
Monday, 06 June 2016 





Timing  



AQA RE Exam 
1. You MUST answer FOUR questions 

in 90 minutes. 
 

2. This means you have 22 minutes 
minutes to answer one question. 
 

3. Time allocation will be the 
difference between passing and 
failing. 



Timing  



How is the exam made up? 
1. The exam is split between six sections –  
 
1. You MUST answer four topic 

questions.  Each question has numerous 
sub-questions (answer ALL the sub-
questions). 
 

2. Remember, Remember, ONLY DO FOUR 
TOPICS--- choose wisely…..  



The six topics – Choose 4 
1. Life after death 

2. Wealth and poverty 

3. Conflict and suffering 

4. The environment 

5. Crime and punishment 

6. Relationships  



How are the marks split up? 
1. Each question is worth max. of 18 

marks. 
 

2. HINT HINT leave a line between 
your paragraphs. 



How many marks per question? 

1. A* - around 16-18 marks 
 

2. A  - around 13-16 marks 
 

3. B  - around 11-13 marks 
 

4. C  - around 8-11 marks 



DO YOU AGREE!!!!!! 
• Your literacy will be marked. 

 
• Leave a line between paragraphs – yes 

you think at LEAST 3 – THREE 
 

• Keep your sentences simple and make 
sure that it flows….. 
 
 



‘… … …’ Do you agree? 
1.  In each section the final sub-question is 

always a ‘statement’ and then asks if you 
agree? 
 

2. But the examiners DO NOT just want 
your viewpoint 
 

3. To score highly you must show TWO 
points of view. 
 

4. You MUST MUST relate to ISLAM 
specifically to score more than 2 marks 



Important, Important 
1. As this exam caters for schools to 

choose which religion they study. 
 

2. It will not TELL you to relate section to 
Islam. 
 

3. BUT you MUST relate questions to Islam 
otherwise you will loose marks. 
 

4. HINT HINT… Most Muslims believe…. 



Hint Hint 
• There will be questions in section asking 

why are people are something or the cause 
of something….? 

• Firstly define that something. 
• Then the general answers are upbringing, 

experiences and influences. 
• To score highly YOU MUST give examples 

for each and develop those answers. 



How do I use the information? 

1. Doing well is not about knowing loads 
of stuff……????? 
 

2. It is how you use that information 
and RELATES to the question.  
 

3. Hint, Hint, look at the number of 
marks awarded for each question. 



Topic 1: Life and Death 
By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 
Describe the core beliefs of the Islamic faith, including the five pillars 
 
Describe Islamic beliefs about life and death 
 
Explain why Muslims have a strong belief in the Sanctity of life and identify 
what other beliefs stem from this 
Explain the Muslim attitude towards abortion 
 
Explain the Muslim attitude towards euthanasia 
 
Explain the Muslim attitudes towards  fertility treatments, including 
contraception, IVF and Surrogacy 
Explain the Muslim attitudes towards reproductive cloning 
 
Explain the Muslim attitudes towards Genetic Engineering 
 



Muslim beliefs about the after 
life 

• Islam teaches that God gives each human two angles to record all that 
they do during their life 

• On judgment day God will give you the book of life. 
• You either go to Jannah (heaven) or Jahannam (hell) 
• Heaven is described as a beautiful garden 
• Those who go to hell will face terrible torments of  fire and smoke as 

they face punishments. 
• Some Muslims believe that only Muslims will go to heaven, others 

believe that non- Muslims who have led morally good lives may also 
go to heaven.   
 



How does views on the after life 
affect people? 

 



Belief  Effect  

Heaven is a wonderful place  Encourages good deeds  

Hell is a horrible place  Deters them from sinning  

God rules in heaven (paradise)  They want to go there- so will follow the 
rules of Islam. Praying 5 times a day, fasting 
and reading the Qur'an  

Muslims will go to heaven  They wont be scared of death  



Definition 
In pairs, come up with a definition of abortion. 

An abortion is the premature removal of the foetus from the womb.  
This includes natural miscarriages.  We are going to look at 
PROCURED abortions.  This is the deliberate premature removal of 
the foetus from the womb.  



Physical 

The method of abortion is different depending on how many weeks 
pregnant the woman is.  

Up to 9 weeks 

Chemical Abortion 
A pill is taken in 
the presence of a 
doctor and the 
lining comes away 
from the womb.  
This can take up to 
48 hours.  

7-12 weeks 

Curettage 
Cervix is dilated 
and a curettage is 
used to scrape the 
developing foetus 
out of the womb.  

Vacuum Aspiration  
Cervix is dilated 
and a suction tube 
is inserted into the 
womb.  It removes 
the foetus and 
surrounding tissue.  

7-15 weeks 15-24 weeks 

2 stage surgical 
Foetus heart is 
stopped with an 
injection.  Foetus is 
removed from 
womb using suction 
and forceps.  

http://www.askabortionquestions.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Web-1.jpg


Moral 

Pro-life 

Pro-choice 

Pro-life is the argument 
that abortion is wrong, 
you are killing a life. 

Pro-choice is the argument 
that women should have a 
choice as it is their bodies.  



Secular views 

• For  • Against  



To start . . .  
3 things I already know 
about euthanasia 
1 

2 

3 



Voluntary Euthanasia 

Involuntary Euthanasia 

Passive Euthanasia 

Active Euthanasia 

Assisted Suicide 

Euthanasia is performed because the 
patient has asked for it. e.g. a cancer 
patient who asks for a drug to quicken 
their death  

Euthanasia is performed without the dying 
person being told. e.g. a coma patient. 

Doctors give a painkilling drug but do 
nothing to save the patient.  

Doctors give the patient pain killing drugs 
knowing that the drug will also kill the 
patient. 

providing a seriously ill person with the 
help and means to commit suicide. 



Voluntary Euthanasia 

Involuntary Euthanasia 

Passive Euthanasia 

Active Euthanasia 

Assisted Suicide 

Euthanasia is performed because the 
patient has asked for it. e.g. a cancer 
patient who asks for a drug to quicken 
their death  

Euthanasia is performed without the dying 
person being told. e.g. a coma patient. 

Doctors give a painkilling drug but do 
nothing to save the patient.  

Doctors give the patient pain killing drugs 
knowing that the drug will also kill the 
patient. 

providing a seriously ill person with the 
help and means to commit suicide. 

Active Euthanasia Voluntary Euthanasia Assisted Suicide Passive Euthanasia Involuntary Euthanasia 



Secular views 

• For  • Against  



IVF 
In Vitro Fertilisation 

An artificial method of conception which happens outside of 
the body. 

The egg (ovum) is placed with the sperm.  When the egg is fertilised, the 
cells divide and it becomes an embryo.  The embryo is then implanted into 
the womb.  In 75% of cases the pregnancy will fail.  Several embryos will be 
created and those which are not used are destroyed.   

Click on 
me for 
video! 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://mysticmiss.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/sperm-and-egg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mysticmiss.wordpress.com/2008/08/30/ivf-at-41-is-going-fabulously/&usg=__HjPByKElR33oCLfaIa8N0snFr-s=&h=300&w=300&sz=20&hl=en&start=6&um=1&tbnid=mZAP1cRiMj9hGM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Divf%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enGB303GB303%26um%3D1


Forms of Conception 

• AIH – artificial insemination by Husband 
• AID – artificial insemination by Donor 

Artificial insemination by husband (AIH) is where sperm is 
given from the husband and then inserted high into the 
woman’s uterus in the hope that she will become pregnant.   

Why might someone use  AIH? 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/uploads/sperm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/2005/05/the_mutiny_down_below.php&usg=__fHNIGc5itRUA2tJXTzLFWNYofz8=&h=360&w=360&sz=53&hl=en&start=35&um=1&tbnid=8vqjdiGVk07iVM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsperm%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enGB303GB303%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/uploads/sperm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/2005/05/the_mutiny_down_below.php&usg=__fHNIGc5itRUA2tJXTzLFWNYofz8=&h=360&w=360&sz=53&hl=en&start=35&um=1&tbnid=8vqjdiGVk07iVM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsperm%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enGB303GB303%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/uploads/sperm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/2005/05/the_mutiny_down_below.php&usg=__fHNIGc5itRUA2tJXTzLFWNYofz8=&h=360&w=360&sz=53&hl=en&start=35&um=1&tbnid=8vqjdiGVk07iVM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsperm%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enGB303GB303%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/uploads/sperm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/2005/05/the_mutiny_down_below.php&usg=__fHNIGc5itRUA2tJXTzLFWNYofz8=&h=360&w=360&sz=53&hl=en&start=35&um=1&tbnid=8vqjdiGVk07iVM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsperm%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enGB303GB303%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/uploads/sperm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://scienceblogs.com/loom/2005/05/the_mutiny_down_below.php&usg=__fHNIGc5itRUA2tJXTzLFWNYofz8=&h=360&w=360&sz=53&hl=en&start=35&um=1&tbnid=8vqjdiGVk07iVM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsperm%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enGB303GB303%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1


Key point!!!!! 

It is artificial!   
 
 
When a man and woman have sex and the man ejaculates – it is called insemination.  
Artificial insemination needs that extra step of the sperm being collected and then 
inserted into the woman’s uterus   

What is the difference between AIH and sex? 

Sperm from pot gets 
inserted directly into the 
uterus 



AID 
Artificial insemination by donor (AID) is when an anonymous donor’s sperm 
is used to inseminate the woman.  This may be because the husband is 
infertile or carries a genetic disease he does not want to pass on.  It may be 
because the woman is single, or part of a lesbian couple.   
 
Legally, children born from a donor’s sperm have the right to find out who 
the donor was once they are adults.  This has stopped a lot of people 
donating sperm.  

Do you think that it is right that a child conceived using AID 
can find out who the sperm donor was? 



Stem Cells 

What is a Stem Cell? 
Click here 

Stem cells are often taken from umbilical cords.  They can VERY 
successfully be harvested from embryo’s that are made in a lab.  If stem 
cells are taken from an embryo, the embryo is destroyed.  They can be 
used to repair damage to various organs of the body.    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPulEAryPO0


Imagine someone created a clone of you! 

 If you had a clone of yourself what 
would you use it for?  

 
List seven things your clone could do for 

you. 
 



 
 What is cloning? 

 • Cloning is the “copying” of an organism. 
 
• Muslims believe that human beings are created in the 

image of God and, therefore, are unique and should 
not be copied. 

• Human life is something to be valued and not treated 
like a commodity to be bought and sold- this could 
happen if cloning is allowed to continue and be 
developed- people may soon be able to replicate 
themselves! 
 



Muslim views…. 
 Life: A gift from God. The Qura’an states, ‘Life is from a decree of my 

Lord’ (Surah 12 Ayat 85) 
 
 This is self explanatory on the sanctity and significance of life for 

Muslims. Life is considered as a gift from Allah (God). Each life is 
sacred, this is shown by the verse: 

"Whosoever has spared the life of a soul, it is as though he has spared the 
life of all people. Whosoever has killed a soul, it is as though he has 
murdered all of mankind." (Surah 5 Ayah 32) 
 
As every soul is equivalent to the whole of mankind just shows how 
important life is. 

 



Abortion 
  The above shows how important life is to Muslims. It is thus known that  

there are no instances where life can be destroyed. The life of a creature 
begins when it receives it’s soul. For humans it is agreed upon being a 
hundred and twenty days after a zygote is created. After this number of 
days the foetus has life and it cannot be killed under any circumstances. 

"Do not kill or take human life which God has declared to be sacred."  
"Do not kill your children for fear of poverty: it is We who shall provide 
sustenance for them as well as you. Killing them is certainly a great sin.“ 
 Even before a hundred and twenty days it is not usually allowed to 

terminate the pregnancy although there are some circumstances in which 
it can be done, these include: 

• Rape 
• Incest 
• Interference with mentally retarded 
• Foetal deformity 
• Threat to mother’s life 

 

 

Under any other circumstance abortion for 
Muslims is not allowed. As you can see the 
first hundred and twenty days are when the 
mother has more priority and the mother 
can have an abortion under the certain 
consequences shown above. After the 
hundred and twenty days how ever there is 
no possibility of having an abortion. 



Muslims views on Suicide and 
Euthanasia 

Muslims believe that life is a gift from God. They believe that we were sent to this world to 
be tested and thus no matter what calamities befall us, people should stay strong and 
continue worshipping him. Thus suicide is not allowed in any circumstance.. 
 
 In the Qu’ ran it says: "Verily we will test you with fear, hunger, and by decrease in 

wealth, lives and fruits (crops). Glad tidings for the patient ones who (at the time of 
adversities) say, "Verily we belong to Allah and to Him we return." 

 Muslims also believe that they should stand firm as there will be reward in Jannah 
(heaven), in the life after death.  

"Verily with every difficulty there is relief." 
 If in difficulty Muslims should remember that they have brought to this world to tested 

and that they should stand fast and not commit suicide as it is a great sin. 
 
Active euthanasia should never be committed and has the same punishment. Passive 

euthanasia can be committed as medication is not necessarily natural. 
 



Quick quiz 

• Name the five pillars of Islam 
• Describe one  Islamic beliefs about life and 

death 
• Do Muslims agree with abortion? Why/not 
• Explain the Muslim attitude towards 

euthanasia 
• Explain Muslim views on the sanctity of life  

 



Topic 2:Wealth and Poverty 
By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 
Describe the characteristics of LEDC countries 
 
Explain the causes of poverty 
 
Describe the differences between emergency aid and long term aid 
 
Describe the role of Muslim organisations in world development and poverty 
relief 
Describe the work of Muslim Aid and its principles, including relevant 
Muslim teachings 
Explain the Muslim ideas of duty to care for the poor and community 
 
Define the terms Zakah and Sadaqah 
 
Explain Muslim attitudes towards money and charity 
 



Causes of poverty?  

 



Quiz time… 
1) Explain these terms... 
    a. LEDC 
 b. MEDC 
 c. World Poverty 
  d. Justice 
e   Charity 
   f. Zakah 
  g. Sadaqah 
 h   Emergency Aid 
i.   Long Term Aid 



Muslim views  
The Quran (Holy Book) teaches that Allah (God) is the true owner of all wealth and that humans are only 
trustees of their wealth, with the responsibility to use it wisely. 
 
 Zakah – this is compulsory 

giving and is the Third of the Five 
Pillars of Islam. It means ‘clean’. 
By doing Zakah, a wealthy 
Muslim is cleansed of greed and 
selfishness. They give 2.5% of 
their savings each year to help 
those in need in the Muslim 
community. 

Sadaqah- this is voluntary giving 
that all Muslims try to do, on top of 
their zakat payments. Muhammad 
said that sadaqah is a better judge of 
a Muslim’s true faith, because it is 
voluntary. Muslim charities include 
Islamic Relief and Muslim Aid. 

Fasting - during the month of Ramadan, all Muslims fast during daylight hours. One of 
the reasons for this is to understand what it is like to be poor and starving. 
Eid - this is the festival at the end of the Ramadan fast. A special payment is made by 
those with money so those who are poor can join in the celebrations. 



 Muslims believe that they are all of equal status in the eyes of Allah and so they should help their poor 
Muslims who are less fortunate than them. Muslims know that it is their duty not only as Muslims but 
also as human beings to help those who need their help. Their wealth and good health has been given to 
them by Allah to see how they use it. They believe that Allah is forever testing them whether they are rich 
or poor.  

 
 In the Qur’an, Sadaqah means ‘voluntary charity’. It fits in with the 3rd pillar of Islam known as Zakah. 

Sadaqah is not restricted to any special deed of righteousness. An example of Muslims giving Sadaqah, is 
during the fasting month of Ramadan. They give money to charities such as ‘IslamicAid’. Ramadan is 
done in the Islamic religion because Muslims believe that starving teaches an individual self-restraint and 
shows the more well off Muslims what the poor go through everyday.  

 
 Zakah, Muslims do this by annually giving 2.5% of their income to the poorest in society, But Muslims 

only have to do this, when their annual wealth exceeds a minimum level. This charity can be used to; 
relieve people from any debt they may be unable to pay back, to help refugees, stranded travellers, people 
with no homes, and can even be used to educate people about Islam. In the Hdith (oral words of the 
Prophet Muhammed), there is a phrase; “He is not a believer, who eats his fill while his neighbour 
remains hungry at his side”. This basically means; the person who can eat to a full stomach, while the 
person sat next to him remains starving, is not a follower of Allah.  

 

In Islam, charity can be given in any form. It can be given through 
money, clothes and food. 
 
 



Topic 3: Conflict and Suffering 
By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 
Define the terms Jihad, lesser jihad and greater jihad 
Understand the  Muslim attitudes to disarmament 
Understand the Muslim attitudes to pacifism 
Understand the Muslim attitudes to Terrorism 
Define the terms Nuclear warfare and nuclear 
proliferation 
Understand Muslim attitudes towards Nuclear warfare 
and  weapons 
Define ‘protest’ and understand the different ways and 
reasons people might protest 
Understand the Muslim attitude towards reconciliation 



Key words  
• Weapons of Mass Destruction: Weapons that can devastate large areas 

and kill huge numbers of people. 
• Pacifism: A belief that all disputes should be settled by peaceful means 
• Forgiveness: Stopping blaming someone and/or pardoning a person for 

what they have done wrong.  
• Reconciliation: Bringing people back together to a point of harmony 

after a dispute. 
• Jihad-to struggle or strive 
• Lesser Jihad-the struggle to build a good Muslim society; also Holy War 

(the struggle to defend against oppression; with force if necessary). 
• Greater Jihad -the personal spiritual struggle or effort of every Muslim 

to follow the teachings of Allah (God) in their own lives e.g. overcoming 
things such as anger greed, pride and hatred; forgiving someone who has 
hurt them; working for social justice. 



Islam, forgiveness and 
reconciliation  

Islam teaches that Allah is forgiving and merciful to all who turn from their sins and to him. Muslims believe 

Muslims should be merciful 
and compassionate towards 
others, because Allah is 
merciful and compassionate 
towards them. 

The Qur’an states ‘If a 
person forgives and makes 
reconciliation, his reward 
will be from God.’ Surah 
42:40 

There are many 
sayings of the Prophet 
Muhammad (Hadith) 
stating Muslims 
should forgive others. 

However, a Muslim 
should not forgive those 
who are working against 
Islam seeking to destroy 
it or a person’s faith in 
it. 



Islamic view on war.. 
The Arabic word ‘jihad’ means to struggle or strive’. Islam teaches that Muslims should be prepared to 
struggle or strive in the way of Islam. 

The Qur’an teaches that Muslims 
must fight if they are attacked. 
 Muhammad himself fought in 

wars. 
 The Hadith permits justifiable 

wars. 
  The Qur’an teaches that 

anyone who dies in a just war 
will go directly to heaven 

The lesser jihad is about the physical 
struggles against the enemies of Islam. 
Muslims will sometimes see their jihad as 
a Holy War, particularly if they feel Islam 
itself is being attacked 

For Muslims the most important 
struggle they must undertake is 
called the greater jihad or the 
internal jihad. A spiritual and 
emotional fight to become truly 
submitted to the will of Allah (The 
word ‘Islam’ means submission, the 
word ‘Muslim’ means one who 
submits to God). 

However, some Muslims believe Islam to be 
a religion of peace and modern warfare 
means no war can be just, so oppose all 
wars. 



An Islamic just war  
Fight in the cause of god those who fight you, but do not go beyond 
the limits, god does not love those who transgress. 

It must be fought for a Just Cause: either Islam is being attacked, people are 
suffering, or in self defence. 
 It must be a Last Resort: all possible non-violent means of resolving the 

problem have been tried. 
 It must be authorised by a Muslim Authority: By a religious leader or council 

of leaders. 
 It must cause Minimal Suffering: to all sides involved. 
 It must not target Innocent Civilians: especially the elderly, the young and 

women. 
 It must end when the Enemies Surrender: Prisoners of war are to be returned. 

'Hate your enemy mildly; he may become your friend one day' 



Quick quiz- pairs- true or false  
1. Muslim attitudes towards war and peace are based on the 

Bible. 
2. Islam is a religion which advocates peace and peace-

making. 
3. Jihad means 'to struggle in the way of Allah'. 
4. For Muslims war is fought for revenge 
5. Islam teaches that all people are equal and deserve equal 

respect. 
6. War can only be used as a last resort. 

 
7. Bonus point…. Quote about war… 

 

 



Topic 4: The Environment 
By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 
Explain why Muslims value the created world 
Define the Muslim teachings on stewardship 
Describe the main causes and consequences of pollution 
Understand Muslim attitudes towards pollution 
Understand Muslim attitudes towards conservation 
Describe how Muslims can act to conserve the natural world 
as individuals, as a community and as international partners 
Identify the key aims of one Muslim approach to 
conservation on the global scale 
Describe current issues related to animal rights 
Understand Muslim attitudes towards animals and animal 
rights 



Key words  
• Global Warming: The increase the temperature of the Earth’s 

atmosphere.  
• Natural Resources: Naturally occurring materials which can be 

utilised by humans. 
•  Creation: The act of creating the universe, or the universe which has 

been created. 
•  Environment: The surroundings on which plants and animals live and 

on which they depend to continue living.  
• Stewardship: Looking after something on behalf of another so that it 

can be passed back or on to the next generation of stewards.  
• Conservation: Protecting and preserving natural resources and the 

environment. 



Islam and the Created 
Environment 

Islam teaches that the universe and everything in it was created by God 
as a place perfectly suited to human life. 
 The Qur’an states: ‘The sun and moon follow courses exactly computed; And the herbs and the 
trees – both alike bow in adoration… He has set up the balance in order that you may not break 
the balance.’ Surah 55:5-8 

 The universe 
was created by 
one God and as 
such the whole 
of creation has a 
unity, a common 
bond, within it. 

 Everything is 
created by 
God so 
humans must 
respect God’s 
creation and 
treat it with 
care. 

 There is a balance 
in creation so 
humans must 
work to maintain 
the ecological 
stability put in 
place by God 
since the creation. 



The Qur’an states: ‘Behold thy Lord said to the angels, ‘I will create a 
vice-gerent on earth.’ And he taught Adam the nature of all things.’’ 
Surah 2:30 

 Islam teaches that God created 
Adam as his ‘Khalifah‘ (vice-
gerent; someone who looks after 
things on your behalf) or 
steward of creation. 
 
 

 The Shari’ah (Muslim Law) and 
Ummah (Muslim Community) 
teaches a respect for all of God’s 
creation 

  Islam teaches that God created 
humans as his stewards 
(Khalifahs) of the Earth. He 
showed people how to look 
after the Earth in the Qur’an. 
 
 

 Life is a test and God will 
judge Muslims on their faith 
and actions, including how 
well they looked after the 
world. 



What is meant by animal rights? 

 



Muslims believe Allah created the world and everything in it, therefore 
all of creation is precious. 
 
There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor a being that flies on its wings, but 
(forms part of) communities like you. Nothing have We omitted from the Book, and 
they (all) shall be gathered to their Lord in the end. 
 
 Dominion 
 
Allah has given humans 
dominion over other creatures. 
This is a duty and a 
responsibility.  
 
Muslims should not abuse their 
privilege or exploit animals, 
because God will punish them 
if they abuse this power. 
 
Animals have been given to 
people by Allah and should be 
used wisely 

 Muslims believe 
animals can praise 
Allah, though not in 
the same way as 
humans. They believe 
animals are aware of 
their treatment and 
should be treated with 
kindness and 
compassion, which 
will win favour with 
Allah. 

 Muslims believe that animals 
are different to humans.  

Islam does not teach whether or 
not animals have souls. Most 
Muslims accept that only Allah 
knows what happens to animals 
after they die. 



What does this mean in practice? 
 For most Muslims, a guiding principle is khilafah. This emphasises their duty to look after 

Allah's creation and use it wisely. They will answer to Him as to how well they perform this 
task. Muslims apply this to the question of animal rights in a variety of ways 

 The Muslim Declaration at Assisi 1986 states: We are Allah's stewards and agents 
on Earth. We are not masters of this Earth; it does not belong to us to do what we 
wish. It belongs to Allah and He has entrusted us with its safekeeping. 

 Most Muslims believe that the rules around the ritual slaughter of animals are 
designed to minimise distress and pain for an animal.  

 Food that Muslims are allowed to eat is called halal and food they should not eat 
is called haram. 

 Halal meat has been farmed, prepared and slaughtered according to Shari'ah law. 
 Haram food includes all pork products, animals that eat meat and animals that 

have not been slaughtered according to Islamic law. Muslims have to be careful 
with processed foods because some ingredients might be unknown. 
 
 

• Animal experiments 
 

• Islam allows animal experiments if they are for a justified purpose, eg to develop 
            
         

 
          

 
            
        

 
            

  
        

     
        

          
             
          
               

  

 



Animal experiments 
  

• Islam allows animal experiments if they are for a justified purpose, eg to 
develop new medical treatments, if no alternative ways of testing are available. 
Animals must always be treated well and their suffering minimised. 

• Many Muslims are generally against testing on animals for cosmetics. 
• They also believe animal experiments to measure the effects of smoking are 

wrong because humans are not obliged to smoke. 
• The role of a khalifah (someone who exercises khilafah) means that Muslims 

should avoid: 
• abuse, neglect or ill treatment of animals  
• overworking or overloading animals  
• allowing or encouraging animal fighting as sport  
• hunting for sport, (though hunting for food is allowed)  
• factory farming, which is seen as going against the principle of compassion  
• cutting off the tails or other parts of animals  
• putting animals in cages, unless it is to help them when suffering, or to protect 

them  

 



Quick quiz 

• Who do Muslims believe created the world  
• Explain the Muslim teachings on 

stewardship 
• Do Muslims agree with experimenting on 

animals?  
 



Topic 5:  Crime and Punishment 
By the end of this topic you should be able to explain how the Muslim views 
of law, punishment and forgiveness influence attitudes towards: 

RAG 

The causes of crime 
The types of crime in Muslim thinking 
The aims of punishment especially deterrence, protection, 
reformation and retribution 
A range of punishments, including imprisonment and 
community service, corporal punishment and the death penalty 
(capital punishment) 
The importance of Allah in punishment and final judgement 
Justice and forgiveness 
The teachings of the Qur’an on punishment 



Key words 
• Sin: An act against the will of God. 
•  Crime: An act against the law. 
• Law: Rules made by Parliament and enforceable by the police and the courts. 
•  Justice: Due allocation of reward and punishment, the maintenance of what is right. 
•  Judgement: The act of evaluating people and their actions. 
•  Capital Punishment: The State sponsored death penalty. 
•  Reform: The idea that punishments should try to change criminals so that they will not 

commit crimes again. 
•  Deterrence: The idea that punishments will be of such a nature that they will put 

people off (deter) committing crimes. 
•  Retribution: The idea that punishments should make criminals pay for what they have 

done wrong. 
•  Rehabilitation: Readapt to normal life and thinking in society. 
• Responsibility: Being responsible for your own actions. 
•  Addiction: A recurring compulsion to engage in an activity regardless of its effects. 



Islam, Sin & Crime 

• Muslims believe there should be no difference 
between state law and religious law. The Islamic 
religious law is called   .               . In Islam 
committing a crime is a sin against God. Shari’ah 
Law governs the lives of Muslims around the 
world and is the most widely used  religious legal 
system there is. It is traditionally upheld by the 
Imams and the Ummah. 



Remember  

• Muslims believe that God will judge all 
people justly on the Last Day. They also 
believe that it is their duty as vice-regents 
(stewards) of creation to ensure that people 
are treated fairly and the world is governed 
in a just way…. 



5 facts… 

• The Qur’an describes God as just 
• God wants people to treat each other fairly 

and establish justice. 
•  There are many Hadith (sayings/teachings) 

of Muhammad about justice.  
• The Shari ’ah is based on justice and 

equality for all. 
•  Justice is the basis for the ‘pillar of zakah’. 



Islamic attitudes to punishment  

 The Qur’an lays down the 
punishment for certain crimes. 
‘As for a thief, male or female, 
cut off their hand: a punishment 
by way of example, from God, 
for their crime.’ (Surah 5:41) 

 Strict punishments are only given as a 
last resort. Islamic courts will look 
into family circumstances. A person 
would not have a hand amputated if 
they stole to feed a starving baby. 

Islamic punishments, as laid out in the Qur’an, can often 
seem very harsh. E.g. cutting off the hand of a thief or 100 
lashes with a whip for someone caught in adultery. 
However, Muslim attitudes to punishment are based on 
DETTERENCE and REFORM . Imprisonment is used in 
Muslim countries to protect society from anti-social 
criminals. 



The Qur’an and Justice 
The Qur’an teaches that judgement and punishment ultimately belongs to God. However, God 
demands all people show justice and mercy to all other people. 

Justice is for all. Everyone 
should put justice first, 
even before their family. 
‘Stand up firmly for justice, 
as a witness to God, even 
as against yourselves or 
your parents or your kin, 
and whether it be against 
rich or poor.’ 

Muslims should act against 
injustice. However, for a victim to 
forgive a person’s injustice, is far 
better. ‘Act against those who 
oppress people and transgress (sin) 
against justice. They will have an 
agonizing punishment - though, if a 
person is patient and forgives, this 
is one of the greatest things.’ Surah 
42:42-43 



Capital Punishment 

• What can you tell me… 
• Different types of CP 
• Crimes given CP 
• Countries that still have CP 
• Your views on CP 



Secular views 

• For • Against  



Islam and CP 

It is a punishment laid down in Shari’ah 
Law within the Qur’an. 
 The Prophet Mohammad agreed with 

capital punishment. 
 Mohammad sentenced people to 

death for murder when he was ruler 
of Madinah. 

Shari ‘ah, allows for capital punishment for three offences:  
 
 
Murder - the unlawful taking of another’s life. 
Adultery - a married person sleeping with someone 
they are not married to. 
Apostasy - where a Muslim denies Islam and works 
against it (this amounts to treason within Islam). 

Some Muslims are against capital 
punishment, they say that 
Shari’ah Law in the Qur’an only 
suggests capital punishment and 
does not make it compulsory. 
These Muslims would point to 
scriptures suggesting forgiveness 
and mercy rather than death. ‘Let 
harm be repaid by an equal harm, 
though anyone who forgives and 
puts things right will have his 
reward from God Himself - He 
does not like those who do 
wrong.’ Surah 42:40 

NB-An alternative to the death penalty is that a victims family can accept 
compensation called ‘blood money’, from the murderer rather than requiring 
a death sentence. 



Quick Quiz 

 



Topic 6:  Relationships and lifestyle 
By the end of this topic you should be able to explain Muslim attitudes 
towards… 

RAG 

Family:  What is it?  What are Muslim attitudes? 
Family:  Parents, Children, the elderly 
Sexuality:  What is it?  What are Muslim attitudes? 
Sexuality:  Sex outside marriage, Homosexuality, the Age of consent 
Legal drugs:  What are they?  What are Muslim attitudes? 
Legal drugs:  Prescribed drugs, Tobacco, Alcohol 
Illegal drugs:  What are they?  Why use them?  What are Muslim 
attitudes? 
Gambling:  What is it?  Why do it?  What are Muslim attitudes? 
Usury:  What is it?  What’s wrong with borrowing?  What are Muslim 
attitudes ? 
Islamic schools:  Islam and education, Madrassah, Islamic Schools 



What does Islam say about 
family life? 

• Families are considered to be at the heart of every Muslim community. Family life was 
created by Allah to keep society together and Muslims should follow the example of the 
Prophet Muhammad, who was married and raised a family. 

 
• The traditional Muslim family is an extended family. It usually includes parents, children, 

grandparents and elderly relatives. Most Muslims believe that extended families mean 
greater stability, continuity, love and support for each other. 
 

• Many Muslims believe that family life is the foundation of human society providing a 
secure, healthy and nurturing environment for parents and growing children. The best place 
to pass on and develop human virtues such as love, kindness, mercy and compassion is in a 
family. 
 

• The family unit should encourage the individual to see themselves as part of a wider 
community and should discourage anti-social behaviour.  

• The mother is at the heart of the Muslim family and is responsible for teaching children 
about halal and haram in the home. The father is responsible for taking the children to the 
mosque. 



The elderly and parents  
• Muslims treat the elderly with dignity. Many consider it to be an honour and a 

blessing from Allah to be able to look after their elderly relatives and give 
them care with kindness, patience and respect. It is also a duty. 

• Muslim parents have a responsibility to care for their children physically and 
emotionally. Their goal is for their children to grow into self-disciplined, 
independent adults. Parents are expected to teach their children right from 
wrong. 

• Children are expected to respect their parents. The child's duties to its parents 
are second only to its duties to Allah. Commandments from the Qur'an, and 
also the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, talk about the respect children 
should have for their parents. 

Your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him and that you be kind to 
your parents. If one of them or both of them reach old age with you, do not say to 
them a word of disrespect… and act humbly to them in mercy. 

 



In Islamic countries (and in Muslim communities in non-Islamic 
countries) it is rare to find a retirement home. Caring for parents and 
the elderly is considered an honour and a blessing and an opportunity 
for greater spiritual growth. 
 
It is not enough to simply pray. Muslims are expected to act with 
compassion. Mothers are particularly honoured. 
 
 
Your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him, and that 
you be kind to your parents. If one of them or both of them reach old 
age with you, do not say to them a word of disrespect, or scold them, 
but say a generous word to them. 
 
Qur'an 17:23-24 



Marriage 
• Marriage is expected for all Muslims and sex should only take place 

within a marriage.  
 

• Marriage is intended to be: 
for the mutual love and support of the husband and wife  
for the sexual expression of love  
for the conception and raising of children  
to support a stable society  

 



Sexuality 

Many people look to their faith for guidance on sexual relationships. For Muslims, sex 
is seen as a gift from Allah, to be kept strictly within marriage between a man and a 
woman. 
 
In Islam, men and women are required to dress modestly. This is said to help them avoid embarrassing one 
another. It is also seen as a way of discouraging adultery. 
 
Sex is seen as a gift from Allah and sexual relationships should be restricted to marriage between a man and a 
woman. Meetings between unmarried couples are traditionally chaperoned. In the Qur'an, unmarried Muslims 
are advised against sex before marriage. 
 
Let those who find not the wherewithal for marriage keep themselves chaste until God gives them the means. 
 
 
Arranged marriages are the custom in Muslim families, when parents are involved in 
finding a suitable marriage partner for their child. This ensures that marriages are based 
on compatibility rather than lustful feelings. It is thought that a marriage like this will 
be less likely to end in divorce. 
 



Adultery is regarded as a very serious crime. It is seen as a form of theft: 
 
And come not near unto adultery. Lo! It is an abomination and an evil 
way. 
 
 
What does this mean in practice? 
 
Some Muslim women believe that the wearing of a religious garment, 
like the burka, is a way of protecting themselves from what they see as 
an over-sexualised society. They feel that society portrays women as 'sex 
objects' and places too much importance on a woman's physical 
appearance. 
 
Under Shari'ah Law, the traditional punishment for adultery is stoning to 
death. Iran, which has been an Islamic state since 1979, banned stoning 
as a means of execution in 2013, but adultery is still punishable there by 
death. 
 
 



Homosexuality  
 

• Generally speaking, Islam does not tolerate homosexuality, because there are 
teachings in the Qur'an which argue that it is unnatural and against the will of 
Allah. 

 
And as for the two of you men who are guilty of lewdness, punish them both. And 
if they repent and improve, then let them be. Lo! Allah is Merciful. 
 
• Most schools of Shari'ah Law view homosexual sex as deserving the same 

punishment as adultery, ie death. 
 

What does this mean in practice? 
 

• Some Islamic states impose the death penalty on people caught taking part in 
homosexual acts. 
 

• In the UK, there are Muslims who are openly homosexual. Although they are 
protected by European anti-discrimination laws, they sometimes face strong 
opposition from fellow Muslims and within their own families. 

 



Drugs  
Islam is opposed to the use of any drugs except for those which are medically 
prescribed 
 
Prophet Muhammad said, 'Every intoxicant is Khamr (alcohol) and all Khamr is Haram 
(unlawful or not permitted).' 
 
In the Qur’an it says: 
O ye who believe, liquor, gambling, idols and divining arrows are but abominations and Satanic 
devices. So turn wholly away from each of them that you may prosper. Satan desires only to 
create enmity and hatred between you by means of liquor and gambling and to keep you back 
from the remembrance of Allah and from Prayer.  
 
So Muslims consider that all non-prescribed drugs are the work of Satan and are designed to lead 
people away from God. It is thought that all drugs enable people to escape from real life which 
would mean that they cannot serve Allah well. 
 
Tobacco 
 
Tobacco is, of course, not specifically mentioned in the Qur’an as being Haram but some 
Muslims say it is Makruh (strongly disliked). 
 



All Muslims are against the use of alcohol and drug abuse. 
They do allow healing drugs and alcohol to be used in 

medical situations. 

 
They are 
haram – 
forbidden 

by the 
Qur’an 

Islam aims to create 
a peaceful and just 
society and so this 
makes drugs and 
alcohol evil. 

They destroy the 
body and no one 
has the right to 
do this because 
they believe that 
Allah owns are 
bodies 

 

The Qur’an 
has many 
teachings 
on the 
dangers of 
drinking 
and 
gambling.  

 

Also the prophet 
Muhammad taught that 
they are wrong and so 
Muslims follow his 
example: 
“Intoxicants are the 
mother of all evils. 
Alcohol is not a medicine 
but a disease.” 



Gambling  
Muslims are against gambling  
 
Satan’s plan is (but) to excite enmity and hatred between you, with intoxicants and 
gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, and from prayer: will ye not then 
abstain? Surah 5:91 

 
Many Muslims will not take charitable donations towards building a mosque or school if the 
money has come from gambling or a lottery. 

 
Muslims in the United Kingdom take an active part in raising money for their mosque where 
it is distributed to the poor; many will send money to Muslim communities abroad.  

 
Muslim charities such as Muslim Aid and Islamic Relief work to help people in developing 
countries. 
The generous man is near God, near Paradise, near men and far from Hell, and the ignorant 
man who is generous is dearer to God than a worshipper who is miserly. 
 
Work is a central part of Muslim life: 
But Allah has created you and your handiwork!  

 
 

  
 

              
     

 
 

                  
               

   
 
 

  

 



Quick quiz 
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