
 

Year 7 Catch-up Premium for  
Literacy and Numeracy 
 
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister has made a commitment to provide additional 
funding for every Year 7 student in the Academy who did not reach a level 4 during the SATs 
tests in reading and/or maths at Key Stage 2 in May 2013 (our current Year 8 students). The 
same level of commitment has been made for the current cohort of Year 7 students who 
took the SATs tests in May 2014.  
 
The additional funding the Academy will receive for the Catch-up Programme will be an 
additional premium of £500 for each student who did not reach Level 4 in reading and/or 
maths and if a student has not reached Level 4 in both subjects there is a ceiling of £500 for 
the student.  We have spent, and will continue to spend, the additional premium in a variety 
of ways which includes providing additional teaching resource materials and paying salaries 
for additional teaching and non-teaching staff to support students in small intervention 
groups. 
 
Last year’s funding was allocated to providing additional teaching materials and classroom 
resources whilst the bulk of this year’s spend will be to provide small group and one-to-one 
support in the classroom for literacy, reading and maths activities over the coming year.   
Additionally, from January 2015, the Academy’s main budget has been allocated to support 
the funding of a dedicated Primary School specialist teacher who will work exclusively with 
the lowest sets which have the most need in terms of “catch-up”.  Furthermore, there is the 
intention to use remaining funding from last year and couple it with expected funding, 
based on numbers who did not achieve the Level 4 targets in 2014, to provide a full time 
Teaching Assistant to work as a support worker, alongside and at the direction of the 
primary trained teacher, in an exclusive capacity with small groups.  It is expected that this 
Teaching Assistant will be in addition to individual student Learning Support Assistants who 
work with students who have various educational needs and difficulties in the classes. 
 
The two tables, shown below, give details of the breakdown figures of the students who 
have been identified who did not reach a Level 4 in either English (Reading Comprehension) 
or Maths. The last column in both tables shows the number of students who did not achieve 
a level 4 in both English and Maths. 
 

TEST RESULTS  TEST RESULTS 

2013-2014 cohort (current Y8)  2014-2015 cohort (current Y7) 

Level & 
Fine 

Grade 

Students not 
achieving English 

only 

Students not 
achieving Maths 

only 

Students not 
achieving BOTH 
English & Maths 

 Level & 
Fine 

Grade 

Students not 
achieving English 

only 

Students not 
achieving Maths 

only 

Students not 
achieving BOTH 
English & Maths 

Number % Number % Number %  Number % Number % Number % 

<4.0 7/131 5% 10/131 7% 10/131 7%  <4.0 12/150 8% 21/150 14% 15/150 10% 

3.7 – 3.9 5/131 4% 7/131 5% 2/131 1.5%  3.7 – 3.9 5/150 3.3% 10/150 6.6% 3/150 2% 

3.4 – 3.6 1/131 1% 3/131 2% 1/131 0.7%  3.4 – 3.6 2/150 1.3% 6/150 4% 3/150 2% 

3.0 – 3.3 1/131 1% -  2/131 1.5%  3.0 – 3.3 4/150 2.6% 5/150 3.3% 3/150 2% 

< 3.0 -  -  0 0  < 3.0 0  0  2/150 1.3% 

N -  -  3/131 3%  N 1/150 0.6% -  2/150 1.3% 

B -  -  1/131 0.7%  B -  -  2/150 1.3% 

A -  -  1/131 0.7%  A -  -  -  

TOTALS 7  10  10   TOTALS 12  21  15  



The tables also show the percentages of the year group who did not achieve Level 4 in Year 
6 at Primary school as well as a detailed breakdown of the “fine grades”. These fine grades 
are included because these are the students whose identified SATs levels lie between Level 
3.7 and Level 3.9 and they could be regarded as an “easy catch-up” because the remedy for 
their particular difficulties may only need a “quick fix” in a small withdrawal group for a 
short and finite period of time. Activities for these students range from boosting students’ 
confidence in enabling them to fully read and understand questions carefully prior to 
tackling the comprehension text, in themselves very useful reading skills for science and the 
humanities, as well as teaching very useful strategies in reading GCSE examination 
questions, to enabling them to be more confident in structuring their planning in 
preparation for factual and fictional writing, as well as honing skills in Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar (SPaG) activities. 
 
Students who have been identified as being lower in the section of the table will have had, 
and will continue to receive much more structured input in similar activities but over a 
longer period of time in smaller classes and withdrawal groups. 
 
Students who have been identified as being weak in maths will have more intensive support 
in becoming confident in tackling the basics, the four rules, the vocabulary associated with 
maths and learning the necessary skills required for life skills or functional maths. A new 
resource, “Big Maths” and associated training for class teachers and the teaching assistant, 
will be purchased and implemented. More basic classroom equipment, similar to that often 
found in primary classrooms will be purchased in order to supplement the equipment 
already in use for students in the lower sets in order to provide scaffolded learning 
experiences for them. 
 

Two-thirds level progress made 
throughout Y7 by “Catch-up” students 
(cohort 2013-14) in English 
(Current Year 8) 

 

Two-thirds level progress made 
throughout Y7 by “Catch-up” students 
(cohort 2013-14) in Maths 
(Current Year 8) 

Starting 
point for 
student 
(KS2 SAT) 

Progress made in English  
Starting 
point for 
student 
(KS2 SAT) 

Progress made in Maths 

Yes No  Yes No 

3a 4 2  3a 8 - 

3b 3 -  3b 1 5 

3c 3 -  3c 2 - 

2a - -  2a - - 

2b 5 -  2b 4 - 

2c - -  2c - - 

N 1 -  N - 1 

 
Although the project is in its infancy, the two tables above illustrate some successes have 
already been achieved with a majority of students in the current Year 8 cohort have made 
2/3 of a level progress; this means that students who had a starting point of Level 3a and 
Level 3b have already progressed through the threshold of Level 4 in both English and maths 
and a few have moved up a set as a result of their increased confidence in their studies. 
Work still needs to continue with the two students who have not made progress in English 
and with the five students who should have progressed through into Level 4.  



 
The next steps in the Catch Up project involve the training of teachers in the Big Maths 
project – this will complement the work that has already started with the Big Writing that is 
in place in Key Stage 3 and is being further embedded in the English Curriculum. 
Incidentally, our Big Writing work follows in from the work that has already been started in 
the feeder primary schools and so the students are already familiar with the vocabulary and 
terminology used in the project. 
 
Further steps, to complement the work already started with the withdrawal “Catch Up” 
groups will be the appointment of a suitably qualified Teaching Assistant to work alongside 
the newly appointed teacher whose role will be to solely work with the lowest English and 
Maths groups in years 7 and 8 as well as to be fully involved in working with the Big Maths 
project, the Literacy programme that is being used and with building confidence in spelling 
activities through the use of “Word Shark” and the “Spelling Made Easy” series. 
 
It is intended to introduce the “Toe by Toe” project for the students in Year 7 and year 8 
using volunteer students from the upper years (able Y11 students and 6th form students 
who can use the experience as part of their work experience requirements). As an incentive, 
the volunteer reading mentors will be given vouchers as a reward for their labours. 
 
Costings for the Catch Up teacher (currently working with small withdrawal groups from 
year 7 and 8 (for five hours per week) and the Teaching Assistant are given below and, 
where necessary, the Pupil Premium funding stream will be used for the eligible students in 
order to part-match fund any shortfall so that the total Catch Up project is kept entirely 
separate from the main delegated budget as far as possible. 
 
Funding details for the projects are as follows:- 
 
 

Total Allocation of Catch-up premium 
for 2013-14 was £13,500 

 

Total Allocation of Catch-up premium 
for 2014-15 is most likely to be £13,000 

Details Income Expenditure Details Income Expenditure 

     Costs Balance 

   Brought forward:- £4524  £4524 

Catch-Up Premium:- £13500  Catch-Up Premium:- £13000  £17524 

   Current Spend:-  
MATERIALS:- 

  
£216 

 
£17308 

Materials and Resources:- 
Total spend: 

  
£8,976 

Intended spend:- 
P/t teacher:- 
Autumn Term (2014) 
Spring Term (2015) 
Summer Term (2015) 
F/t Teaching Assistant: 
Spring Term (2015) 
Summer Term (2015) 
24 “Toe by Toe” books 
8 x Y12 student vouchers 
for Toe by Toe work 

  
 
£930 
£1705 
£1860 
 
£3731 
£6929 
£720 
 
£1360 

 
 
£16378 
£14673 
£12813 
 
£9082 
£2153 
£1433 
 
£73 
 

Carried over into 2014-15   Carried over into 2015-6    

 
 


