
 
Year 6 into 7 Transition at  
All Saints Academy 
 
A number of planned activities for prospective Year 7 students all helps to make a successful 
transition to All Saints Academy. We already have many curriculum links with our local 
primary schools and indeed we have teaching staff who are appointed to teach Music, MFL 
and PE in those schools. We host a number of sporting activities as well as musical and 
dance/drama performances so the primary pupils are very familiar with our staff, facilities 
and our ethos. 
 
Towards the end of the Spring Term, prior to the new academic start, we visit our new 
students in their primary schools, spend time with them and answer their many questions 
about moving to All Saints. The Achievement Leader for Key Stage 3 (KS3) visits the schools 
and meets the Year 6 teachers to learn as much as possible about each child. Our Student 
Services Curriculum Leader sometimes also meets with parents, pupils and professionals 
where transition to secondary school is thought likely to cause particular challenges and the 
Achievement Leader offers an opportunity for parents and their child to meet with him in 
the final term of Year 6 prior to the Transition Days. Selected numbers of young people are 
able to visit the Academy so they can meet the staff who will work with them to assist with 
their learning needs. 
 
Following these visits, the Achievement Leader uses the information to divide the students 
into six Tutor Groups with respect to gender and individual need. It is our experience that 
students settle quickly into their new Tutor Groups and they soon add new friends to their 
circle, although we may keep groups of friends together where it is important for the 
confidence and social development of certain individuals to be maintained and developed. 
The cohort is also divided into two teaching bands according to a child’s ability.  
 
The composition of the teaching bands is based upon the prior data received from the 
Primary School as well as the results of the reading, spelling and cognitive ability tests that 
are given before the student starts in September. The curriculum in KS3 is not that much 
different from the learning experiences in the Primary School. Students will still study a 
curriculum comprised of the three core subjects of English, Maths and Science; the 
humanities subjects of Geography, History and Religious Studies; Computing; PE; and the 
Creating and Designing subjects of Art, Dance, Drama, Food Technology, Media and Music 
are taught in rotation over the two year period in KS3. 
 
Over the years we have developed close curricular liaison with our feeder Primary Schools. 
All Saints Academy staff regularly meet and work with primary colleagues in a variety of 
ways as we believe it is vital to understand and build on the work of Primary Schools in 
giving the children the benefits of continuity.  We host liaison meetings for literacy and 
children from our main feeder Primary Schools come to visit us to use the ICT & PE facilities, 
partake in the Christmas concert and to see the annual production. 
  
In March, once the Admissions Team at Central Bedfordshire Council confirm that places 
have been offered, parents and children are invited to All Saints to a Cheese and Wine 
Evening in the Spring Term to receive a presentation on expectations and to meet Form 
Tutors, the Achievement Leader and to share information with other staff such as the 
Students Services Curriculum Area, if appropriate.  



The final stages in our Transition arrangements take place at the Academy over a four day 
period at the beginning of July; these arrangements are quite different to the other local 
secondary schools but over the past few years we have found the extra days we give to be 
very beneficial to the new students because they “hit the ground running” in September 
and very quickly “find their feet” as well as their way around the Academy building because 
they’ve already spent nearly a week with us in relatively sheltered situations.  On these 
Transition Days, the new students meet the other students in their new Tutor Group, spend 
all of their time with their Form Tutor, sample some taster lessons and work on 
collaborative projects, and generally get the 'feel' of their new Academy before they arrive 
in September. 
 
A complete week in late August is devoted to a Summer Camp which has been traditionally 
well attended by our future intake of students. This exciting week gives students access to 
numerous activities aimed to improve their confidence and knowledge, and allows children 
to get to know a number of their peers, as well as staff, in a less formal setting. 
 
On their arrival in September, students quickly adapt to All Saints Academy’s procedures 
and everyday expectations. The specialist Year 7 tutor team supports and guides students in 
their new school by helping them to settle quickly. At the end of each of the three major 
terms, the Academy hosts a Year 7 Showcase Evening where Year 7 students’ work is 
proudly displayed by all Curriculum Areas and short presentations are given by the students 
in subjects ranging from Gymnastics and Dance displays, as well as Science, Humanities, 
Maths, English and Computing presentations.   
 
At All Saints, we are renowned for our high quality of pastoral care given to all students. The 
Form Tutors monitor their tutees, meeting them twice daily during registration. We collect 
data on our students every six weeks as part of our assessment process which is used to 
monitor students’ progress.  
 
A progress report is sent home at the end of each half term and students have opportunities 
to monitor their own progress in their Homework Diaries as part of the Tutor Achievement 
monitoring process. A Parents’ Consultation Evening is held in January in order to reflect on 
individual student’s progress in the Academy over the first term and to set targets for the 
rest of the academic year. An annual written report is sent home in the Summer Term and 
this report is used to plan ahead to the transfer of students into Year 8. 
 
A team of Year 12 mentors is available to support Year 7 Form Tutors where needed and 
they work with the Year 7 students who need catch-up opportunities in Literacy by 
delivering the ‘Toe by Toe’ literacy support programme. To mark and encourage positive 
attitudes and individual achievement students are awarded Vivos. Students are also 
rewarded for their attendance and certificates are presented for this during each end of 
term year assembly. 
 
As with other year groups, Year 7 students are encouraged to take part in extra-curricular 
activities such as sports team practices and games, educational visits, Academy concerts and 
productions. 
 
The Prospectus is available on our website and is updated for our annual Year 6 into 7 Open 
Evening in September.  It is worth noting that we have been over-subscribed in previous 
years and early applications are encouraged. 


