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The Road to War 
In 1914, Europe was primed for war. 

It was not only the politicians who were anticipating 
war – rearmament and frequent war scares had caused 
European society to become increasingly militaristic and 
nationalistic. 

Each side had long prepared for war. They had written 
plans, books and policies on what to do. These plans 
also played a part in the outbreak of large-scale war in 
1914. 

Many people not 
only expected war, 
but welcomed it. 



The War Plans of Europe 



The Schlieffen Plan 

It was an ambitious plan  
designed to avoid Germany  
having to fight a two-front war 
against France and Russia. 

The plan was to invade France  
and capture Paris before the Russians 
could mobilize. 

German speed 

slow Russian mobilization (6 weeks?) 

Britain staying out of the war. 

The most influential plan was that of Germany – the 
Schlieffen Plan – drawn up in 1905 by General Alfred 
von Schlieffen. 

It relied on three things: 



Britain’s Position 
Britain’s position in 1914 was complicated. 

Despite having alliances with France 
and Russia, Britain had made no firm 
promises to help them in war. 

However, Britain had promised in 
1834 to protect the neutrality of 
Belgium if she was ever attacked. 

The Schlieffen Plan required the  
German army to attack France 
through Belgium. The German 
generals gambled that Britain would 
not keep her promise to defend 
Belgium. 

  For a  
  scrap of 
  paper, 
Great Britain is going to 
make war?  

Bethmann-Hollweg, 
German Chancellor 



 



 



Why did it fail? Reason 1 

• Whilst the plan looked good on 
paper, it underestimated the 
distances the German Army had 
to cover in the strict timetable. 

 

• The German troops on the 
extreme right were exhausted 
after several weeks of marching 
and fighting and were unable to 
keep up the pace. This meant 
Paris was not surrounded. 

 

 



Why did it fail? Reason 2 
• Second, even before 1914, the plan was changed. Von 

Moltke, the new Chief of Staff, withdrew forces from 
the right wing of the German army to strengthen the 
left.  

 

 

 

 

• He also sent some battalions to the Eastern Front with 
Russia. This slowed down the advance and left the 
German right wing unable to push forward and 
surround Paris from the West. 

 

Year 
Right flank in 

Belgium 
Left flank in Alsace-

Lorraine 

1905 54 8 

1912 75 11 

1914 54 17 

> Numbers of 
German 
infantry 

divisions in 
the Schlieffen 

Plan 



 



Why did it fail? Reason 3 
• Thirdly, Belgian resistance 

was stronger than expected. 
The Belgian forts at Liége 
held out for 12 days and 
Brussels was not occupied 
until 20th August. 

 



 



Why did it fail? Reason 4 
• Fourthly, the British sent an 

Expeditionary Force (BEF) of 
80,000 men to Belgium. They met 
the Germans at Mons on 23rd 
August and again at Le Cateu on 
26th August.  

 

• Although the British were forced 
to retreat at Mons, they managed 
to inflict heavy casualties on the 
Germans before issuing a tactical 
retreat to Paris which took 2 
weeks. 
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The Battle of Mons 
• The British were professional 

soldiers equipped with the new 
Lee Enfield Mark III rifle. 
 

• They were heavily outnumbered, 
but their rapid and accurate rifle 
fire slowed down the advance of 
the German conscripts. 
 

• One German officer wrote in a 
letter: ‘It seemed as though there 
was a machine gun behind every 
bush’ 
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The Battle of Mons 
• “At the Nimy bridge, Maurice 

Dease took control of his machine 
gun after every other member of 
his section had been killed or 
wounded and continued to fire the 
weapon despite being shot 
multiple times.” 

 

• “Only after being wounded for a 
fifth time was he evacuated to the 
battalion aid station, where he 
died.” 
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Why did it fail? Reason 5 
• The Belgian and British forces managed 

to slow down the German offensive and 
forced the German right flank to turn 
South. 
 

• This gave French forces enough time to 
rush troops into Paris to defend the city. 
The Germans met French forces on 5th 
September along the River Marne. 
 

• The Battle of the Marne lasted 8 days 
and forced the Germans to fall back to 
the River Aisne. Joffre, the French 
Commander-in-Chief, played a crucial 
role in rallying the French forces at the 
Marne. 
 





 



 



The Race to the Sea 
• After losing the Battle of the 

Marne, German forces retreated 
to the River Aisne and dug 
trenches for extra protection. 

 

• From 10th October onwards, the 
two armies attempted to 
outflank each other by 
advancing to the North Sea. 

 

• This was important because the 
Germans took Ghent, Bruges 
and Ostend, but failed to take 
any of the Channel ports. 

 



 



The Race to the Sea 
• By the end of the year, a front 

line had been established that 
was to remain largely in place 
until early 1918. 

 

• As each side had built trenches 
sideways in order to try to 
outflank each other, a complex 
system of trenches – with 
connecting, reserve and 
communication trenches – soon 
extended for miles across 
Belgium and France. 

 



 



 



The Start of War 



GCSE Question 1 – Question A 
• Part A questions will ask you to make 3 inferences 

about a particular topic from the source provided. 
This is worth 3 marks so spend about 5 minutes. 

 An inference means working something out from a source that the 
source doesn’t actually tell you. From example, we often make 

inferences (get messages) from body language.  

Be careful not to just write down what you can see from the 
source. In other words, the contents. For example, ‘The student is 

yawning’ is a description, not an inference. 

You need to make inferences from the sources based on the 
information in it. Begin each answer with phrase, ‘This source 

suggests…’ 





GCSE Question 1 – Question B 
• Part B questions will ask you to compare two sources 

by looking for support and disagreement between the 
two sources as well as making a judgement about the 

extent of support. This is worth 7 marks, so spend 
about 10 minutes. 

 To answer this question, you need to be clear which areas of the 
sources say the same things; which, if any, contradict; and which 

just don’t overlap. A good way to plan the answer to the question is 
to: 

Highlight any areas of support in what the sources say. Highlight 
words and phrases in any colour. Explain these similarities.  

In a different colour, highlight any areas of challenge in what the 
sources say. Explain these differences. 



GCSE Question 1 – Question B 
• Are there any differences in the overall attitude or tone of 

each of the sources, in what they are suggesting? Use this 
grid to help plan your answer: 

 

 

 

• Now make a judgement on the extent of support between 
the two sources. Try to use judgement phrases such as 

strongly support, some support, very little support. 
Remember to explain this judgement: 

 

 

 

Source B Source C 

Support 

Challenge 

Strong Support Some Support Little Support No Support 





My answer… 

• Source B is an account of the 
Battle of Mons by a German 

soldier in August 1914. The source 
gives the impression that the 

Germans were badly defeated as it 
mentions that out of 160 troops, 

60 died within seconds. 



My answer… 

• Source C strongly supports this evidence as it shows 
that the British realised ‘well-directed fire could 
mow down the enemy’. The results of this well-
directed fire is shown in Source B as it quotes 60 
Germans being instantly killed.  

• This is further supported by Source C as it mentions 
that ‘…the Germans must have suffered ten times as 
many causalities as us.’ The German eye witness 
supports this by mentioning ‘…Wherever I looked 
there were dead and wounded…we were being 
driven back’. 



My answer… 

• However, Source C also challenges the views of 
Source B about the outcome of the battle. Source B 
gives the impression that the German’s lost the 
battle as it says, ‘we were being driven back, badly 
beaten by the British…’.  

• However the Germans actually won the battle and 
Source B challenges this by saying, ‘If they had a 
proper plan, they would have pushed us back in a 
quarter of the time they did.’ This shows that the 
two source are not in complete agreement. 



My answer… 

• Overall, there are strong similarities 
in the attitude and tone of the 

sources, because both suggest that 
the German’s received heavy 

causalities. However they are not in 
complete agreement only Source C 
mentions how the Germans actually 

won the battle eventually. 



GCSE Question 1 – Question C 
• Part C questions will ask you to discuss a view using 

the sources and your own knowledge. Remember 
to keep focused on the view and consider support 
or lack of support. It is worth 15 marks so spend 

about 30 minutes. 

 1.) Decide which sources can be used to support the view 

2.) Decide which sources can be used to challenge the view. Some 
sources can be used to give both sides. 

3.) Use the sources to stimulate you own knowledge. Remember 
that if you develop information from the source then it become 

own knowledge. 



GCSE Question 1 – Question C 
• Here is a grid to help you plan your answer: 

 

 

Ensure you write a balanced answer in which you use one or more 
of the sources and your own knowledge to support the view and 
one or more of the sources and your own knowledge to challenge 

the view. 

Support the View Challenge the View 

Source A 

Source B 

Source C 

Source D 

Own Knowledge 

Write a conclusion in which you make a final judgement on the 
view given in the question. 






