
** Important for 2mark questions 
which usually ask you to explain the 
meaning of a key word. You need to 
know all of these!! 

Unit 6 Conflict 

 revision  

Key term/word bank  

War: A large scale violent conflict 

Just war: A war that the Christian Churches define 
as acceptable. It must fit the criteria first developed by St Thomas Aquinas and 
the Catholic Church.  

Pacifism: The belief that any form of violence or war is unacceptable.  

Terrorism: When groups or individuals use violence or the threat of violence to 
achieve their aims. The violence is often indiscriminate to create maximum 
fear.  

Nuclear War: A war in which the participants use 
nuclear weapons.  

Nuclear proliferation: the increase in the number of 
states that have the potential to use nuclear weapons.  

Crime: Breaking the law. 

Retribution: to ‘get your own back’ on the criminal. Based on the Old 
Testament teaching of ‘an eye for an eye’. An aim of punishment aimed at 
being proportionate to the offence committed.  

Reform: to change someone’s behaviour for the better. An aim of punishment.  

Deterrence: to put people off committing crimes. An aim of punishment.  

Protection: to stop the criminal hurting anyone in society. An aim punishment. 

Capital punishment: form of punishment in which a prisoner is put to death for 
their crime.   
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Key bible quotes for this unit.  

 

 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
the sons of God 

Matthew 5 

Human life is sacred  

Job 12 

Those who live by the sword will die by the sword 

Matthew 26 

An eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth 

Exodus 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** You need to be able to remember 
some bible quotes for this unit and be 
able to explain what they mean!!!! 

Write a list of the words on a piece of paper and attempt to write the 
definitions without peeking!!! See how many you have correct. Do it again 
and again= practice makes perfect.  

Cover up the bible quotes, can you remember any? If not, uncover them. 
Time yourself, 2mins to take in as many as you can. Now cover them up, 
what can you remember? What do they mean? The more you do this, the 
more you will remember.  

Good luck  
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What causes war? 

• Defend beliefs, religion or way of life 
• Defend a country against attack. 
• Protect a weaker country. 
• Gain more land or wealth. 
• To stop atrocities such as mass murder 

You need to be able to explain what the Just War theory is and the criteria.  

Just war: A war that the Christian Churches define as acceptable. It must fit the criteria first 
developed by St Thomas Aquinas and the Catholic Church 



Pacifism is the belief that violence and war is always 
wrong. 

Pacifists believe international disputes can and should be 
peacefully resolved, and many to oppose the use of 
violence, or even force, in any circumstance.  

Pacifists will often work to improve society and remove 
the causes of war - injustice, exploitation, the repression 
of minorities  

A conscientious objector is a person WHO refuses to 
serve in the armed forces on grounds of conscience.   

 

 

Types of pacifism: 

• Violence only allowed in personal defence, not warfare. 
• Neutrality- refusing to get involved in conflict. (Jehovahs 

witnesses) 
• Non-violence- rejecting all violence! (The Quakers- during the first 

world war refused to join the army) 
• Non-combatancy- refusing to get involved in military combat  

 
 

Both Gandhi & Martin Luther King were great believers  
of pacifism. Their pacifism did not mean do nothing 

against suffering, but direct non-violent action against 
injustice. 

Both succeeded in their aims. India was granted 
independence from Britain & black Americans were now 

treated as equal citizens.  
They chose to protest without using violence. 

 
  

Exam question practice 

‘A Christian should always be a pacifist’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer showing you 
have thought of more than one point of view.  



For pacifism:  

• ‘Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called Sons of God’ 
• ‘Turn the other cheek’ 
• ‘Those who live by the sword die by the sword’ 

Against pacifism:  

• Jesus was not afraid to use force. 
• Violence is sometimes the only way to stop a violent and cruel ruler. 
• An eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth’ 

Terrorism is when groups or individuals use violence, or the threat of violence, to achieve 
their aims. The violence is indiscriminate to create maximum fear.   

 

Usually acts are: 

• Violent 
• Carried out for some ideological or 

political goal. 
• Target civilians 
• Intended to create fear 

 

Why? 

• A grievance- a sense of not having a political influence.  
• Political social or economic equality. 
• High unemployment  
• Religious extremism 
• Ethnic conflict 

Christian responses to terrorism 

Mostly oppose it  

Terrorism: 

• Prevents reconciliation between different peoples. 
• Aggravates problems and tension.  
• Leads to suffering and harm. 

 
Exam practice 

‘Terrorism is never the right thing to do’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer 
showing you have thought of more than one point of view 



Nuclear war 
 
The atom bomb 
 
In 1945 America dropped two atomic bombs over Japan. 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Over 140,000 people were killed instantly. Many more were 
horrifically injured.  
 
Pregnant women gave birth to 
deformed babies. Many people 
developed cancers as a result of the 
radiation they were exposed to. In the 
decades after, many more continued 
to die of related illnesses. 
 
Today’s nuclear weapons are far more 
powerful than these two bombs. 
 
The arms race 

After ww2 many countries became nuclear powers (they had nuclear weapon). Many 
Christians are opposed to the arms race because if there was a nuclear war the destruction 
would be horrific: 

• Instant blindness to anyone who sees the flash 
• Incineration of the area surrounding the bomb site 
• Hundred mile and hour winds would flatten everything over a huge area around 

the bomb 
• Radioactivity because of the bomb would contaminate everything for hundreds 

of miles.  
• Anyone who survived would have a slow death because of the radiation.  

 

Nuclear proliferation 

The increase in countries which have nuclear weapons, this makes the world a more 
dangerous place.  

Christian responses to nuclear weapons 

Most Christians oppose the mass destructive power of nuclear weapons and its impact on civilians. 
Some argue that a Just war can never be fought with nuclear weapons because they could never be 
used in a proportionate way.  



The deterrence argument 

During the Cold war both the Soviet Union and USA had nuclear weapons but there was a 
belief called Mutually Agreed Destruction (MAD). As long as both sides felt using a nuclear 
weapon would destroy both countries they would never use them. The presence of nuclear 
weapons deterred each other from using them.  

Christian response  

Some Christians think that this argument is acceptable as long as it is a step towards 
disarmament.  

Nuclear disarmament 

CND- Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament have worked towards this since the 1950’s.  

The Catholic Church has called for all nuclear weapons to be destroyed.  

Other Christians have said all countries should get rid of their weapons and not worry about 
who goes first.  

The Church of England has said that keeping nuclear weapons as a defensive option 
encourages proliferation.  
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Crime is breaking the law. 

Causes of crime: 

• Economic reasons- lack of money, lack of 
education.  

• Social environment- drugs, no services, 
gang culture 

• Family reasons- dysfunctional family, 
abuse, violence.  

Effects of crime 

• Costs lives 
• Medical costs 
• Victim could experience depression anxiety etc. 
• fear of crime 
• large costs of housing criminals 

Christian response to crime 

• Love your neighbour as you love yourself- therefore you should not commit a 
crime that will affect someone else 

• Do not lie (one of the commandments) 
• Blessed are the pure in heart 
• Do not kill (one of the commandments) 

Aims of punishment 

1. Retribution: to ‘get your own back’ on the criminal. Based 
on the Old Testament teaching of ‘an eye for an eye’.  

2. Reform: to change someone’s behaviour for the better.  
3. Deterrence: to put people off committing crimes.  
4. Protection: to stop the criminal hurting anyone in society. 

 

Christian responses   

• Retribution ‘An eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth’ 
• Reform Christians hope that by God’s grace a criminal will be able to change 

their ways 
• Deterrence A biblical idea ‘if you do wrong then be afraid’ 
• Protection We should protect our neighbours just as we should love them 

Forgiveness is also important ‘Forgive not 7 times but 70x7 times’ 
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Method of punishment 

 
For 

 
Against 

 
 
Imprisonment 

• Protects society 
• Stops them 

committing more 
crimes.  

• Prisons are 
overcrowded  

• Most reoffend 
• crime levels still high 
• criminals learn more 

about crime 

 
 
Fines 

 
• Is a deterrent  
• money can be used to 

help victims 

 
• not a deterrent if rich 
• for the poor money 

could be taken from kids.  

 
 
Probation 

 
• chance to start again 
• offender receives 

support  

 
• could harm again 

 

 
 
Community service  

 
• community gains  
• more effective for lesser 

crimes 
• opportunity to do 

something productive  

 
• Soft option and doesn’t 

cause offender much 
discomfort. 

• Nothing to fear so no 
deterrent.  

 

The death penalty (capital punishment) 

    For  Against  
Permanently removes the worst criminals  Can be very painful  
Cheaper than incarcerating the criminal for 
life 

Terrible trauma for friends and family of the 
criminal 

Retribution for life  There are alternatives 
Eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth Could execute the wrong people 
Most serious criminals only understand 
violence  

Some have a countries with the death 
penalty have a higher rate of murder so it 
does not deter  

If you murder someone you have given up 
your human rights and deserve to die.  

 

Christian responses 

1. The death penalty ignores the sanctity of life 
2. ‘Do not kill’ 
3. ‘Love your neighbour’ 
4. Death penalty brutalises society 
5. Its suitable in rare cases 
6. God has authorised the death penalty (In the Bible)  



 


