
History Paper 1  



Key Facts: 

• The test is 1 hour 30 minutes. 

• Approximately 45 minutes for each set of questions – use the 
clock! 

• You are answering … 
– Q5:  Development of a Dictatorship:  Germany, 1918-45 

– Q9:  A divided union:  Civil rights in the USA, 1945-74  

• You will have two booklets… 
– Question paper 

– Answer booklet … where you write your answers! 

• Nothing will be marked that is written on the question paper. 

 



QUESTION 
PAPER 

ANSWER 
PAPER 



Last name First name 

Candidate 
#  

(this is on your ID 
card – this needs to 
be out on the desk 

in the exam) 

School 
Centre # 

Get used to doing this properly – 
if you make any mistakes on the 
front cover in June, your exam 
probably won’t get marked, no 
matter how much hard work and 
effort you’ve put in! 







Inside the 
question paper … 



Page 1: 
The contents page 

This shows ALL the 
questions available 
within the paper. 

YOU ARE ONLY 
ANSWERING 

QUESTIONS 5 AND 9 













1 mark 2 marks 3 marks 

I have put 2 

events in 

the correct 

order. 

I have put 3 

events in 

the correct 

order 

I have put 

4/5 events 

in the 

correct 

order 





1-2 marks 3-4 marks 
I have made an 

attempt at showing 

the effect of an event.  

My paragraph does 

not show clear 

evidence using the 

5W’s and/or my 

explanation on the 

outcome is not in 

enough detail. 

I have made a clear 

PEE paragraph about 

the effect of an event.  

The evidence will 

show the 5W’s 

clearly and the 

explanation will show 

the outcome of the 

event. 





1-2 marks 3-5 marks 6-7 marks 8 marks 
I have made 

simple 

POINTS in 

my answer 

about the 

causes of 

an event. 

I have made 

a clear PEE 

paragraph 

about the 

causes.  

The 

evidence 

will show 

the 5W’s 

clearly and 

the 

explanation 

of the 

outcomes. 

I have made 

2 clear PEE 

paragraph 

about the 

causes.  

The 

evidence 

will show 

the 5W’s 

clearly and 

the 

explanation 

of the 

outcomes. 

I have 

linked both 

my PEE 

paragraphs 

together in 

my 

conclusion. 





1-2 

marks 
3-5 

marks 
6-7 

marks 
8-10 

marks 
I have 

made 

simple 

POINTS in 

my answer 

about the 

causes of 

an event 

using the 

source or 

my own 

knowledge. 

I have 

made a 

clear PEE 

paragraph 

about the 

causes.  

The 

evidence 

will show 

the 5W’s 

clearly and 

used the 

source. 

I have 

made 2 

clear PEE 

paragraph 

about the 

causes.  

The 

evidence 

will show 

the 5W’s 

clearly and 

used the 

source. 

In my 

conclusion I 

have stated 

how more 

than one 

factor 

combined 

caused 

something 

to happen. 



Remember! 
 
You do this process TWICE: 
 
Once for Germany (Question 5, page 7) and 
once for Civil Rights (Question 9, page 11) 



Examiners report 2014 
Question (a) This was slightly better answered across in certain of the options, less so in others even when fairly 
straightforward logic would determine the correct sequence. Candidates need to have a thorough knowledge of 
the chronology of the key events within each of their options, not just to ensure full marks on this question, but 
also to improve their answers to subsequent questions. Detailed timelines would help. 

Question (b) Generally well answered. The best answers focused on consequence. One paragraph will suffice 
although some candidates wrote at too much length and wasted valuable time which may well have impacted 
on their time management. Others focused on the event itself rather than its effect. A minority of students 
attempted a narrative based response which either failed to address the question altogether or required the 
response to be combed for relevance. 

Question (c) Some very strong answers with candidates often able to give at least two explain and analyse two 
causes. However some gave a narrative rather than focusing on causation. Many achieved level 3 but not the 
top mark due to failure to show how the cause led to the outcome. This can be done when moving from one 
explained reason to the next or with a conclusion which highlights how the causes combined to produce the 
outcome. 

Question (d) In the main most candidates answered this question well, focusing on the issue in the question 
and making several explicit references to the source. However a number of candidates failed to make explicit 
use of the source which should provide a fertile starting point. Others waded into the question as a standard 
recall question. A considerable number achieved level 3 but not the top mark for the same reason as the (c) 
question - the failure to explicitly show how the factors combined to produce the outcome. Once again this can 
be done as the answer moves from one factor to the next and/or in the conclusion. 



Answer booklet: 
• Indicate which question you are answering (you can 

start with 5 OR 9) 
• Answer a) on the right page, b), c) and d). 



Grade / mark boundaries 

% Marks per Question Marks per paper 

A* 90+ 23 marks /  45 marks overall 

A 80-89 20 marks 40 marks overall 

B 70-79 18 marks 35 marks overall 

C 60-69 15 marks 30 marks overall 

D 50-59 13 marks 25 marks overall 

E 40-49 10 marks 20 marks overall 

F 30-39 8 marks 15 marks overall 

G 20-29 5 marks 10 marks overall 

U 19 or less Less than 5 9 marks or less overall 



*  Read the questions carefully. 
*  Breath! 
*  Don’t panic! 
*  Have a guess if you aren’t sure. 
*  Don’t leave any questions blank 
 – every mark can count! 

Last Minute Tips: 



Good Luck from all of us!   
We believe in you, are proud of 
you and know you can do this! 


