
Life and Death 
By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Describe the core beliefs of the Islamic faith, including the five pillars  

Describe Islamic beliefs about life and death  

Explain why Muslims have a strong belief in the Sanctity of life and identify 
what other beliefs stem from this 

 

Explain the Muslim attitude towards abortion  

Explain the Muslim attitude towards euthanasia  

Explain the Muslim attitudes towards  fertility treatments, including 
contraception, IVF and Surrogacy 

 

Explain the Muslim attitudes towards reproductive cloning  

Explain the Muslim attitudes towards Genetic Engineering  

 

Life and Death Key Words 

Abortion: The deliberate termination of a pregnancy by medical means.  

Artificial Insemination: The process by which sperm is medically inserted into 
the vagina to assist pregnancy. 

Artificial Insemination by Donor: When AI occurs using the sperm of a donor.  

Artificial Insemination by Husband: When AI occurs using the sperm of the 
husband.  

Cloning: The scientific method by which animals and plants can be created to 
have the exact same genetic make-up as the original, because it uses the DNA 
of the original.  

Contraception: The artificial and chemical methods used to prevent pregnancy.  

Designer Babies: Babies whose characteristics may have been selected by 
parents to avoid inherited weaknesses or to choose desired features.  

Embryo: A fertilised egg at around 12-14 days after conception.  

Ethics: The theory relating to what is right and what is wrong behaviour.  



Euthanasia: Killing someone painlessly to relieve suffering and pain.  

Fertility: The natural ability to have children.  

Hadith: The oral tradition relating to the words and actions of Muhammad.  

Human Genetic Engineering: Controlling genes to manipulate what humans are 
physically like.  

Islam: The name of the religion followed by Muslims, who surrender to the will 
of Allah and peace. 

IVF: In Vitro Fertilisation is a method of making a women pregnant which does 
not involve sex, instead an egg and sperm are fertilised by scientists in a lab.  

Judgement Day: The day when Allah will judge all people. 

Muslim: A member of Islam who believe Allah is the one true god and 
Muhammad is his messenger.  

Reproductive Cloning: To make a complete genetically identical animal, possibly 
a human being.  

Resurrection: A belief in life after death.  

Sanctity of Life: The belief that human life is important because Allah 
created it.  

Saviour Siblings: Babies conceived to provide genetically compatible material 
for ill relatives.  

Shari’ah Law: Islamic law based on the Qur’an and Sunnah.  

Somatic Cell Therapy: The repair or replacement of a gene within the body.  

Stem Cell: A cell taken from an embryo which is 4-5 days old, the role of the 
cell hasn’t been decided yet.  

Sunnah: The words and actions of the Prophet Muhammad from the Hadith. 

Surrogacy: The process in which a woman carries a child for another couple. 

Surrogate mother: A women who has a baby for another couple. 

Therapeutic Cloning: Removing cells from a sick patient and using stem cells on 
the cells to research cures for the sickness.  

Quality of Life: How good or bad and enjoyable a person’s life is.  



By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Describe the core beliefs of the Islamic faith, including the five pillars  

 

Islam is a way of life centred on Allah.  

The main goal of life is to earn a place in Paradise after death, thus maintain an eternal 
relationship with Allah which was started at birth.  

This is achieved through living an ethical life by: Righteous observance, such as obeying the 
Five Pillars. 

 

This ethical way of life is guided by the teachings in the Qur’an and the Hadith which 
Muslims believe are Allah’s gifts to mankind. As the Qur’an is considered sacred, the way of 
life it promotes is not widely open to interpretation. As a result many believe the Islamic way 
of life to be timeless – it can be followed throughout the centuries.  

  



By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Describe Islamic beliefs about life and death  

 

Muslims believe that they will be judged on their death by Allah. If they lived a good life 
they will go to heaven which is seen as a paradise and if they lived a bad life they go to Hell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Explain why Muslims have a strong belief in the Sanctity of life and identify 
what other beliefs stem from this 

 

 

Allah is the creator of all life on Earth  therefore all life should be respected and valued.  

Allah is considered to be the only one who has the right to give and take life, therefore 
Muslims consider killing to be a sin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘And he will be in a life of Bliss, 
In a Garden on high, 

The Fruits whereof (will hang in bunches) low and near. 
‘Eat ye and drink ye, with full satisfaction, because of the (good) that ye sent before you, 

in the days that are gone!’ 
(Surah 69.21-24) 

“On that Day will men proceed in companies sorted out, to be shown the deeds that 
they (had done).  Then shall anyone who has done an atom’s weight of good, see it!  And 

 anyone who has done an atom’s weight of evil, shall see it”

 Qur’an 99:6-8

It is He (Allah) who granted death and life. 
Qur’an 53:44 



By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Explain the Muslim attitude towards abortion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Explain the Muslim attitude towards euthanasia  

 

Forms of 
Euthanasia 

Definition 

Voluntary  The person asks a doctor to end their life.  
Non-voluntary The person is too ill to ask but it is believed by a doctor, possibly in 

discussion with the family to be in the best interest of the person.  
Involuntary Disabled, sick and elderly people, for whom life is not seen to have a point, 

are killed without any discussion just because they are disabled, sick or 
elderly. 

Passive Withdrawing treatment with the aim of ending the person’s life quicker. Or 
giving too much medicine which may reduce the persons’ life expectancy.  

Active Giving a drug which will end life, or withholding treatment with the intention 
of ending life.  

Not all Muslims believe the same thing about abortion. Some believe it is 
completely forbidden. They follow the teaching in the Qur’an to support 
their belief in the sanctity of life. Humans do not have the right to go 
against Allah in his role as creator or destroyer.  

However others believe that life does not start at conception so the 
teaching does not apply.  

Kill not your children for fear of want. 
Qur’an 17:31 

The creation of each one of you is brought together in his mother’s belly for 
forty days in the form of seed, then he is a clot of blood for a like period, 
then a morsel of flesh for a like period, then there is sent to him and who is 
commanded about four matters: to write down his means of livelihood, his life 
span, his actions, and whether happy or unhappy.  

Passage commenting on the Hadith 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Explain the Muslim attitudes towards  fertility treatments, including 
contraception, IVF and Surrogacy 

 

 

 

 

Fertility Issues and Contraception 
The Qur’an contains no teachings about the use of contraception. 
The Hadith makes it clear that Muhammad knew of birth control and seemed to 
approve of it where appropriate.  
In the 11th Century CE, Avicenna, a Muslim physician created a list of 20 things 
which would act as contraception. 
The withdrawal method remained the most common form of contraception. This 
is still in use today, though Muslims agree the consent of the women is required.   
Islamic ethics forbid sex outside of marriage; therefore contraception should 
be understood in relation to a husband and wife rather than casual partners.  
Although Muslims realise the PURPOSE of marriage to procreate and raise a 
family, they are in favour of contraception that prevents conception. 
Muslims oppose any form of contraception which causes an early abortion, such 
as the morning after pill. 

Muslim teachings on euthanasia are based around the sanctity of Life; 
therefore the experiences are all part of Allah’s plans and Euthanasia would 
disrupt these plans.  

If a person expresses a desire to die, they are claiming to know more than 
Allah by taking the decision away from him.  

Additionally, voluntary euthanasia can be seen as suicide, non-voluntary or 
involuntary euthanasia is classed as murder which is against the teachings of 
Allah.  

Euthanasia could therefore negatively affect life after death so Muslims are 
prepared to put up with suffering in order to increase their chances of 
eternity in Paradise with Allah. 

Modern advances in science are causing problems for religious believers of 
any religion as the teachings from sacred books do not refer directly to 
medical sciences. 



Muslim Attitudes to Artificial Insemination 

Some Muslims believe that Allah gives children to married couples a gift. Not 
all couples receive this gift and people who don’t should accept their misfortune 
whilst continuing to live a life of which Allah would approve. Artificial 
insemination is therefore against the will of Allah. Other Muslims believe that 
the creation process was inspired by Allah, as was the technology which is used 
in the process. 

“It is He who created you… 

AID is also considered unnatural as it clashes with the concept of fitting within 
a natural marriage. This is because: 

If a third party, other than the spouses, involves in this process, such as when the 
sperm comes from another man, then fertilisation in such cases is unlawful, because it 
is counted as adultery.” 

 The donor is a stranger and not the husband 
 Inserting the sperm other than the husbands could be seen as adultery 
 It allows unmarried women to get pregnant  
 It allows homosexual couples to have children 
 The child may become upset if they find out their genetic father is 

different from the father which raised them. 

Muslim Attitudes to IVF 
 

 

 

 

  

Present New Information: 

IVF treatment involves the removal of eggs from the women and sperm from 
the man. The egg is then fertilised in a lab by the scientists, before being 
placed inside the women where it will be carried and birthed.   

Some  Muslims are in favour of IVF treatment if natural conception is not 
possible, though it is only acceptable if the sperm of the husband is being 
used. By keeping it to the husband’s sperm then the sanctity of the marriage 
is maintained.  



By the end of this topic you should be able to…  RAG 

Explain the Muslim attitudes towards reproductive cloning  

Explain the Muslim attitudes towards Genetic Engineering  

 

 

 

Muslim Responses 
If scientific advances result in the improvement of human life, they are 
welcomed: 
“If any one saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the whole people.” 

Qur’an 5:32 
However using technology to create designer babies is not acceptable. This 
is because it doesn’t benefit mankind. Also if it is used to select the gender 
of the resultant baby, this removes the creative choice of Allah.  

 

Muslim attitudes towards cloning can differ as some Muslims believe that 
Allah gives us knowledge and we should therefore use it, as it is a gift from 
Allah.  
 
However most Muslims would use Islamic ethical teachings to oppose this 
sort of reproductive cloning. This would argument would state that cloning 
animal would interfere with Allah’s creative power.  

 
Reproductive cloning is not the only type of cloning that is now scientifically 
possible. There is also the opportunity to use cloning in a therapeutic way – 
to help to treat a range of diseases. DNA is taken from an embryo and 
replaced with DNA from another to generate stem cells. It is sometimes 
known as stem cell cloning. The aim is to take the stem cells from the 
modified embryo and use them in research to find treatments for diseases.  
The law says any embryos for this have to be killed after 14 days.  
 
Whilst many Muslims recognise the benefit of this technology, they are 
concerned about creating and modifying embryos for such a purpose. This is 
because they may interpret this as taking the life-giving duty of Allah upon 
themselves. Consequently, they forbid the creation of embryos specifically 
for this purpose but will allow extra embryos not used in IVF treatments to 
be used.  

 


