
History Paper 2  



Key Facts: 

• The test is 1 hour 30 minutes. 

• You are only answering two sets of questions 

• You are answering … 
– A2: The origins and course of the First World War, 1905-18 

– B2:  Changes in Medicine, c1845-c1945 

• You will have two booklets… 
– Question paper 

– Answer booklet … where you write your answers! 

• Nothing will be marked that is written on the question paper. 

 



QUESTION 
PAPER 

ANSWER 
PAPER 



Last name First name 

Candidate 
#  

(this is on your ID 
card – this needs to 
be out on the desk 

in the exam) 

School 
Centre # 

Get used to doing this properly – 
if you make any mistakes on the 
front cover in June, your exam 
probably won’t get marked, no 
matter how much hard work and 
effort you’ve put in! 







Inside the 
question paper … 



Page 1: 
The contents page 

This shows ALL the 
questions that would 

be available within 
the FULL paper. 
YOU ARE ONLY 
ANSWERING 

QUESTIONS A2 and 
B2 









Examiners report 2014:  Section A 
(general) 

(a) Most candidates were able to make inferences from the source with a significant number 
additionally able to support these with evidence from the source. However, a minority simply 
summarised what they could see. Beginning with ‘the source suggests’ often helps to 
encourage inferences rather than simple comprehension. 

(b) Candidates displayed impressive cross referencing skills with many accessing Level 3 by showing 
similarity and difference. A weighted majority of candidates were able to quote material from the 
sources in support of their judgements. However, some focused only on agreement or 
disagreement and were consigned to Level 2. Remember they had to make supported statements 
on both to reach Level 3. Others explained similarities and differences but failed to make an explicit 
judgement about the extent of support between the sources. Judgement phrases such as ‘strong 
support’, ‘very little support, ‘only slight support’, would help.  

(c) Candidates also demonstrated the ability to construct reasoned answers making use of 
both source materials and own knowledge. At their best, candidates demonstrated the ability 
to weave both own knowledge and the sources into their answers to produce a balanced 
response which earned full marks. A minority of candidates remained over dependent on the 
sources producing source led answers that did not fully meet the demands of the question.   









1 mark 2 marks 3 marks 
Copy the 
source 

I can make 1 
unsupported 
inference (P) 

I can make 1 
supported 
inference 
(PE) 





1-2 marks 3-4 marks 5-6 marks 7 marks 
I can make 
POINTS 
showing 
how the 
sources 
support or 
challenge 
each other 

I can make 
a PE 
paragraph 
showing 
how the 
sources 
support OR 
challenge 
each other 

I can make 
two PE 
paragraphs 
showing 
how the 
sources 
support 
AND 
challenge 
each other 

In my 
conclusion I 
make a 
judgement 
of Extent of 
Support / 
Challenge 





1-4 marks 5-8 marks 9-12 marks 13-15 marks 
I can make 
POINTS for or 
against the 
question using 
the source 
and/or own 
knowledge. 

I can make 
PEE 
paragraphs 
showing FOR 
or AGAINST 
the question 
using the 
Sources and/or 
own 
knowledge. 

I can make 
PEE 
paragraphs 
showing FOR 
and AGAINST 
the question 
using 3 of the 
Sources and 
own 
knowledge. 

I can make 
PEE 
paragraphs 
showing FOR 
and AGAINST 
the question 
using 3 of the 
Sources and 
own 
knowledge 
and I make a 
reasoned 
judgement in 
my conclusion. 





3 marks Give 3 detailed examples from the source – you don’t need to quote the source.  Just tell 
the examiner what you have learnt from the source itself. 

7 marks A key feature is a CAUSE, EVENT, RESULT of something.  In this question you are to write 2 
PEE paragraphs and then link your PEE paragraphs together  (just think of your structure 
for an 8 mark question in paper 1) 

15 marks In this question you are to write 2 or more PEEL paragraphs about change over time.  You 
will also need to write a conclusion that will have a reasoned judgement about change. 



Examiners report 2014:  Section B 
(general) 

(a)  This was, in general, very well answered with many candidates achieving full marks. 
However, candidates should bear in mind that this is a comprehension question. They are not 
being asked to make inferences but to select three points from the source. In addition they do 
not have to include contextual knowledge. 

(b)  The “key features” question was answered impressively with candidates making good use 
of both selected and contextual knowledge to produce developed points. The better 
responses were often structured and focused on cause, effect, consequence. However, a 
number of candidates simply describe the event and do not focus and make links between key 
features. 

(c)  Answers on change over time were of more variable quality. A significant number of 
students answered this question confidently, were able to bring in an additional factor and 
linked points explicitly before reaching judgement on the nature and extent of change. In this 
regard there were many impressive answers on the History of Medicine, the Middle East, 
China and the changing nature of warfare in the twentieth century. To reach higher levels 
candidates needed to be aware of the ‘change’ element in the question but this was lost as 
some ploughed through the stimulus and wrote down everything that they knew. 



What to write: 
If your WAG 
is an E  you 
will… 

If your WAG 
is a D you 
will… 

If your WAG 
is a C you 
will… 

If your WAG is 
a B you will… 

 
If your WAG is 
an A you will… 

3 
mark 

paraphrase 
the source 

give 1 
example 
from the 
source 

give 2 
examples 
from the 
source 

give 3 basic 
examples 
from the 
source 

give 3 
detailed 
examples 
from the 
source 

7 
mark 

make basic 
points 

write 1 PE 
paragraph 

write 1 PEE 
paragraph 

write 2 PEE 
paragraphs 

link your PEE 
paragraphs 
together 

15 
mark 

made basic 
points 

write 2 PEE 
paragraphs 

write 2 PEE 
paragraphs 
about 
change 

will write 2 
PEEL 
paragraphs 
about change 

Write a 
conclusion 
that will have 
a reasoned 
judgement 
about change 



Question 

(a) 

3 marks 

1 mark 2 marks 3 marks 

I give 1 

example 

I give 2 

examples 

I give 3 

examples 



Question 

(b) 

7 marks 

1-2 marks 3-4 marks 5-6 marks 7 marks 

I have made simple 

POINTS in my 

answer about the 

key features. 

I have made a clear 

PEE paragraph 

about the key 

features.  The 

evidence will show 

the 5W’s clearly and 

the explanation of 

the key features. 

I have made 2 clear 

PEE paragraph 

about the key 

features.  The 

evidence will show 

the 5W’s clearly and 

the explanation of 

the key features. 

I have linked both my 

PEE paragraphs 

together in my 

conclusion. 



Question 

(c) 

15 marks 

1-4 marks 5-8 marks 9-12 marks 13-15 marks 

I have made a clear 

PEE paragraph about 

change.  The evidence 

will show the 5W’s 

clearly and the 

explanation of why 

things have changed. 

I have made 2 clear 

PEE paragraph about 

change. The evidence 

will show the 5W’s 

clearly and the 

explanation of why 

things have changed. 

I have made 2 or more 

PEEL paragraph about 

change. The evidence will 

show the 5W’s clearly 

and the explanation of 

why things have changed 

and linking these 

paragraphs together. 

My conclusion has a 

reasoned judgement about 

the change in the 

investigation 



Answer booklet: 
• Indicate which question you are answering (A2 & B2) 
• Answer a) on the right page, b), and c) 



Good Luck from all of us!   
We believe in you, are proud of 
you and know you can do this! 



Grade / mark boundaries 

% Marks per Question Marks per paper 

A* 90+ 23 marks /  45 marks overall 

A 80-89 20 marks 40 marks overall 

B 70-79 18 marks 35 marks overall 

C 60-69 15 marks 30 marks overall 

D 50-59 13 marks 25 marks overall 

E 40-49 10 marks 20 marks overall 

F 30-39 8 marks 15 marks overall 

G 20-29 5 marks 10 marks overall 

U 19 or less Less than 5 9 marks or less overall 



*  Read the questions carefully. 
*  Breath! 
*  Don’t panic! 
*  Have a guess if you aren’t sure. 
*  Don’t leave any questions blank 
 – every mark can count! 

Last Minute Tips: 



Good Luck from all of us!   
We believe in you, are proud of 
you and know you can do this! 


