
Unit 1 The right to life 

revision. 

Key term/word bank  

Sanctity of life- The specialness/holiness of life. Life is sacred because it is God 
given.  

Sanctity- Specialness, Sacredness. 

Abortion- The deliberate termination of pregnancy resulting in the death of an 
embryo or foetus through medical procedure.  

Pro-choice- Slogan used for the view that women 
should be able to choose 

Pro-life- Slogan supporting the right to life of the foetus.  

Euthanasia- Killing someone painlessly to relive suffering, 

Quality of life- a measure of fulfilment 

Voluntary euthanasia/assisted suicide- a terminally ill person 
asks to die peacefully with dignity 

Involuntary euthanasia- someone else decides because the 
person in question is unable to for example, they are in a coma.  

Active euthanasia- Taking deliberate action to end life. Example giving a 
person drugs.  

Passive euthanasia- Withdrawing medical treatment to end life.  

Self-determinism- the right to make decisions about one’s own life.  

Hospice- A special place people go to die with dignity.  

Palliative care- the holistic and total care of someone reaching the end of their 
life. 

** Important for 2mark questions 
which usually ask you to explain the 
meaning of a key word. You need to 
know all of these!! 



Key bible quotes for this unit.  

You shall not murder Exodus 20  

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you 
Jeremiah 1.5 

Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
Corinthians 6 

Let us make mankind in our image Genesis 1:26 

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away 
Job 1:21 

You created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb…. Your eyes saw my unformed body.  
All the days planned for me were written in your book before one of 
them came to be. Psalm 139 

There is a time for everything, a time to be born and a time to die.. 
Ecclesiastes 3 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself Luke 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** You need to be able to remember 
some bible quotes for this unit and be 
able to explain what they mean!!!! 

Write a list of the words on a piece of paper and attempt to write the 
definitions without peeking!!! See how many you have correct. Do it again 
and again= practice makes perfect.  

Cover up the bible quotes, can you remember any? If not, uncover them. 
Time yourself, 2mins to take in as many as you can. Now cover them up, 
what can you remember? What do they mean? The more you do this, the 
more you will remember.  

Good luck  



 
 

 

 

 

 

  

An abortion is the deliberate termination of a pregnancy resulting in the 
death of an embryo or foetus (unborn baby), through medical procedure. 

There are two types of abortion: Medical using drugs or surgical using surgery.  

Abortion was made legal in the UK in 1967. Prior to this women would have 
abortions illegally, known as back street abortions. Many women were made 
infertile and some died due to this.  

Today abortions are legal if: 

• Two doctors agree 

• The point of viability has not been reached (the point which a baby 
can live outside the womb which is currently 24 weeks).  

• Continuing the pregnancy would be a risk to the woman’s health. 

• It would cause physical or psychological harm to the woman 

• There is a high risk the baby will be born disabled 

There are many reasons a woman might choose to have an abortion. 
Including:  

• The baby is a result of rape or incest 

• It would interfere with her career 

• She does not feel ready 

• There is a medical problem with the child. 

• The life of the mother is at risk 

• Fear of parents’ reaction. 

• The pregnancy is the result of casual sex 

• Partner wants and abortion.  

• Cannot afford a baby. 



 Check your knowledge  

Three differing views of when life begins: 

1. The Catholic Church believes life begins at conception. (The moment the egg is fertilised). 
Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception. 
‘Life begins at the same moment and place the soul does’. 

2. Other Christians believe life begins when the embryo breaths. The lord formed man from 
the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a 
living being (Genesis 2) 

3.  The Methodist church believes it develops throughout pregnancy so we cannot say exactly 
when life begins. The right of the embryo to full respect should increase throughout 
pregnancy. 

 

You need to know the three views…. Cover them up… can you remember them?? 

Practice structuring an answer to this exam question: 

Explain Christian views on when life begins (6marks) 

Remember PEE PEE PEE 



Pro-choice- Slogan used for the view that 
women should be able to choose 

Pro-life- Slogan supporting the right to life of the 
foetus. 

The foetus is just a ball of cells, it is not a 

person yet and cannot live outside the womb 

The baby has a right to life 

We should not judge those who choose to 

have an abortion ‘Love your neighbour as 

yourself’ Luke 10 

No one has the right to take another life 

apart from God- 

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away 

Job 1:21 

It is the woman’s body therefore it is the 

woman’s choice to have an abortion 

It goes against the 5th commandment ‘Do 

not Kill’ 

Some pregnancies may cause harm to the 

mother e.g. if there is a serious illness or the 

pregnancy came about through rape. 

Life begins from the moment of conception 

and God has a purpose for us all. The words 

of Jeremiah confirm this ‘Before I formed 

you in the womb I knew you’ 

Do not judge or you will be judged  Human life is sacred ‘ You are God’s temple, 

if anyone destroys Gods temple, God will 

destroy him’ 1 Corinthians 

Pro choice Pro life 

 

Abortion alternatives  

 

 

You need to know the Christian arguments for and against abortion and be able to argue them effectively for those 
important 6mark questions  

 

Some Christians argue that there are alternative options to abortion. As Christians they feel they 
should help the woman to have their baby. And this can be through:  

• Financial support from the church 
• Help with counselling 
• Accepting and welcoming single mothers in to the church 
• Fostering 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’  

‘Do not judge or you will be judged’ 

 



Euthanasia 

 

 

 

Voluntary euthanasia 

 

 

 

 

Involuntary euthanasia  

 

 

 

 

 

Reasons people may wish to be euthanised: 

• Will be in unbearable pain 
• Will have no dignity  
• Will have a long drawn-out death 
• Will have no control 
• Will inconvenience others 

When a terminally ill person asks a doctor or friend to help them die peacefully with dignity. Also 
known as assisted suicide or mercy killing.  

Christian views on voluntary euthanasia: 

• ‘Do not murder’  
• May Christians accept suffering because Jesus suffered, it is a part of life.  

However others say: 

• ‘Blessed are the merciful’ and euthanasia is mercy killing.  

When a person cannot ask to be euthanised so someone else makes the decision on their behalf. For 
example if a person was in a coma. 

Living wills – not recognised in the UK some people write living wills which detail their wishes in the 
event that they are unable to express their wishes, for example if they are in a coma, or do not wish to be 
resuscitated.  

Christian views on involuntary euthanasia: 

• If it involves the removal of food and water it is the same as killing. 
• It may lead to the killing of a person against their will. 

However other Christians say: 

• In some cases euthanasia is the most loving thing to do.  

 



Active euthanasia.  

Passive euthanasia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospices 

Where an action is taken to end a person’s life, for example 
giving drugs to stop the heart beating.  

When something that could be done to prolong life isn’t done for 
example medical treatment, food or water not given. 

 

 

 

Further key terms: 

• Quality of life- a measure of the fulfilment a person has in their life. Do they enjoy it? Can they 
control their own body? When they go to the toilet etc.? 

• Self-determinism- supporters of euthanasia argue that people have a right to self-determinism. 
To decide what happens to them in the future.  

A hospice is a place where expert pain and symptom relief 
is given to the terminally ill. This is combined with all 
round care, physical, social, psychological and spiritual 
needs of the patients.  

Activities often include: writing, talking, going in the 
garden, getting your hair done etc.  

Christian responses to hospices  

Many Christians would argue that a hospice is a much better response to the terminally ill than 
euthanasia.  

Practice writing the key terms and definitions. 

Do you know the Christian responses to each one?  

If you can learn the information in this 
booklet you will be on your way to a good 
grade!!  


