
Analysing language: the A*- C way! 
 

What is the writer’s 
purpose? Evidence What does the word make 

you think of? 
Why does it have that 

effect? 
 

- The writer is trying to… 
- The writer creates the 
impression that… 
- It seems… 
- The purpose… 
- The word… 
 

 
Remember, if you 
can integrate 
your “quote” in to 
a sentence, it’s 
top marks! 
 

 
- This has connotations of… 
- The reader may think… 
- This suggests… 
- This implies… 
 

 
- This creates the effect… 
- This is (insert effect here) 
because…  

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 



 
 
 

 
Band 1 

9-10 

 
Wide ranging discussion of language with some high quality comments that add meaning and 
associations to words in both parts of the question, and demonstrate the writer's reasons for 
using them. May group examples to demonstrate overview of meaning/inference/attitude. 
Tackles images with some precision and imagination. There is clear understanding of how 
language works. 
 

Band 2 7-8 
 
Reference is made to a number of words and phrases, and some explanations are given and 
effects identified in both parts of the question. Images are recognised as such and the response 
goes some way to justify them. There is some understanding of how language works. 
 

Band 3 5-6 

 
A satisfactory attempt is made to identify appropriate words and phrases. Responses mostly 
give meanings of words and any attempt to suggest and explain effects is weak. One half of the 
question may be better answered than the other. Responses may identify linguistic devices but 
not explain why they are used. Explanations are basic or in very general terms (or may be 
virtually ignored). 
 

Band 4 3-4 
 
Responses provide a mixture of appropriate words and words that communicate less well. 
Explanations are only partially effective and occasionally repeat the language of the original, or 
comments are very general and do not refer to specific words. 
 

Band 5 1-2 
 
The choice of words is partly relevant, sparse or sometimes unrelated to the passage. While 
the question has been understood, the response does little more than offer a few words and 
make very slight, generalised comments. The answer is very thin. 
 

Band 6 0 
 
Answers do not fit the question. Inappropriate words and phrases are chosen. 
 

 
 



Passage A “An Evil Cradling” by Brian Keenan 
 
Brian Keenan was kidnapped one morning on his way to work. He was a lecturer in a university in Beirut. It was four and a half years 
before he was released. In the extract he describes his prison cell. 
 

 
 

2 Re-read the descriptions of: 
 (a) The cell in paragraph 2 
 (b) Brian’s state of mind in paragraph 3 
Select words and phrases from these descriptions, and explain how the writer has created effects by using this language. 
 

 
Paragraph 2: 
 

The cell was six feet long and four feet wide. I could stand up and touch those walls with my outstretched hands and walk those six feet 

in no more than four paces.  On the floor was a foam mattress.  With the mattress laid out I had a pacing stage of little more than a foot’s 

width. In one corner there was a bottle of water which I replenished daily when I went to the toilet, and in another corner was a bottle for 

urine, which I took with me to empty.  There was also a plastic cup in which I kept a much abused and broken toothbrush.  On the 

mattress was an old, ragged, filthy cover. It had originally been a curtain. There was one blanket which I never used, due to the heat, filth 

and the heavy smell, stale and almost putrid, of the last person who had slept there.  The cell had no windows.  A steel door was 

padlocked every day, sounding like a thump on the head to remind me where I was.  

 
 Paragraph 3: 
 
At the head of the mattress I kept my briefcase with my school textbooks. Behind the briefcase I hid my shoes. I was forever afraid that I 

would lose those shoes.  If I did, I felt it would be a sure sign that I would never leave that cell. I was insistent that they should not have 

them. The had taken everything else by now, but the shoes I guarded with vicious determination. The foolish things one clings to! A pair 

of cheap shoes off a street trader’s stall! Since the day they had given me Time and Newsweek I also treasured these magazines. Initially 

to read, reread and look at the pictures and read again. But later they served a more needy purpose.  

 


