


Argumentative/discursive writing 
  
2 (a) Do you think that it is right for English, in all its forms, to become the 
most important world language? 
 [25 marks] 
 

 
Make Sure Your Essay Contains: 
1) Arguments for/against the motion. 
2) A counter argument/ rebuttal. 
3) An introduction, containing a 

thesis statement, and a conclusion.  
 



Today, more than two third of the human population speaks English but 
don’t you think it’s a little unfair to impose on anyone who does not wish 
to speak English, to have to speak it? How would you feel if you were 
forced to speak a language, that was not your own, weather you like it or 
not? In my opinion, it is absolutely selfish to have to force anyone to speak 
English. I do not think that English should become the most important 
worldly language, and below are my reasons to justify my opinion.  
 
Firstly, every human being has the right to choose and every language holds 
equal importance. There is no language that has the right to be the most 
important world language. If English did become the world language, 
everyone would have to learn it and speak it. Isn't this the same as 
snatching away the right to choice? We all believe that choice is a right 
then how can anyone find it acceptable to impose on everyone only one 
common language?  
 
Secondly, there are hundreds of languages available, so why should it just 
be English that should be made the most important language? It is utterly 
unjust and unfair to single out one language to be superior to others. 
Additionally, although most people do know English language, there are 
some who don’t. it is selfish to force those who do not have the means or 
finance to get educated in the English language. In fact, I think if even one 
person refuses to accept English as his/her language, that persons choice 
should be respected. 
 
 

A hook is used 
to begin the 

essay.  

A strong candidate 
makes use of a lot of 

rhetorical question, to 
score a higher grade. 

A thesis statement is 
included in the first 

paragraph 

Connectives are 
used to begin each 

paragraph. 

Arguments are 
presented with their 

reasons, in a good 
structure.  



Lastly, but not in the least bit unimportant is the fact that all the other 
languages will become extinct and this will lead to lack of variety an mix of 
culture and instead make the world a monotonous place. Imagine travelling 
all around the world and not coming across even one person speaking a 
different language. Currently, every time we travel and everywhere we go, 
we hear a variety of languages. This helps us to respect other cultures and 
also expands our knowledge as we strive to learn the new languages. I 
cannot even imagine what it would be like if all books were within in English 
too. 
 
However, there are some who think it will be beneficial to have English as 
the world language,. They say that communication will be made easier. If this 
is the case and reason, why cant it be any other language other than 
English? They also argue that it will help to reduce racial and language 
discrimination. But isn't making English the world language doing the same 
thing. Aren't we making it more superior over other languages? Another 
reason they give is that it is already a more widely spoken  but I disagree that 
this is not a valid argument.  
 
In conclusion, making English as the most important world language is 
unfair and is part of discrimination and I would be absolutely against it. 
Why English and not any other language? 
 
 

The counter argument 
is clear and reasons 

are clearly presented. 

Connectives and A 
wide variety of 

rhetorical questions 
are used. 

In the conclusion the 
main arguments and 
the thesis statement 

are restated. 



Descriptive Writing 



Descriptive Writing 
 
(b)Imagine you are Bungee Jumping. Describe what you see 
below and how the experience makes you feel.  
[25 marks] 

 
Make Sure You Use: 
1) A lot of adjectives and other 

figures of speech to get a good 
grade. (Avoid clichés)  

2) Make sure you slow down, dwell 
on details. Remember to describe 
only a few things. 

3) Do not drift into a story. 
 



Focuses on 
Setting. 

I marched towards the platform, a slight spring in my step as the excitement 
and anticipation of the adventure at hand coursed through my nerves. 
Staring into the ravine as the thick, rough harness was attached around my 
waist; I took in the lush greenery of the canyon, the verdant undergrowth 
emitting a peaceful radiance, and the bright blue sky above strung together 
by fair strands of cotton. With a huge grin plastered on to my face, I looked 
down into the greenery once again, staring at the fissure which I would soon 
plunge into. 
 
Excitement soon turned to fear. My insides have somehow turned 
themselves into a blob of jelly, and an uncomfortable lump as hard as stone 
has lodged itself into my throat, forbidding me to swallow. The baking hot 
sun with its waning glare was broiling upon the back of my neck, yet my 
forehead broke out in cold sweat. I studied the fissure once again, trying to 
slow down my ragged breath, as I tried holding on to the idea that I was 
completely safe and that this silly piece of string around my abdomen will 
keep me alive. Torn between facing the inevitable and curling myself up in a 
ball in a corner, a slight tap on my back assured me that everything was set, 
its contact with my skin comparable to that of Death’s scythe nudging me, 
signaling my doom. After countless struggles with my own sanity, I dove into 
the air, my eyes shut tight as I flung myself into nothingness. 
 

Focuses on 
Mood. 

The Paragraphs are packed with a vast range 
of various adjectives. This proves to the 

examiner that you are a strong candidate and 
also shows off your writing skills. 

Figures of speech 
such as simile and 

metaphors are used 
improving the 
context of the 

paragraphs  



My own screams filled my ears, unrecognizable as they mingled with the thundering 
beat of my blood pounding in my ears. The wind whistled past, stinging my eyes, 
causing them to water, and eventually, a few tears escaped, eagerly racing to meet the 
locks of my hair which were flapping wildly, entangling themselves as the wind engaged 
the strands in a fiery dance. My throat was hoarse, yet I could not find the logic to stop 
screaming, as if life depended on the colourful array of words that my mouth was 
emitting on its own accord. A slight sob shook my chest as the canyon’s rock-filled 
bottom rushed closer and closer, my stomach curling into a slight knot as the previously 
clear, luxurious green turned into a nauseating blur. 
 
A slight tug in my waist, and I was up once more, rising up through the abyss, my hair 
flopping on my face, obscuring my vision, sticking to my clammy skin. Drawing in short 
gasps of air like a fish out of water, I fought the urge to throw up my breakfast as I 
braced myself for another drop. I fell once again. 
 
 My knees wobbled violently as my feet kissed the ground; two brothers have found 
each other after centuries of waiting. I walked towards the crown, my mind a blank 
state, my senses numb, and my hearing seemingly gone. Neither words nor looks of 
concern made sense to me. I could not absorb anything I saw or heard. Suddenly, aware 
of the feeling of sandpaper rubbing against the insides of my throat, I sighted a cold, 
inviting glass of water nearby. My hands still shaky, I failed a couple of times before I 
managed to grasp its smooth, comforting surface, the calming rush of water subtly 
bringing me back to reality. Without warning, I let out a shriek of delight, followed by 
fits of laughter, convulsing slightly with every giggle. One thing was for sure, I’m 
definitely not trying this again anytime soon. 

 

Pathetic Fallacy, Figure of 
speech, is used many 
times in the essay 
improving the language, 
enabling them to be 
worth a good grade. 

The essay is loaded with 
various adjectives and 
more similes and 
metaphors are used. 



Narrative writing 



"The radio crackled, as the distant voices spluttered and died. Now they felt 
completely alone, but surely there must be others like them out there." Write a 

narrative essay using this quotation as the beginning or end of your story.  

Make Sure your Essay is: 
1) Non-fictional or at least Believable.  
2) Its Entertaining. 
3) It leads to a Climax (A revelation) 
4) Do not write a story 
5) Avoid clichés. 



The colossal metallic demon of a submarine hovered calmly, 
deep within the dense waters of the Atlantic Ocean, oblivious 
to its pending doom. Detonating bombs and loud explosions 
overhead were unheard by the two Navy soldiers on duty in 
submarine A 47, as the clear ocean cancelled out every sound 
made above sea level. A dreadful silence filled the hollow 
within the enormous iron-clad bug, the only sound 
penetrating it being the eerie throbbing of the mysterious 
ocean pressing in on every side of the submersible ship, as 
Mona and Robin sat around aimlessly, waiting for contact from 
the ‘outside’ world.  
 

Focuses on 
Mood. 

Focuses on 
Setting. 

Figures of speech such as 
Metaphors and pathetic fallacy 

is Used in the opening 
paragraph. This improves the 
context and also allows the 

reader to examine the deeper 
meanings of each word. 



        All too soon, the many lights of the submarine flickered on and off. The iron body shook and trembled, 
mimicked by the two soldiers as the rising feeling of fear shot through their veins like electric currents. As 
they rushed to the navigation map to be sure they were on track, a nasty surprise was in store for them – 
the screen was staring blankly back at them. Yet, that was not all; power in the whole submarine seemed 
to be shut off. Only able to make out each other’s silhouettes, they stared at each other in horror, through 
the faded hue of the back-up lights.  

        As tempers rose and hot tears rolled down their cheeks, Robin and Mona searched fervently for a back-up 
radio transmitter to send an S.O.S. call to their base, since the current radio was out of order. With new 
found strength as their survival instincts kicked into full gear, the pair stripped the ship bare, in search of 
an extra transmitter- but to no avail. “What happens now?” questioned Mona as she slumped woefully 
against a wall. A nervous glance at the count down confirmed that they had less than ten minutes left until 
their supply of oxygen petered out.  

        Almost as if the magnificent iron beast had admitted defeat, it began a slow descend to the looming sea 
bed, hundreds of feet below. Robin continued his frantic pacing back and forth in the main chamber, as 
Mona let her eyes brim over with fresh tears. They were surrounded by a yawning abyss of water, with no 
one in sight for miles on end. Mona clenched her hands together, fingers intertwined, lifted her head 
towards the heavens and prayed; prayed to a God that she believed would help them find a way out.  

        Suddenly, everything seemed to happen at once; Robin located a transmitter and informed them of their 
current situation. Hopes highly renewed, Mona and her partner listened keenly to the voice, until their 
worlds came crashing down. The radio crackled as the distant voice spluttered and died. Now they felt 
complete 

Essay Builds up to 
the Long Awaited 

Climax. 

The Great usage of various adjectives, adverbs and similes and 
metaphors improve the quality of writing and compliments the 

writing skills of students.  

A Good Sequence of 
Events Building up 

to the climax. 



Language Analysis 



Re-read the descriptions of: 
(a) What the writer experienced from the top of the hill in paragraph 3 

 
Select words and phrases form these descriptions and explain how the writer has 

created effects by using this language.  

 Read the passage (Paying close attention to the 
language used) 
Select specific words that create an effect. 
Analyze these words and explain what effect 
and how the effect is created?  
Follow the Statement -> Quote -> Analysis 
Format. 

       It was a ramshackle, run-down town with a handful of shops selling essential 
commodities. The biggest of these boasted the imposing title, ‘Emporium’. There 
was an apology for a hotel, where I was to stay in a cramped little room with a 
window too high for me to enjoy the sea view. The town square, with its sad, 
droopy trees, had an atmosphere of yesterday. In one corner, hiding behind a 
riot of bushes, stood a tiny church, sadly in need of restoration. 



The writer describes the town of Rataia as almost abandoned, mournful and 
damaged when he uses the words “ramshackle” and “run-down” to describe 
its damage. These words depict a broken down and an old place in need of 
repair. The phrase “handful of shops”, “essential commodities” and a “tiny 
church” highlight the scarcity of population. “Handful” is a synonym for few 
while the article “a” reinforces the singularity of the church. This shows you 
that just one church is enough to accommodate the few people living in the 
town. Also, the fact that the few shops only sell essential commodities 
portrays the lack of need of luxury which also adds to the image of “run-
down” town. The aura of mournfulness is portrayed in the image of “sad, 
droopy trees,” “an atmosphere of yesterday” and the “sad church.” The fact 
that there is a repetition of the word “sad” to describe the trees and the 
church reinforces this feeling while the word “droopy” depicts downcast 
trees.  This is also a word usually used to describe a sick, sad, dog and almost 
paints this picture to the trees too. All these images out together with “an 
atmosphere of yesterday” suggest a forgotten town. The church being 
“sadly in need of restoration,” enhances the fact that the town truly was 
damaged, forgotten and in desperate need of repair.  

 

The Statement -> 
Quote -> Analysis 
format is Used clearly 
throughout the essay. 

A strong candidate 
would club up similar 
points and describes 
the effect created. 

Tell the examiner how 
each word used 
creates an effect. 

Power Words are used 
throughout.  

http://www.iclipart.com/search.php?x=97&y=9&keys=265109&andor=AND&cat=All&tl=clipart&id=111_10_3_17


Article Writing 



A documentary on television captures your attention. In this programme two families have 
recently taken part in a research project looking into the positive and negative effects of television 
on family life. Family X agreed to the removal of all television programmes and film for a period of 
three months. Family Y were asked to carry on as normal. 
  
The views of the eldest teenager in each household are given in the transcripts on the opposite 
page. 
  
Makers of the documentary have invited responses on their website. 
  
Write an article for the website on the subject of television and family life. 
In your article you should: 
• identify the positive and negative aspects of television in the home 
• evaluate the role played by television in family life. 
Base what you write on the ideas found in the transcripts on the opposite page. 
You should write between 1½ and 2 sides, allowing for the size of your handwriting. 
  
Up to 10 marks will be available for the content of your answer and up to 15 marks for  
The quality of your writing. 
[25] 
 



         How much influence does a television- a mere box-have on our lives- socially, physically and intellectually? 
Well, I'm sure we would all have different answers and reasons to this question. Some of us fell that 
television is dominating our lives and influencing us negatively while there are others who think that it 
actually benefits us in several ways. 

         A recent research that was carried out to evaluate the effects of television both the negative and the 
positive has yielded interesting results. We have come to know that having a television in the home 
encourages the family to spend time together but also too much o fit disrupts family life. Many at times, 
an interesting movie or programme comes up on one of the channels and encourages us to sit with the 
members of the family and watch it.  By the time it ends, we have all laughed or cried together and come 
up with different opinions about the characters, type and plot of the film and automatically tend to discuss 
these views. Haven't we already participated in family discussions then? Of course we have! So how is it 
that televisions discourage families from spending time together? 

         Well I am sure we all have favorite programmes and channels that we must watch at certain times no 
matter what happens or who is affected, don’t we? This is what disrupts family life. Each of us fight for the 
remote control and argue with each other until one wins and the others lose. What happens then? The 
losers sulk away and the winner in contented with watching his programme even if he/she is the only one. 
Hasn’t this stopped us being together? It has also been admitted by an 18 year old that television 
stagnates our hobbies and tends to confine us at home when we could be enjoying a family race and 
supplying our lungs with fresh air. The absence of ‘a box’ has awoken in us teenagers the desire to take 
part in sports, assist siblings with their homework- which will obviously stimulate our brains to get buzzing 
and also start healthy communication with them and our parents. 

A strong candidate 
makes specific 
references to the 
passages (given in the 
question. 

In the introductory 
paragraph, give an 
overview of the topic. 

Throughout the essay, 
be conscious of your 
audience and allow 
your essay to interact 
with them. 



         Yet, television is not all that bad. Apart from encouraging family discussions , it also increases our 
knowledge, broadens our minds, positively affects our emotion and blows into us a career passions, and 
also, above all, gives us a laugh. The television offers us a myriad of useful programmes . Travel channels 
help us learn about the world and encourages us to explore it, they help us know about different 
cultures and learn to respect them and allow those of us who can actually not travel, to see all the 
beautiful places around the world. There are so many channels and documentaries to help us expand our 
knowledge and at the same time instill in us a need to follow a beneficial career. Programmes like ‘pet 
rescue’ teach us how to care and respect animals while comedy shows just helps us to relieve our stress 
and lose some calories simply by laughing.  

         Therefore, just like everything else, the television has its pros and cons, but it all depends on how we use 
it. Excessive usage of television and burning obsessions with certain programmes are sure to have a 
negative impact both to an individual as well as to his/her family life. At the same time using it in 
moderation and for good reasons like gaining knowledge or having company when alone is always useful. I 
mean we are all humans and do get bored with the same people all the time, so in these cases the 
television is a good choice. All we need to remember is that too much of anything is poisonous and the 
television will have the effect we want it to have on us and our family life. 

In the Conclusion 
repeat your main 
points and give in your 
personal opinion. 

Present your points, 
and give in evidence to 
support it. 

Make your 
article 
interesting.  



Summary Writing 



Summarize 
(a) the discomforts and dangers caused by the inhospitable place described in 

Passage B. 



       The journey is described as dangerous and uncomfortable because there is no warmth from 
the sun and it is continuously windy which water the eyes and blows inescapable dust which 
coats the travelers clothing, skin and tongues and causes them to breathe in dust instead of 
air. The lakes are also frozen and lead to frozen breaths when the wind blows over them. 
The travelers are also forced to dismount their horses and walk across the ice as it is too 
smoothen to be ridden on. When crossing the desert, the travelers sink into sand which 
makes walking difficult and tires them greatly. Also, the water has to be drunk as the lake 
water is too salty to be drunk and the melted ice too bitter at the same, they need to mix it 
with strong red tea which in turn causes stomach upsets. Crossing the marshes is another 
danger because its extreme smoothness increases the chances of falling into its slimy depths. 
The journey is tiring enough to make travelers ache all over and lose their appetites.  

Points are clubbed up 
to make the summary 
shorter.   

There is a proper 
sequence of details.  

Stick to facts Only. And 
make sure you write in 
your own words. Avoid 
lifting lines.  


