
** Important for 2mark questions 
which usually ask you to explain the 
meaning of a key word. You need to 
know all of these!! 

 Unit 5 Global Concerns
 Revision Guide 

Key term/word bank  

Stewardship: the belief that believers have a duty to 
look after the environment on behalf of God.  

Pollution: the contamination of something, especially the environment. 

Natural resources: the resources that are part of the environment 
e.g. water, minerals, and which are used and often abused by 
humans.  

Natural habitats: the places where species of plants or animals live 
in the world.  

Climate change: the changes to the climate, believed by some scientists to be irreparably damaging, 
that have been caused by human lifestyles.  

Recycling: reusing materials, e.g. paper, plastic, and in the interests of environment conservation. 

Earth summits: meetings of international leaders aimed at reaching an agreement that will reduce 
environmental pollution and climate change.  

Justice: bringing about what is right and fair, according to the law or making up a wrong that has 
been committed.  

LEDC (Less economically developed countries): a phrase used in place ‘Third World country’ or 
‘developing nation’.  

World poverty: the idea that the majority of the world’s population actually live in conditions of 
extreme poverty or hardship.  

Charity: voluntarily giving help, such as money to those in need or an organisation set up to help 
those in need or Christian love for the needy.  

Aid: to help or assist people in need using practical assistance and gifts.  

CAFOD (Catholic Agency For Overseas Development) charity established by the Bishops of England 
and Wales to bring aid to LEDCs.  

Emergency aid: Short term aid, help given to communities in time of disaster or crises.  

Long- term aid: helping people to help themselves by providing the tools, education and funding for 
projects.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=world&hl=en&biw=1093&bih=514&tbm=isch&tbnid=9CWI_9Ui9Qld8M:&imgrefurl=http://openclipart.org/detail/134599&docid=2bwUXdaGtqCsxM&imgurl=http://openclipart.org/people/eady/one-world-many-stories.svg&w=5725&h=4729&ei=Zvk0UdXWBKSi0QX75YCgDA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:31,s:0,i:238&iact=rc&dur=1000&sig=104401611736406091255&page=3&tbnh=185&tbnw=224&start=20&ndsp=13&tx=170&ty=77


Key bible quotes for this unit.  

 

Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 
the sea and birds in the air, over the livestock, over all 
the earth. 
Genesis 1:26 

 
The poor are blessed and the kingdom of heaven is 
theirs 
Luke 6 
 
You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. 
You have fattened yourself in the day of slaughter 
James 5 
 

Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** You need to be able to remember 
some bible quotes for this unit and be 
able to explain what they mean!!!! 

Write a list of the words on a piece of paper and attempt to write the 
definitions without peeking!!! See how many you have correct. Do it again 
and again= practice makes perfect.  

Cover up the bible quotes, can you remember any? If not, uncover them. 
Time yourself, 2mins to take in as many as you can. Now cover them up, 
what can you remember? What do they mean? The more you do this, the 
more you will remember.  

Good luck  
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You have to be able to 
explain why a Christian 
would believe that the 
world should be cared for 
and treated with respect!  

KEY POINTS 

God created the world, and he owns it. Christians should treat it with respect by being a good 
steward. This could involve:  

• Loving the neighbours of the future (taking care of the environment for our children 
and children’s children.)  

• Sharing natural resources 
• Campaigning to protect the environment 



Pollution Destruction of 
natural habitats 

Use and abuse of 
natural resources 

Climate change 

Contamination of 
the environment 

Places where plants 
and animals live 
destroyed 

Abuse of resources 
that are part of the 
environment 

Long term change in 
the average 
weather including 
increase in 
temperature 

Car exhaust fumes Deforestation Over packaging  
Pollution 

Power plants Natural landscapes 
lost 

Trees cut down for 
paper etc. 

Destruction of 
natural habitats 

Factories Soil erosion and 
landslides because 
deforested areas 
lose soil etc. 

Wasted water Use and abuse of 
natural resources 

Nuclear waste Plants and wildlife 
destroyed 

Oil over used  

Greenhouse gases Less carbon dioxide 
removed because 
‘trees are the lungs 
of the earth’ and 
greenhouse gases 
increased which 
warms the earth. 
Leads to climate 
change. 

Coal over used  

 

You must know the key terms, their definitions and be able to give examples of each type of 

Environmental problem.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change- the long term change in average 
weather, including the increase in average 
temperature, rainfall and wind patterns.  

 

This is leading to the polar ice caps melting and a 
rise in sea levels.  

Serious consequences for agriculture, forestry, ecosystems, water resources, settlements and society 

• Crop yields will be reduced 
• Deaths among the elderly and sick will increase due to hotter days 
• Those without appropriate housing have a worse quality of life  
• Water shortages, flooding and wildfires.  
• Poorer parts of the world will be hit harder by the effects of climate change as they cannot protect 

themselves.  
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Individual and community responses to climate change  

 

Individual responses 

Recycling and reducing unnecessary packaging 

Stop using plastic bags 

Use less paper, cardboard metal etc 

Loft and Wall insulation 

Turn off taps 

Turn off lights 

Don’t leave things on standby 

Energy efficient light bulbs 

 

Community responses 

Make less car journeys 

Use the bus or cycle 

Try not to use planes 

By local goods 

 

 



 National responses to climate change and environmental problems 

The Stern report  

Lord Sterns 2005 reviews into climate change.  

Published in 2006 it concluded:  

 • Climate change was real 

 • Human activity was contributing to it 

 • The world should spend one per cent of global gross domestic product to avoid worse 

effects of climate change 

 • There will be dramatic world economic hardship if the world fails to do this.  

UK Government policies 

The UK Government is working to reduce carbon emissions for example: 

 • finding non-carbon producing alternatives for electricity generation including renewable and 

nuclear power 

 • increasing building regulations so that homes have insulation  

 • supporting the development for new, greener car fuels.  

 • encouraging energy  conservation and recycling  

 

International responses- Earth summits  

1992 Earth Summit Rio de Janeiro  

United Nations conference tried to rethink economic development and find ways to halt the 

destruction of natural habitats, pollution of the planet and limit the use of natural 

resources.  

1997 Kyoto project 

International convention on Climate change which aims to reduce greenhouse gases by 5per 

cent, to try to stop climate change reaching dangerous levels. 



 

Christian responses to 
environmental problems  
 

Natural resources should not be wasted- 
they are part of God’s creation.  

The Bible criticises those who over indulge (use to much) ‘you have lived on earth in luxury 
and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter’ James 5:5.  

The Earth charter   

One way in which Christians have responded to environmental concerns is through the 
Earth Charter Movement. The Earth Charter is supported by over 2500 organisations. 

It states we should: 

• Respect Earth and life in all its diversity.  
• Care for the community of life. 
• Prevent harm to the Earth 
• Protect and restore the Earths ecosystems 
• Eradicate poverty etc. 

Some evangelical Christians believe… 

Environmental catastrophes are part of Gods plans. At the end of the world Christians 
should prepare for the second coming of Jesus and the final judgement at the end of the 
world (from the Book of Apocalypse) 

Some see the environmental problems as Gods punishment for the sins of humanity, just as 
the Earth was flooded in the time of Noah’s ark.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The parable of the sheep and the goats 

 

Christians believe we should take action to help others (like the 
sheep in the parable). 

• Loving your neighbour is essential to be Christian 
• Love for Jesus can be shown through love and respect for 

others 
• Human beings have a responsibility to care for the needy and 

the world 

To show this respect and care Christians could: 

• Visit and look after the sick, needy, poor or prisoners 
• Provide for those who are hungry or thirsty 
• Caring for strangers  
• Clothing and respecting those who have lost everything  

 

  



  Differences between the rich and the poor 

 
Food 

Cheap and easy to come 
by.  
Overeating causes health 
problems  

Food is difficult to come 
by and expensive.  
Malnutrition is common 
leading to disease.  

 
Water 

Water is taken for 
granted.  
Even in times of shortage 
water is available by tap.  
People are frustrated if 
they cannot water their 
flowerbeds using a hose.  

1.2 billion do not have 
drinking water. 
Millions carry water for 
miles to drink.  
2.6million do not have 
access to sanitation 
2million child deaths per 
year 

 
Education 

Free 
All have access 

855million people cannot 
read or write  
73million people receive 
no primary education  

 
Health 

Less than 5/1000 children 
die before their first 
birthday.  
Free hospitals and 
doctors 
Drugs are subsided or 
free 

India- 15/1000 children 
die before their first 
birthday  
Poor hospital provisions 
Drugs must be paid for 
and most cannot afford it 

 
Work 

More people have jobs, 
jobs usually have higher 
income.  
Working conditions are 
monitored to keep them 
safe 
Financial support for 
unemployed.  

Many people have low 
paid and low skilled jobs 
with few opportunities.  
People work long hours in 
unsafe conditions.  
Little or no support for 
unemployed.  



Causes of poverty 

  
Christian responses to the poor overseas 

Christians will pray for those in need but also feel they should take action.  

They will also campaign against poverty. 

Human causes  Natural causes  Definition  

Environmental problems  Environmental problems Frequent natural disasters,  
droughts destroy crops etc  
Could be as a result of human pollution  

Healthcare  Lack of healthcare means child deaths  
are high, preventable  
diseases go untreated  

Conflict  Wars take resources away from the  
people that need them, homes destroyed etc 

Bad government  Corruption and mismanagement  
equal bad decisions 

 HIV AIDS Huge numbers suffer and die  

Debt  Poor countries borrow lots of money 
 large sums of money  

Trade barriers  Unfair trade rules benefit richer countries  
and mean poor countries cannot 
 compete or sell their produce to  
richer countries  

Greed in MEDCs  The richer get richer and poorer get poorer 



 

Christians believe in Fair trade- a method of trade which the producer receives fair payment 

for his product  

There are four main Christian charities dedicated to supporting the poorest and most 

disadvantaged people throughout the world:  

 • Christian Aid 

 • CAFOD 

 • Tearfund  

 • Trocaire  

These groups raise awareness and offer long and short-term aid to poorer countries.  


