
The Munich Putsch 1923 
LO: To understand and explain the importance of the 

Munich Putsch 



His trial gave publicity to the Nazi movement. 

He reviewed and altered his political philosophy. 

In 1923, Hitler helped organise the Munich Putsch – an attempt to 
seize control of Munich. 

The attempt failed dismally.  
Hitler was arrested for treason  
and thrown into prison. 

However, in the long run the  
whole affair actually helped to  
strengthen his position! 

We will now investigate each of these in more detail. 
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Causes of the Munich Putsch 
• In September 1923, Chancellor Gustav 

Stresemann and President Ebert decided to end 
the Ruhr strike and agree to work with the 
French. 

 

• By calling off passive resistance, Stresemann was 
in a sense accepting that the only way forward 
was to agree with the ToV and pay reparations. 

 

• To nationalist, this move was seen as an 
admittance of guilt for starting WW1. The 
nationalists therefore believed that Stresemann 
and Ebert were agreeing that Germany was to 
blame – something they couldn’t tolerate.  

 



Causes of the Munich Putsch 
• On 8th and 9th November 1923, Hitler 

attempted to harness that anger to 
overthrow the regional government in 
Munich and then the central government 
in Berlin. 

 

• Hitler also felt pressured into action by 
the SA led by Ernst Rohm: 

 

• General Ludendorff had also recently lent 
Hitler his support. Hitler felt that now the 
time was right: he had famous support, 
35,000 members and people were angry. 

"I said to Hitler 
personally: "The 

day is coming when 
I can no longer hold 

my people. If 
nothing happens 
now the men will 

melt away. We had 
very many 

unemployed men 
among us, men who 
had spent their last 

few pence on 
training, because, 

as they said, we will 
strike soon. Then 
we will be taken 

into the army and 
we will be out of 
the entire mess.“ 
Wilhelm Brucker 



What happened? 
• On November 8th, the Bavarian PM, 

Gustav Kahr, was addressing a 
meeting of around 3000 
businessmen at a ball hall in Munich. 

 

• Kahr was joined by other senior 
politicians including Lossow (local 
army commander) and Seisser (Chief 
of Police). 

 

• Hitler and 600 Stormtroopers (SA) 
stormed into the meeting and 
announced ‘The national revolution 
has broken out. The hall is 
surrounded.’ 



What happened? 
• Kahr, Lossow and Seisser were taken 

into a side room. They were forced to 
agree to support Hitler in a takeover of 
the government in Berlin. 

 

• Hitler then let them go and the 
meeting was over. Kahr then informed 
the central government who ordered 
the army to stop Hitler. 

 

• On the 9th, Hitler then marched in 
Munich but the police and army had 
already been alerted. 



What happened? 
• Hitler decided to carry on the march 

because:  

 

• a) with Ludendorff leading the march 
he was confident no one would fire 
on a national hero.  

• b) he put too much faith in the army 
not firing! 

 

• His 3000 men were met by 100 
armed police in the centre of the 
city. What happened is not clear, but 
firing continued for 1 minute. 16 
Nazis & 3 policeman were dead. 



Consequences of the Munich Putsch 

• Hitler dislocated his shoulder and 
escaped in a taxi. He was arrested 
two days later and charged with 
treason. 

 

• He was imprisoned for 5 years but 
was released in 9 months. The 
Munich Putsch did have positive 
outcomes for the Nazis: 

 

1. Trial gave Hitler and Nazis publicity 

2. Hitler reviewed his political 
philosophy  



1. Hitler’s trial gave publicity to the Nazi movement. 

The Munich Putsch – Hitler’s trial 
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 2. Hitler reviewed his political philosophy. 

Whilst locked away in prison he dictated a book to one 

of his most faithful followers, Rudolf Hess. 

He entitled this book Mein Kampf (My Struggle). In it, 

he developed two important principles. 

The Fuhrer Principle – Hitler argued that to be 

successful, his party needed one all-powerful leader 

(‘fuhrer’) – in other words, Hitler himself! 

The Reichstag Principle – Hitler argued that outright 

rebellion would never destroy the system. Instead, it 

would be necessary to “hold our noses and enter the 

Reichstag [parliament]” – in other words, get elected 

and then destroy the system from within. 

The Munich Putsch – Mein Kampf 
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The Führer Principle (Führerprinzip) was the belief 

that Germany needed a strong, charismatic leader who 

could unify and lead the people. 

Hitler’s power came to be regarded as 

something above and beyond that of a 

normal head of state.  

No matter who you were in the Nazi 

party or whatever your job in the state, 

you were answerable to Hitler.  

Hans Franck, Hitler’s lawyer, wrote that: 

“Our constitution is the will of the führer…it was Hitler’s 

regime, Hitler’s policy, Hitler’s victory and Hitler’s defeat – 

nothing else.” 

Photograph courtesy of the 
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What do you think of Hitler? 
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