christians accept that there are circumstances when it is necessary to use armed conflict and will fight in a Just War. No Christian denomination would support the use of nuclear weapons.
Christianity teaches:
· Put away your sword. Those who live by the sword, die by the sword – Jesus
· Blessed are the peacemakers – Jesus
· Love your enemies and pray for them – Jesus
· Peace I leave you, my peace I give to you – Jesus
· Everyone must commit themselves to peace – Pope John Paul II
Christianity is a peaceful religion if we look at the teachings of both Jesus and St Paul. The Kingdom of Heaven is a place of peace and love, not violence and fighting. All the earliest Christians were pacifists and most Christians today are pacifists. The Quaker Movement is a good example of this attitude.
[image: Image result for hinduism]Many Christians only agree with war in certain circumstances, for example, to defend against an invading force. Many Christians disagreed with the war on Iraq (2003 – 2011) because they felt the reasons for it were wrong, and that it led to many innocent people being killed. Where Christians accept war, it has to be the last resort after all peaceful efforts have failed.
Hinduism
Hindus are split by caste (social division, one of which is Kshatriya, which means ‘to protect from harm’. They are a warrior caste. Hindus believe in following dharma (duty), so for Kshatriyas, fighting is acceptable in just wars. However, Hinduism promotes ahimsa (non-violence) and tolerance as key virtues, which are against fighting.
Hinduism teaches:
· Kshatriyas (warrior caste) are expected to be the first to battle and the bravest in battle; their main duty is to defend and protect others
· Even an enemy must be offered appropriate hospitality if he comes to your home (Mahabharata)
· Key Hindu virtues include ahimsa (non-violence), tolerance, compassion and respect, as well as protection of others
· The pursuit of truth does not permit violence being inflicted on one’s opponent – Gandhi
· [image: Image result for warrior caste]If you do not fight in this just war, you will neglect your duty, harm your reputation and commit the sin of omission (Bhagavad Gita)
So, where war is seen as just, for example in defence against an invading nation, Kshatriyas must follow their duty and fight. Not doing so would gain bad karma and negatively affect future rebirth. Where it is necessary to protect others, fighting may be the only way, and so is acceptable.
However, Mahatma Gandhi stressed that justice can be achieved through non-violence. Since all life is sacred because Brahman is within all, the atman, war destroys this ideal.
Islam
[image: Image result for islam]One meaning of the word Islam is peace. Allah has 99 names known to Muslims. One of them is As-salaam, which means ‘the source of peace’. It is said that if all people followed the Muslim way of life, there should only be peace. Muslims should work to keep the peace; war should only occur when all peaceful means have been exhausted. Only then do Muslims have a duty to fight in the defence of Allah and the weak and oppressed.
Islam teaches:
· Great others ‘salaam alaikum’, which means ‘peace be upon you’.
· Greater jihad is every Muslim’s personal struggle to follow Allah, the lesser jihad is holy war in defence of Islam
· To those against whom war is made, permission is given to fight (Qur’an)
· Those who die in the name of Allah will be rewarded in Paradise (Qur’an)
· Hate your enemy mildly; for he may become your friend one day (Hadith)
When Muhammad (PBUH) was alive, the Muslim community had to defend themselves by fighting. If they had not, they would all have been killed. Allah ordered Muslims to fight back when attacked, so holy war became a duty for Muslims. The Muslim religion realises that sometimes to defend people’s rights or to change a terrible situation, we have to fight.
[image: Related image]Judaism
Judaism does not question the right to defend a just cause by war. The Talmud says that whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his own blood be shed. However, in fact there are rules which exist for fighting war only as a last resort. It is forbidden to take delight in the war or its victory, and Jews believe that when the Messiah comes, all weapons will be destroyed and turned into peaceful tools. Peace remains the ideal.
Judaism teaches:
· The Jewish greeting is ‘shalom’ – meaning peace
· Get ready for war. Call out your best warriors. Let your fighting men advance for the attack (Ketuvim)
· The sword comes to the world because of a delay of justice and through injustice (Talmud)
· It shall come to pass…nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more (Nevi’im)
· When siege is laid to a city, surround only three sides to give an opportunity for escape to those who would flee to save their lives (Maimonides Code)
[image: Image result for war and peace]In early Judaism, war was a religious duty. There are many descriptions of wars fought in the Bible, where G-d is on the side of the righteous Israelite army, and they win. The Ark of the Covenant was taken into battle with them as a talisman. Today, war is still acceptable, but as a last resort, and only for just reasons, for example, self-defence, or when the Jews or Israel are threatened.
There are rules about fighting in wars, including that chances for escape and surrender must be given, that there is no scorched earth policy and that civilians and prisoners are treated with dignity. 
The ideal is peace, and justice is vital for peace.

[image: Related image]Sikhism
Sikhs have duties to fight for justice and to protect minorities. War should be a last resort and be fought in a just manner.
Sikhism teaches:
· The Sikh Khanda includes two swords, and Sikhs wear the kirpan showing a willingness to fight when necessary
· When all other methods have failed it is permissible to draw the word – Guru Gobind Singh
· A true warrior is one who fights for the downtrodden, the weak and the meek – Guru Granth Sahib
· The Lord is the haven of peace (Adi Granth)
· Peace is believed to come from God
[image: Image result for sikh warriors]Whilst Sikhism aims for peace, it also allows for fighting, particularly in self-defence and for justice. Early Sikhism saw many threats from other communities, including the rulers of the land in which they lived. Being able to fight was the only way Sikhism could have survived. Several of the Sikh Gurus instructed Sikhs to do physical and military training. Guru Ram Das swapped prayer beads for two swords, showing a stance against oppression and injustice. Guru Tegh Bahadur led the Sikhs into battle for the right to religious freedom. Guru Gobind Singh organised the Sikhs into an effective army after setting up the Khalsa, whose members were prepared to give up their lives for the religion. Even in the modern world, many Sikh men are soldiers and very highly regarded for their skill and effort, fighting for the country in which they live, so for example, there are Sikhs in the British Army.
This does not mean that Sikhism looks for wars to fight. Peace through justice is the ideal. However, there is an obligation to fight to get justice, where necessary.
Some Sikhs are pacifist out of respect for the sanctity of life and the belief that God created all life, so that it deserved both respect and protection.



Tasks:
1. What are the Buddhist beliefs about war and peace?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What are the Christian beliefs about war and peace?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What are the Hindu beliefs about war and peace?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What are the Muslim beliefs about war and peace?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What are the Jewish beliefs about war and peace?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What are the Sikh beliefs about war and peace?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Religions allowing war – holy war and just war
[image: Image result for war clipart]All religious traditions believe in peace, not war. However, most also accept that there are times when it is necessary to go to war to avoid a greater evil. Within religious teachings there are contrasting views on war and so religious believers must use their conscience in deciding if they believe a war is morally justified.
There are three possible stances a religious believer might take: 
1. Pacifist – believing that all war and killing is wrong
2. Holy War – believing it is right to fight a war in the name of God
3. Just War – believing it is right to fight a war in the interests of justice and the greater good
Within some religious traditions, there is clear guidance on the rules and legitimacy of wars.
[image: Related image]Christianity
Declare a holy war, call the troops to arms (Old Testament)
Holy War
Within Christian history there was once a strong concept of holy war. In the Old Testament there are many examples of wars fought in the name of God. The soldiers believed God was on their side and indeed had influence over the outcomes of battles. For example, Joshua’s army followed God’s commands to blow trumpets and bring down the walls of Jericho. The Crusades (1095 – 1291) were fought to capture control of the Holy Land. The Christian soldiers believed they were fighting for a sacred and noble cause. They believed God was with them and the Muslim Turks that they were fighting were the pagan enemies of God.
Just War
It is impossible to conceive of a just war in a nuclear age – Pope John XXIII
[image: Image result for holy war]St Paul said Christians should obey their    rulers, who had been given power by God. When those rulers demanded Christians be soldiers, a compromise had to be found. At Augustine was the first to try to write a set of rules regarding this, and eventually the just war rules were written in detail by St Thomas Aquinas. The message is clear: sometimes if you do not fight, you allow a greater evil to happen than a war would have caused, so you have to fight.
Christian Just War Rules:
· War must be started and controlled by a proper authority such as a government
· There must be a just cause for the war, it must not be aggression towards an enemy
· The war must have a clear aim to promote good and overcome evil
· War must be a last resort, every effort must have been made to resolve conflict peacefully
· There must be a reasonable chance of success, it would be wrong to risk lives with no chance of success
· The war must be conducted fairly. Only reasonable force should be used and the risk to civilians minimised
· There must be a good outcome and peace restored

[image: Image result for islam]Islam
Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not transgress limits…if they cease let there be no hostility (Qur’an)
Lesser jihad also means ‘holy war’. The Qur’an uses the word ‘jihad’ to describe a personal struggle against committing sin. Holy war is a lesser meaning of the term. In a disagreement with another nation, if talking fails to sort the problem, then war becomes a religious duty for Muslims.
Holy War
For Muslims a holy war is a just war. There are rules for how Muslims should right a war. These are in the Qur’an, and were written in more detail by one of the caliphs (rulers). A jihad may only be fought as a last resort and must never be against another Muslim nation.
1. Who fights?
· Muslims have a duty to join the army and fight if a just leader begins a war
· Not all Muslims have to fight. Muhammad (PBUH) said one man from each two should fight, so that there are still men to defend and look after the towns and villages
· Sane Muslim men, not boys, whose families will cope without them fight
· Soldiers on the battlefield must fight; running away is wrong because that makes it more difficult for other soldiers
· If a town is attacked, everyone (men, women and children) has to fight back
2. How is the war fought?
· It may only begin when the enemy attacks and it ends when the enemy shows they want peace
· Civilians must not be harmed, attacked or mistreated
· Crops should be left alone. Holy buildings especially should not be damaged
· Prisoners of war should be treated well. Money collected for zakat can be used to pay for food for them
3. How does the war end?
· When people regain their rights
· When the enemy calls for peace
[image: Related image]
Sikhism
His followers were to emerge as splendid warriors…having taken the baptism of the sword, would thence forward be firmly attached to the sword (Guru Granth Sahib) 
Just War
When Guru Gobind Sinh formed the Khalsa it was his intention to create an army of warrior saints committed to the cause of justice. Accepting the need for Sikhs to be prepared to fight, he outlined the teachings of a just war. In Sikhism this is called dhram yudh, which means, ‘in defence of justice’.
The soldiers were to be sant sipahi (saint soldiers). As well as their training, they had an obligation to do nam simran and meditate daily. In other words, they had to practise their religion devotedly, as well as do their military training and preparations. Guru Gobind Singh once said: “Without power, righteousness does not flourish; without dharma everything is crushed and ruined.”

Tasks:
1. What is pacifism?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What is the difference between a holy war and a just war?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain in detail what Christians believe about holy war and just war.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What are the Christian just war rules?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain in detail what Muslims believe about holy war and just war.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Explain in detail what Sikhs believe about holy war and just war.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………




[image: Image result for victims of war]Victims of War
War has obvious consequences:
· Soldiers and civilians are injured or killed
· Cost
· Captivity/liberation
· Victory/defeat
· Destruction of buildings and land
· Refugees
· Famine and disease
· Contamination of land and water
Helping the victims of war
There are many organisations which try to help the victims of war, both when war is happening and after it. Part of that is to try and bring about peace. It is part of all religions to help those in trouble and defend those who cannot defend themselves, so it is natural that religions will try to help the victims of war. To do so fits with the basic teaching of the Golden Rule: “Treat others as you would like to be treated,” which every religion follows.
[image: Image result for Christian Peacemaker Teams]Christian Peacemaker Teams (www.cpt.org) was founded in 1984 by three historic peace churches: Mennonite, Church of the Brethren and Quakers, though now has support and membership from a wider range of Christian denominations. They send small teams to  work on peace-making in conflict zones (third-party non-violent intervention) trying to end conflict between sides by peaceful means, and bring aid and support to the victims of war.

[image: Image result for Buddhist Peace Fellowship][image: Image result for Khalsa Aid]The Buddhist Peace Fellowship (www.buddhistpeacefellowship.org) was founded in 1978, and works by applying Buddhist principles to issues in the world, and Buddhist teachings to resolve them. It speaks publicly to raise awareness of issues, tries to strengthen leadership in the areas where there are issues, and act with other groups to make change happen. This supports the victims of war, by helping bring peace back to an area. They also do  relief work for the victims of war.

Khalsa Aid (www.khalsaaid.org) was set up in 1999 as an international organisation. Its work is based on Sikh principles of selfless service (sewa) and universal love. It has  provided relief assistance to victims of war, funded through donations from Sikhs all over the world, as well as other disaster and relief work.
Tasks:
1. What are the consequences of war?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What is the Golden Rule?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain the work of Christian Peacemaker Teams.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain the work of Buddhist Peace Fellowship.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain the work of Khalsa Aid.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


[image: Image result for weapons of mass destruction]Religious attitudes to weapons of mass destruction and nuclear weapons
Most religious people disagree with weapons of mass destruction (WMD), and many have joined protests against these. WMD are a phenomenon of modern warfare. They are capable of killing and maiming large numbers of people. They can also cause massive levels of destruction to both the natural landscape and human-made structures, such as cities. It is almost impossible to use such weapons solely to target military operations. They are controlled from far away, either in the form of missiles or as bombs dropped from planes. This means that whoever releases the weapon does not experience or see the weapon’s effect directly. It is very different to soldiers on the battlefield. There are several types of these weapons:
1. Nuclear weapons: also known as atomic bombs; they cause immediate destruction of al life and structures within their range. The radioactive ‘fallout’ has long-term effects
2. Biological warfare: also known as germ warfare, using living disease-causing bacterium or viruses such as anthrax, to bring about the death or serious illness of people
3. Chemical warfare: uses non-living toxins such as nerve agents and mustard gas to cause death, incapacity or illness in people
4. [image: Image result for against WMD]Radiological weapons: also known as ‘dirty bombs’ are weapons that use conventional explosives to create bombs that can disperse radioactive material. As well as killing people, they make the impact area useless because of contamination.
Religious Attitudes
Nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction are unacceptable. No religious agrees with their use. They are seen as too extreme and uncontrollable. They do not fit with any just or holy war theories or moral behaviour in war. 
[image: Image result for weapons of mass destruction]Religious people believe in the sanctity of life and so the effects of these weapons go completely against this belief. When America used a chemical weapon called Agent Orange in the Vietnam War, thousands of civilians died or were left permanently disfigured by its burning effects. The chemicals has also infected the landscape and more than 50 years on, people are still being affected with birth deformities, cancers and so on.
Religious people also believe that wars should be fought to gain justice for the people. These weapons are considered unjust because they arbitrarily kill and maim civilians. During Saddam Hussain’s reign in Iraq, his government ordered the use of nerve gas on the Kurds and the Shi’a Muslims at Karbala. The weapons were being used as a tool of oppression to bring terror upon the people who opposed his rule.
Nuclear Deterrence
[image: Image result for nuclear deterrence][image: Image result for roman catholic church symbol]Some religious believers accept the existence of nuclear weapons as a deterrent. They stop others attacking a county, but there is no intention to use them. In other words, they help to keep the peace. Most religious believers, however think nuclear weapons are completely unacceptable. Even when not used, they cost huge sums of money, which could be better spent. Also, if the technology gets into the wrong hands, there is no guarantee they will not be used. The fact that they exist means they could be used, which is immoral. 

Roman Catholic Church
Though the monstrous power of modern weapons acts as a deterrent, it is declared that the mere continuance of nuclear tests, undertaken with war in mind, will have fatal consequences for life on earth…nuclear weapons should be banned – Second Vatican Council.

Tasks:
1. What is the problem is WMD?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What are nuclear weapons?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What is biological warfare?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What is chemical warfare?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. What are radiological weapons?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What are the religious attitudes to weapons of mass destruction?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. How important is the belief in the sanctity of life?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. What is the argument for WMD as a nuclear deterrent?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. What is the problem with the argument for WMD as a nuclear deterrent?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10. What does the Roman Catholic Church believe about WMD?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The role of religion and beliefs in war and peacekeeping in 21st Century conflicts
Does religion cause wars?
[image: Image result for religion and conflict]Yes…
On occasions people have claimed that religion is the cause of war by claiming that their religion is under attack. Many Muslims have claimed that the Gulf Wars and the troubles in Israel and Palestine are because the West were, or still are, making a direct attack on Islam. Some fundamentalist groups like ISIS/ISIL believe that an Islamic state needs to be created. (However, many would say that what they are trying to create is not as Islamic state and their methods are not Islamic either.) Also, troubles such as those in Israel cannot strictly be called a ‘war’ as they are not ongoing and engulfing everyone from both sides. 
Ah but…
If it was the religion under attack in these cases wouldn’t someone just bomb their holy city, and hit the religion directly?
No…
It is more true to say that religion rises to the surface in conflicts whereas power, land and self-defence are the real causes. War creates tensions and religious divisions surface. Also people claim religion as the cause to get support (money/people/weapons) from people of the same religion around the world.
However…
Perhaps it is religion, but countries do not want to admit it.
Is religion the defining factor between sides in a war?
Yes…
Religion may not be a cause directly, but often religion becomes a key issue as communities are divided. Israel and Palestine is an issue over land and living conditions yet it is defines as a Jewish vs Muslim conflict. In parts of the Middle East, conflicts in civil war have an element of Sunni vs. Shi’a to put groups on sides.
Ah well…
IT is just easier to see who is fighting who by separating on religious grounds, isn’t it?
No..
[image: Image result for religion and conflict]Although many claim it is. Historical divisions often rise to the surface between members of the same religion, but this is secondary to the root cause(s). Tensions bring out the worst in people and religion often gets caught in the middle. All religions speak of peace, not war, especially with people or nations of the same religion.
True…
But, if it rises to the surface so easily, does this not say it could be the root cause?
Does religion play a part in ending war? 
Yes…
Religious leaders often call for the end of the conflict. For example, the Pope has caused for the end of conflict in Syria and in Northern Africa where groups like Al-Shabab and Boko Haram wage war against Christians and indeed other Muslims. Also, he has called for peace in Russia and Ukraine. In 2013, Archbishop of Canterbury appointed Canon David Porter as a Director of reconciliation. His role is to make a powerful contribution to transforming violent situations around the world. Many religious leaders and groups are involved in bringing resolutions to war or speaking out against violent actions.
But…
The Pope calling for the end of the war does not actually end it, does it?
No…
Where religious extremism is concerned, groups often want to perpetuate war and they only want to see and end if everyone conforms to their demands. Even then, they will find another excuse to continue their violence because of their need for power.
But…
Extremists are only a small part of a religion – the majority in the religion do want to see the war end. 
Does religion keep the peace?
Yes…
Christianity teaches to ‘love your neighbour’; Islam means ‘peace’; Buddhism has the idea of non-harm in its precepts; Hinduism has the concept of ‘ahimsa’; Judaism says, ‘Do not kill’ in the Ten Commandments; Sikhism in the words of Guru Nanak says ‘no one is my enemy’. If all these were adhered to, then there would be peace. Religious groups are regularly involved in peace-keeping in war torn areas and in negotiations to prevent wars happening.
However…
It may be true to say teachings want peace, but many believers ignore these teachings and start wars!
No…
Sometimes even with all the best efforts, religion cannot keep the peace because there are greater overriding factors, such as the craving for power, the need to react to attack or to join allies to protect others.
True…
[image: Image result for religion and conflict]But without the efforts of religions there would be more wars, so it is win some, lose some.

Tasks:
1. Explain how religion does keep the peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Explain how religion does not keep the peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain why religion might be the defining factor between sides in a war.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain why religion might not be the defining factor between sides in a war.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain how religion plays a part in ending a war.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Explain how religion does not play a part in ending a war.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Explain how religion keeps the peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Explain how religion does not keep the peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Religious attitudes to peace and pacifism
[image: Image result for peace not war]Peace is not just the absence of war, but is a state of harmony, where justice exists for all and freedoms are respected. All religions each the importance of peace on Earth and encourage their followers to live peacefully. Throughout history there have always been people prepared to refuse to use violence or fight in wars, even if it meant they faced imprisonment for their beliefs. 
Pacifists believe that all violence is morally wrong. They will not participate in any war, regardless of the reasons for that war. Conscientious objectors are people who refuse to participate directly in fighting wars on the grounds of conscience. However, they will assist in non-military ways such as becoming medics, doing relief work or being mediators. Many believe they have a peace-making role.
[image: Image result for society of friends logo]Working for peace
The Quakers
[image: Image result for gandhi]This is a pacifist group within Christianity. As a Church they believe they are following the true teaching of Jesus by maintaining a completely pacifist stance. Their Peace Testimony makes clear that they will not use violence under any circumstances. It says that they denounce all violence, whatever its form. They totally oppose all outward wars and strife, and fighting with outward weapons, for any end, or for any reason. They believe that all relationships should be loving ones, including those between countries. During wars they will take on peace-making roles, for example, mediate for peace between the warring nations. They also do not-combatant work such as training to be, and acting as medics for any side, and doing work with refugees and victims of war.
Gandhi
For over 30 years, the Hindu leader of India, Mahatma Gandhi, used a policy of non-violence and civil disobedience to oppose British rule in India. His belief in the Hindu concept of ahimsa (non-violence) underpinned his leadership of [image: Image result for Dietrich Bonhoeffer]the Hindus. Through actions such as protests, marches, speeches, sit-ins and hunger strikes, he eventually led his country to independence. He demonstrated that pacifism does not mean you have to just put up with violence and intimidation, when used effectively it can be as powerful as any physical force.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Bonhoeffer was a Christian living in Germany during the rise of the Nazi party. He believed in pacifism and helped found the Confessing Church which spoke out against the human rights abuses of the ruling Nazis. As the war continues, he believed even more strongly that helping the oppressed was a test of faith. He defied the Nazi rule by helping Jews escape death camps and also worked to overthrow the Nazi party. Eventually, even though he opposed all killing, he felt that he had to be prepared to sacrifice his principles and even his life, and joined a group that planned to assassinate Hitler, because he believed it was necessary for the greater good. He was eventually arrested and executed for treason by the Nazis.
The Dalai Lama
[image: Image result for dalai lama]The Dalai Lama is the spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists. He is recognised around the world as a symbol of peace. When the Chinese invaded his country, Tibet, he was forced into exile. However, despite this injustice he refuses to condone physical fighting against the Chinese. He says that hatred and violence will lead to more hatred and violence. He believes peace will only exist when everyone respects each other. He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992. Buddhist monks in Tibet have maintained peaceful protests against Chinese rule despite being subjected to threats and violence.
Tasks:
1. What is peace?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What do pacifists believe?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain the work of the Quakers in achieving and working for peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain the work of Gandhi in achieving and working for peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain the work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in achieving and working for peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Explain the work of the Dalai Lama in achieving and working for peace.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


The Golden Rule
[image: Image result for golden rule]Buddhism
I will act towards others exactly as I would act towards myself – Udana-varqa
Christianity
Treat others as you would like them to treat you – Jesus
Hinduism
This is the sum of duty: do nothing to others which if done to you could cause the pain – Mahabharata
Islam
None of you truly believe until he wishes for his brothers what he wishes for himself – Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
Judaism
What is harmful to yourself do not do to your fellow man – Rabbi Hillel
Sikhism
As you value yourself, so value others - cause suffering to no one – Guru Granth Sahib
Tasks:
1. What can we reasonably say is true of all major world religions?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What impact should this have on peace, war and conflict?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Exam-style questions
1. What is meant by the term pacifism? (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. What is meant by the term justice? (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Which word describes the idea of aggression and confrontation? (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Which word describes the idea of making up and becoming friends again? (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. What is nuclear war? (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. What is peace? (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7. What is meant by the term forgiveness? (1 mark)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. What is meant by the term war? (1 mark)
[image: Image result for exam success]………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………









9. Give two examples of weapons of mass destruction (WMD). (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
10.  State two examples of just war? (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
11. Can you explain the significance of forgiveness? (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
12.  Give two religious arguments for war? (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
13. Give two religious arguments against war. (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
14. Give two reasons why pacifism can work. (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
15. Can you explain how religion influences war? (2 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


[image: Image result for exam success]




16. Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British society about the use of violence. (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
17. Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British society about weapons of mass destruction. (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
18. Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British society about justice. (4 marks) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
19. Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British society about reconciliation. (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
20. Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British society about pacifism. (4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
21. Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British society about the cause of war and violence. (4 marks)
[image: Image result for exam success]………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





22. Explain two religious beliefs about forgiveness. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer. (5 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
23. Explain two religious beliefs about violent protests. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer. (5 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
24. Explain two religious beliefs about terrorism. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer. (5 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
25. Explain two religious beliefs about reasons for war. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer. (5 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
26. Explain two religious beliefs about just war. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer. (5 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
27. Explain two religious beliefs about how we should help the victims of war. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer. (5 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
28. Explain two religious beliefs about peacekeeping. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer. (5 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
29. Explain two religious beliefs about nuclear deterrence. Refer to scripture or sacred writings in your answer.  (5 marks)
[image: Image result for exam success]………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………










30. [bookmark: _GoBack]“Weapons of mass destruction can never be morally permissible.”

Evaluate this statement. You should:

a. Give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
b. Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
c. Should refer to religious arguments
d. May refer to non-religious arguments
e. Should reach a justified conclusion
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

31. “War is never right.”

Evaluate this statement. You should:

a. Give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
b. Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
c. Should refer to religious arguments
d. May refer to non-religious arguments
e. Should reach a justified conclusion
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
32. “Forgiveness after conflict is impossible.”

Evaluate this statement. You should:

a. Give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
b. Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
c. Should refer to religious arguments
d. May refer to non-religious arguments
e. Should reach a justified conclusion
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

33. “Pacifism achieves nothing.”

Evaluate this statement. You should:

a. Give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
b. Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
c. Should refer to religious arguments
d. May refer to non-religious arguments
e. Should reach a justified conclusion
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

34. “Terrorism is not supported by religions.”

Evaluate this statement. You should:

a. Give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
b. Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
c. Should refer to religious arguments
d. May refer to non-religious arguments
e. Should reach a justified conclusion
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

35. “Self-defence is the only valid reason for war.”
Evaluate this statement. You should:

a. Give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
b. Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
c. Should refer to religious arguments
d. May refer to non-religious arguments
e. Should reach a justified conclusion
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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