
** Important for 2mark questions 
which usually ask you to explain the 
meaning of a key word. You need to 
know all of these!! 

Unit 4 Social responsibility 

 revision  

Key term/word bank  

Marriage- a legal union between a man and a woman  

Marriage ceremony- the ceremony in which a man and a woman marry.  

Vows -Solemn promises in the wedding ceremony 
between husband and wife. 

Sacrament - A religious ceremony which Christians 
come to know God better 

Civil marriage ceremony- A short ceremony that does not include reference to 
God 

Cohabitation- a couple living together and having a sexual relationship without 
being married 

Civil partnership- the legal registration and recognition of a 
same sex partnership 

Marital breakdown- when a husband and wife no longer get on 
with each other and the marriage begins to fail leading to 
separation or divorce 

Divorce- the legal ending of a marriage 

Remarriage- when people who have been married before marry again.  

Prejudice- unfairly judging someone before knowing the facts, holding biased 
views about an individual group.  

Discrimination- to act against someone on the basis of race, sex, religion etc 

 



Key bible quotes for this unit.  

 

Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate. 

Mark 10 

You are all one in Christ Jesus 

Galatians 3  

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Luke 10 

Honour your father and your mother 

Exodus 20:12 

‘For God shows no partiality’ 

Romans  

‘So God created man in his own image’ 

Genesis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** You need to be able to remember 
some bible quotes for this unit and be 
able to explain what they mean!!!! 

Write a list of the words on a piece of paper and attempt to write the 
definitions without peeking!!! See how many you have correct. Do it again 
and again= practice makes perfect.  

Cover up the bible quotes, can you remember any? If not, uncover them. 
Time yourself, 2mins to take in as many as you can. Now cover them up, 
what can you remember? What do they mean? The more you do this, the 
more you will remember.  

Good luck  
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P – Procreation; men and women were created 
to have children. 

U – Union; a loving partnership of living 
together. 

R – Rearing children; 
channel for nurture and 
security. 

P – Promise, to each other 
and to God 

O – One flesh; sexual 
intimacy as an expression of love. 

S – Sacred; blesses by God. 

E – Endless; a lifelong and faithful relationship 
  

Further information on Christian marriage 

All Christians believe that marriage is very important and that is for life. Many Christians believe that 
two separate people become one flesh in marriage. They believe that marriage reflects the union 
that Jesus Christ has with his followers the church. Roman Catholics believe that marriage is a 
sacrament (a sacred ceremony) it is sacred /it cannot be dissolved. Christians believe that marriage is 
a precious gift from God. They see marriage as a special covenant (promise) between two people 
and God. The promise is that they will be together until death. Rings are exchanged as a symbol of 
the union. Some Christians believe Christians should only marry other Christians because this is what 
it says in the bible 



“…a man shall leave his father and his mother, 
and be made one with his wife; and the two shall 
become one flesh …..what God has joined 
together man must not separate” Mark 10 

In Genesis we are told that Eve was created out of 
Adam’s rib to be a suitable helper for Adam. They 
became one flesh. Sex is seen as the glue that 
joins the two together. Most Christians do not 

agree with sex before marriage. The white dress is a symbol of the woman’s purity. 

The Marriage vows 

I take you to be my wedded husband (or wife) 

To have and to hold 

From this day forward 

For better for worse 

For richer for poorer 

In sickness and in health 

To love and to cherish 

Till death us do part 

According to God’s holy law 

This is my solemn promise 

 

Both partners make this promise. Then rings are exchanged. They say 

‘With this ring I marry you, With my body I honour you and I share with you all my worldly goods’ 

The couple also promise to love, comfort, honour and keep themselves for one another. (stay 
faithful) Some Christian brides promise to obey their husbands. The vicar will say 

“Those who God has joined together no man should separate”. 

  

You need to be able to 
explain what the vows 
mean!!  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

When a couple lives 
together and has a 
sexual relationship 
without being 
married.  

It is a living sin because sex is only 
for marriage. ‘The sexual act must 
take place exclusively in a marriage; 
outside a marriage is a living sin’ 
Catechism 2390 (Catholic Church) 

Cohabiting couples should have 
their relationships protected but 
marriage is best (Church of 
England) 

You need to know the Christian views on cohabitation, for 6mark questions.  

Example 6marks ‘Christians should not agree with cohabitation’ Do you agree? Show reasons for your 
answer.  

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

They are a threat to Christian 
marriage, which is based on the 
natural order, marriage between a 
man and woman. (Catholic church).  

Civil partnerships cannot have a 
Christian blessing. (Church of 
England) 

Legal registration and recognition 
of same sex partnerships giving 
gay and lesbian people the same 
legal protection that married 
couples have. 

Civil partnerships are just as Christian as marriage. 
God cares about all relationships equally.  

You need to know the definition 
of civil partnership and once 
again differing Christian views.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Divorce and remarriage are wrong. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that 
civil divorce does not dissolve a marriage. Therefore remarriage is adultery 
and a sin.  

‘What God has joined let no man separate. Any man who divorces his wife 
and marries another woman commits adultery against her’ Mark 10 

The Catholic Church allows annulment which recognises marriage was not properley valid at the time the vows 
were made prehaps because someone was forced in to marriage, or where they did not intend to have children 
or where one is no longer showing love for the other.  

Divorce is possible and in exceptional circumstances so is remarriage.  

The Church of England believes that although marriage is for life sadly some 
marriages do fail and sometimes divorce is the lesser of two evils. In 
exceptional circumstances, the Church of England accepts a divorced person 
to marry again although not all priests are happy to do this.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Divorce and remarriage are recognised and accepted unless inappropriate.  

Some Christians take a more flexible approach. For example the Methodist 
Church is usually willing to marry people who have divorced, while their 
previous spouse is still alive as long as there are no major reasons not to.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure that you 
can confidently 
explain why a 
marriage might 
breakdown AND 
how churches help 
couples.  

Example questions: 

Outline some of the reasons marriages fail (4marks) 

Describe Christian views on divorce (6marks) 

Describe Christian views on remarriage (6marks) 



Christian teachings about respect, prejudice and discrimination  

  ‘Honour your father and you mother so that you may live long in the land the 
Lord your God has given you’ Exodus 20 

  ‘Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere 
God’ Leviticus 19 

              ‘There are no males or females; for you are all one in Christ Jesus’ Galatians 
  ‘Listen to your father, who gave you life and do not despise your mother 

when she is old’ Proverbs 23 
  Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  

Colossians 3:20 
  ‘All are the children of God, so all must be treated equally’ John 
  “Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God” Micah 
 ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself’ (The parable of the good Samaritan) 

Make sure you can outline Christian responses to prejudice and discrimination.  

In the case of: 

  Racism 

  Sexism 

  Prejudice because of disability 

 

Christians who have acted against prejudice and discrimination  

Martin Luther King 

An American clergy man and civil rights activist, fought for the 
rights of black Americans without using violence.  

Martin Luther King was a Christian who believed that ‘God made 
man in his image’ we were all made like God and so should be 
treated equally. And that we are ‘All are the children of God, so 
all must be treated equally’. 

Martin Luther King dedicated his life to fighting for the rights of 
Black Americans.  
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

A South African Church minister he fought against the 
apartheid. Apartheid was a system of racial segregation 
that meant black people were treated as second class 
citizens.  

Desmond Tutu campaigned against this putting 
pressure on the government to change things and 
organising massive peaceful demonstrations (much like 
MLK). 

 

 

 


