
How the Nazis 
Consolidated their Power 

 

 
 

The Police State 

LO: To 

understand 

and explain 

how Hitler and 

the Nazis 

consolidated 

their power 

GLOSSARY: Consolidate means to combine into one body or system 



STARTER: 

This is an 

example of Nazi 

Propaganda. 

List 3 
conclusions 

that could be 

made about 

this image 



Very quickly, Hitler placed his party at the heart of 

the government of the country. Key to this was 

setting up an effective police state. 

The regular police – the Ordnungspolizei (ORPO) 

– was put under the control of Himmler who 
already ran the SS (Hitler’s personal body guards). 

In 1933, the Gestapo (Secret State Police) was 

set up. The Gestapo used agents and 

informants to find and arrest anyone hostile to 

the Nazis government. 

Jews, beggars and gypsies were arrested as well as political 

opponents. So many people were imprisoned that special 

concentration camps had to be set up to house them. 

The police state 
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Complete this table on the Nazi police state using your 

consumable version 

The police state 



Concentration camps 
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By 1936, Hitler’s power was absolute. The army were 

pleased that he was building a powerful military and 

setting up a new air force (the Luftwaffe). Big business 

liked the Nazi regime because Hitler had destroyed the 

trade unions, allowing business to improve their profits, 

and given them lucrative arms contracts. 

“…my mother saw a Storm Trooper parade in the 

streets of Heidelburg … the impression of energy in 

an atmosphere of universal hopelessness, seems 

to have won her over…” Albert Speer, 1931. 

People felt better off as Hitler had expanded healthcare, 

social security and state benefits. New motorways were 

built, unemployment was almost wiped out and traffic-free 

city centres were established. 

Conclusion 
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TASKS: 

1. What was the name of the ‘regular 

police force’ in Nazi Germany? 

2. How did the Gestapo differ from the 

regular police? 

3. What is a police state? 

4. What is a concentration camp? 

5. Copy out and complete the grid 

opposite. 

6. List 3 ways in which many ordinary 

Germans felt better off under Nazi rule. 

7. Describe why big business were happy 

with the Nazi running of the economy. 

8. EXTENDED ANSWER: By 1936, 

Hitler’s power was absolute. Explain what 

you think this means. Give 3 examples in 

your answer to illustrate absolute power. 

(Include the following words in your 

answer: Economic, Social, Political 

CAMP SYMBOL PERSECUTED 

GROUP 

BLACK 

SQUARE 

PINK 

TRIANGLE 

GOLD STAR 

GREEN 

SQUARE 

PURPLE 

SQUARE 

RED 

SQUARE 



Plenary 
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